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The Skeptical Bible Reader - XV
   March 1st is Ash Wednesday this year.  This 
day marks the beginning of the season of Lent.  
During its 40 days, we will remember both the 
40-day temptation of Jesus in the wilderness 
and the 40-year Exodus wanderings of the Jews 
in the wilderness.  Rev. Anne Robertson, Pres-
ident of the Massachusetts Bible Society, 
shared recently a reflection about the impor-
tance of this approaching season.  She wrote:  
“If you dig into the biblical wilderness stories; 
if you sift through the dry desert sands, you 
find something stirring under the surface. As a 
hapless bunch of Hebrew slaves wander lost in 
the desert, God meets them there on a fiery 
mountain and forms them into a nation. As 
Jesus struggles with hunger, thirst, and the 
temptation to use his power for his own gain, 
he resists. He overcomes. And as angels come 
to minister to him, he gains the strength to be-
gin his ministry--to go out and save the world.”  
This leads her to state:  “But that time in the 
wilderness is not punishment; it is formation.” 
   I know we all know that Easter follows the 
betrayal, arrest, abuse, crucifixion and horrible 
death of Jesus, but Lent does not culminate in 
Easter’s empty tomb.  Lent culminates in Jesus’ 
abused body being placed in that tomb. Rev. 
Robertson puts it quite powerfully as:  “… 
every church around the world goes dark as 
Jesus breathes his last.”  I think we need to 
keep this in mind as we begin Lent.  Jesus goes 
to the cross facing head-on the full reality of 
death.  He has no more assurance of eternity 
than we do.  And yet He stays true to His 
gospel and to us.   
   Jesus dies almost completely abandoned by 
family and follower, tortured for the spectacle 
of it all, hearing taunts from the ones He came 
to serve that He was dying justly as a blasphe-
mer, and casually ignored by the ones paid to 
kill Him.  Maybe most shockingly of all, He 
dies feeling separated from God:  “‘My God, 
my God, why have you forsaken me?’” (Mark 
15:34)  In the oldest Gospel, He does not die 
with solemn pronouncements, but instead with 

a primal scream. (Mark 15:37)  This is the 
reality of Jesus’ death for us, not as sacrifice, 
but as astonishing commitment, a commitment 
formed in the wilderness. 
  This is how much our crucified God loves us.  
Lent is the sacred time in which we can delve 
deeper into this mystery so that as Rev. Robert-
son mentions, this season “is not punishment; it 
is formation.”  Lent is not about convincing us 
how sinful we are; it is the prayerful pause that 
lets us realize how special we are.  To be loved 
so selflessly in this way by Jesus should be the 
basis of our spiritual formation.  It is not fear 
nor obligation that should draw us deeper into 
our faith; it is to better know such a God.  And 
this is why I hope you will read below about 
the Lenten offerings of our church.  Mass, Len-
ten Devotions, Ecumenical discussions, and 
private acts of piety are all opportunities to use 
this time in the wilderness as our spiritual 
formation.  Don’t let this season pass 
unchanged.  Make time for Lent. 
   With this said, I would now like to continue 
our reading of the Bible in an analytical way, to 
try and see the Word of God as still speaking to 
us, as not locked into some literal cage.  We 
don’t want to get bogged down in the details 
and force them to fit together in a futile effort 
to sustain the illusion of a literally inerrant 
Bible.  It is far more important for us to search 
and listen for the continuing revelation of 
Jesus.  The Season of Pre-Lent began with 
Jesus’ six “But I say to you” statements from 
the Sermon on the Mount.  There is an author-
ity to His voice that always continues and can 
never be frozen in time.  To hear that voice is 
not only to memorize Bible passages, but to 
internalize them.  Beginning next month, we 
will discuss the discrepancies of the Passion 
accounts, not to point them out as errors, but as 
the results of inspired, early Christians and 
communities struggling to find meaning in the 
execution of their Saviour.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MARCH 

March 1, 2017 – ASH WEDNESDAY.  Mass with 
blessing and distribution of ashes at 7:30am. 

   Mass with distribution of ashes at 7:00pm. 
March 3rd – Monthly visitations to the sick and 

the shut-in of the parish. 
   Stations of the Cross recited at 7:00pm. 
March 4th – Confession for the youth of the 

parish at 10:30am. 
March 8th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 

the Whately Congregational Church offered 
by Fr. Calvo at 7:00pm. 

March 10th – The Bitter Lamentations sung at 
7:00pm. 

March  11th – Remember to turn your clocks 
AHEAD one hour before retiring for the 
night. 

March 12th – FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION.  
Mass of the day at 9:00am. 

   Annual Congregational Meeting in the parish 
hall  at 10:00am. 

March 14th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

March 15th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 
our church by Rev. Cynthia Crosson 
Harrington at 7:00pm. 

March 17th – Stations of the Cross recited at 
7:00pm. 

March 19th – Monthly meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 10:00am. 

March 22nd – Fr. Calvo will attend the Spring 
Clergy Conference in Westfield at 10:00am. 

   Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at the 
Sunderland Congregational Church by Rev. 
Barbara Turner Delisle at 7:00pm. 

March 24th – The Bitter Lamentations sung at 
7:00pm. 

March 29th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 
the Montague Congregational Church by 
Rev. Candice Ashenden at 7:00pm. 

March 31st – Stations of the Cross recited at 
7:00pm. 

*** ** * ** *** 
   “Everyone is entitled to his own opinion, but 
not his own facts.”   - Daniel Patrick Moynihan, 
US Ambassador to the United Nations. 

SEASON OF LENT 
  March and Lent begin on the same day this 
year.  Lent is the 40 day period during which 
we try to prepare ourselves the best we can for 
the events of Holy Week.  The 40 days are 
based on Jesus’ 40 days in the desert.  After His 
baptism and prior to the start of His public min-
istry, Jesus secluded Himself in the desert for 
40 days to face His temptations and through 
them to prepare Himself for all that lay ahead.  
Lent is our sacred opportunity to focus in on 
our faith so that we may emerge as better 
Christians.   
   This all begins on Ash Wednesday.  On this 
holy day, ashes will be imposed upon the fore-
heads of the faithful.  This mimics an Old Tes-
tament custom of mourning and repentance.  
The ashes are derived from the burned palms of 
previous Palm Sundays.  Those palms were 
once used to honour Jesus in a triumphant pro-
cession, but the same people carrying them in 
only a few days turned shouts of “Hosanna” to 
“Crucify Him!”  The palms thus symbolize in 
this context false praise.  It is to worship a god 
of our making, not the God who made us.  And 
this is all that sin has ever been, even back to 
the story of the first sin in the Garden of Eden.  
The ashes remind us that our spiritual journey 
is about following after Christ and that any and 
all imitations of this faith-path will lead 
nowhere. 
   Mass on this day will be offered at 7:30am 
and you may plan to be out of church in about 
45 minutes if you are planning work and school 
schedules.  In the evening, we will be joined by 
members of the Whately and Sunderland Con-
gregational Churches as we begin our Lenten 
Season together and anticipate our weekly 
Ecumenical Lenten Discussions.  These will 
begin with my session at the Whately Congre-
gational Church on March 8th.  The following 
week we will host this gathering.  This means 
that we will need to provide a light repast after 
the session.  If you can help with this by bring-
ing in something to eat or drink, please speak to 
either Pat Blakeslee or to Fr. Calvo.  The full 
list of our discussions is posted below. 
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   During Lent the church offers beautiful and 
inspiring Devotions to help the faithful better 
appreciate the loving sacrifice of Jesus’ passion 
and death.  The Stations of the Cross let us 
walk with Jesus from His sentencing by Pilate 
to His burial.  Crosses and crucifixes surround 
us, but no one should ever take Jesus’ pain and 
death for granted.  We need to be reminded 
how much God suffered and lost so that we can 
hope in eternity.  This meditative aspect of 
Jesus’ passion is the motive behind the Bitter 
Lamentations.  These sung meditations allow 
the faithful to delve deeper into the mystery of 
such a God and Saviour’s love.  I do hope that 
some of you will take seriously my invitation to 
come together for these Lenten Devotions. 
   Lent is a time of self-sacrifice, which, it is 
hoped, will remind us constantly of Jesus’ 
sacrifice.  This is why all of the faithful who 
are physically able are to fast and abstain from 
meat on Ash Wednesday and all Lenten 
Fridays.  Meals should be simple and plain on 
these days, and definitely meatless.  For those 
who choose, this Lenten fast may also be kept 
on Wednesdays as well.  It is hoped that the 
faithful will also find their own private forms 
of Lenten spiritual practice, whether it be for-
saking something enjoyed or practicing an 
additional act of Christian piety. 
   This is not a time to suffer through.  This is a 
time to focus our attention on growing closer to 
Christ, to a crucified God who loves us more 
than God even loves Himself.   
FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION 
   On the second Sunday of March, 1897 Fr. 
Francis Hodur accepted the pastorate of the 
congregation-based St. Stanislaus Church.  
These were people who felt something lacking 
in the way church functioned and so they set 
about establishing their own parish.  They 
turned to a past assistant pastor, Fr. Hodur, and 
asked him to serve as their pastor.  Without 
authorization from his superiors, he accepted 
this calling because of his close affinity to these 
people and their cause.  We look back upon this 
agreement as the beginning of our denomina-
tion.  Every year, therefore, we celebrate the 

Feast of the Institution in March.  On this holy 
day, Lent’s purple gives way to celebration as 
we recall and reaffirm our commitment to a 
people’s Catholic church. 
   We put this Catholic democracy into action 
when we gather after Mass for our annual con-
gregational meeting.  In preparation for the 
annual meeting, we ask that those who need to 
prepare reports do so in a timely fashion so that 
they may be printed beforehand.  Also, Linda 
Puchalski, Parish Committee chairperson, has 
named a Nominations Committee of Cindy 
Benjamin, Theresa Billiel and Karen Herzig.  
They are charged with seeking volunteers to fill 
the elected and appointed positions of the par-
ish.  If you are asked, please consider sharing 
your time and talent with Holy Name of Jesus.  
If you would like to volunteer, please speak to 
any member of the Nominations Committee. 
And we ask and expect our active members to 
participate in this meeting.  There are items we 
need to discuss and vote on that affect all of us.  
The privilege of voice in church requires the 
responsibility of participation. 
SPOJNIA STIPENDS 
   Now is the time for all students who are pur-
suing an undergraduate degree or a post-secon-
dary certificate to apply for a PNU stipend.  
The criteria for the stipend application is as 
follows: a student currently enrolled in a col-
lege or university, part-time or full-time; a 
member of the PNU having a life insurance 
policy – current paying, single premium, or ful-
ly paid-up and in good standing for at least 5 
years; current enrollment academic year.  This 
is a great opportunity for our families and stu-
dents to research and review the benefits of be-
ing a member of the PNU and see what this 
commission represents so they can become the 
future leaders within our church community! 
The Education and Youth Stipend Application 
form may be downloaded at www.pnu.org.  All 
completed applications must be returned by 
April 15th to: PNU Education and Youth Com-
mission - Attn: Mary Ann Stankowski, 1006 
Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pa 18505.  Direct 
inquiries to Ms. Stankowski at EYC@pnu.org. 
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Celebrate Spring  
and an  

Old New England Tradition! 

 

Come to the Holy Name of Jesus Church 
Annual Pancake Breakfast! 

15 Thayer Street, South Deerfield, MA 
Following 9:00 a.m. Mass on  

Sunday, March 26, 10:15 AM 
 

• Tickets now available, call Fr. Randy @ 665-2129 
• OR get your tickets after church from Peg Kostiuk 
    

$10 – adults, $5 – children 
Any child enrolled in SOCL, eat FREE! 

 
MENU: 

Delicious Homemade Pancakes, Hearty Homemade Home Fries, 
Scrumptious Scrambled Eggs, Yummy Fresh Sausages, 
100% Pure Local “Gothic Top Farm” Maple Syrup, and 

Coffee, tea, juice. 
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2017  -  Twentieth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2017 

Views from the Desert 

March 8th 
First session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo  
at the Whately Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  “‘My blood of the covenant’” (Matt. 26:28) 

(Please bring your Bible.) 

March 15th 

Second session offered by Rev. Dr. Cynthia Crosson Harrington 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  When God Surprises 
 

March 22nd 
Third session offered by Rev. Barbara Turner Delisle  
at the Sunderland Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  Sand between Your Toes 
 

March 29th 
Fourth session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden 
at the Montague Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  “In the Midst” 
 
April 5th   

Fifth session offered by Rev. Barbara Seamon 
at the Conway Congregational Church at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  Surviving Joyously Through the Wilderness 

-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments will be served after each gathering by the host parish. 

All Are Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, please contact your pastor for 

information about a possible cancellation. 

 


