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Chirst the King?
   In 1861 the newly united country of Italy pro-
claimed Victor Emmanuel II their king.  In 
1870 the Italians finally conquered the city of 
Rome.  This confined what was once the Papal 
States to the enclave now called Vatican City.  
For this Emmanuel was excommunicated by 
Pope Pius IX.  The Pope was so angered by this 
temporal defeat that he never stepped outside of 
Vatican grounds the rest of his life.  Further-
more, the Pope convened Vatican Council I, 
which in 1870 declared the Pope infallible.  
Dissent and debate were severely limited at this 
gathering, and general consensus was replaced 
with majority votes.  The decision of this Coun-
cil led to the formation of the Old Catholic 
Churches of Europe because they could not ac-
cept the idea of a human’s infallibility.  The 
Pope’s temporal power was curtailed in 1870 
and in response he claimed unfettered religious 
authority. 
  The problem of temporal jurisdiction remain-
ed open for decades.  In 1925 Pope Pius XI, 
instituted the Feast of Christ the King as his 
response to an increase in nationalism and sec-
ularism, and also due to the unresolved prob-
lem of Vatican sovereignty, which was finally 
resolved in 1929.  The Pope was acting against 
the rise of science-based knowledge and 
nationalism because these limited the authority 
of the church.  With the idea of Christ the king 
in heaven, the head of the church should then 
be recognized as His regent on earth.  
   Many denominations and even most of our 
own parishes celebrate the Feast of Christ the 
King on the last Sunday of the liturgical year.  
With our church’s rejection of papal infallibil-
ity, our embrace of political democracy, and the 
replacement of superstition with knowledge in 
our faith lives, it seems foreign to me that we 
should include this feast in our calendar.   
   Some would argue that we have divorced the 
political connotations of this feast from the 

theological ones.  This seems improbable since 
the feast is linked intricately with its political 
history.  Even so, I would argue that there are 
problems with the image of Christ as king.  
Kingship is not a profoundly positive biblical 
concept.  It is fraught with failure and disap-
pointment.  This is summarized in the extended 
story of Jerubbaal, an ancient Judge in Israel.  
His name means let Baal plead, and Baal is the 
name of a Canaanite god. The biblical editors 
try to erase this fact by renaming him Gideon, 
but Jerubbaal keeps reappearing.  He is suc-
ceeded by his son Abimelech who promptly 
assassinates 70 of his brothers to preserve his 
rule.  One escapes and proclaims the parable of 
the trees from the top of Mount Gerizim, which 
I invite you to read in Judges 9:7-15. Briefly, 
all the productive trees reject the offer of king-
ship until finally the useless bramble accepts.  
Then all of the mighty trees must bow low be-
fore this worthless shrub of a king.  If you have 
the time read the books of Samuel and Kings in 
the Old Testament and see for yourselves that 
kingship is far from glorified in the holy text. 
   Then there is Jesus and His lived revelation.  
The Sunday after other parishes celebrate Christ 
the King everyone observes the beginning of 
Advent.  This prepares us for the historical rev-
elation of God in Jesus. The kingly expecta-
tions were about as wrong as they could be. 
God entered our world in humility, poverty and 
weakness. Try as they may to link Jesus to 
Bethlehem and David, Jesus was known as “of 
Nazareth.” Toward the end of His ministry, He 
warns His disciples:  “‘You know that among 
the Gentiles those whom they recognize as their 
rulers lord it over them, and their great ones are 
tyrants over them.  But it is not so among you 
…’” (Mk 10:42-43a)  Unless the life of Jesus 
was a trick, He is the perfect revelation of the 
nature of God and He remains true to this  rev-
elation in heaven.  Kingly just doesn’t seem to 
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fit the bill.  Jesus is so much more than king so 
why introduce the Feast of Christ the King?  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF NOVEMBER 

November 1, 2015 – All Saints Day prayers 
included during the Mass. 

   The All Souls Day Cemetery Service will 
begin at 2:00pm. 

November 2nd – All Souls Day Mass at 7:00pm 
with the reading of the Memorial List. 

November 6th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

November 7th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:00am (Please note special time) 

   Edible Landscaping volunteers will work at 
the church from 10AM – 2PM. 

November 8th – The monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society will be held at 10AM 
(Please note special week). 

November 9th – Meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 6:30pm. 

November 10th – Monthly meeting of the 
Parish Committee at 7:00pm. 

November 11th – Veteran’s Day.  Remember 
and honour those who have served. 

November 15th – Word of God Sunday.  Mass 
at 11:00am. 

   Annual Thanksgiving Dinner in the parish hall 
at noon. 

November 16th – Bible study group will meet 
from 7 – 8:00pm. 

November 17th – Fr. Calvo will be attending 
the diocesan clergy retreat and will return on 
the 18th. 

November 22nd – Our parish will host the 
annual Thanksgiving Interfaith Service at 
4:00pm. 

November 25th – Thanksgiving Eve Mass at 
6:00pm. 

November 29th – First Sunday of Advent.  
Blessing of the Christmas Wafers and Advent 
Wreath before Mass. 

November 30th – Last Bible study group 
meeting of the year at 7:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
   “There is only one thing stronger than all the 
armies of the world: and that is an idea whose 
time has come.” – Victor Hugo poet, novelist, 
playwright 

ALL SAINTS & ALL SOULS DAYS 
   November begins with All Saints and All 
Souls Days.  All Saints Day falls on a Sunday 
this year.  Prayers will be incorporated into our 
regular Sunday Mass to celebrate the promise 
of eternal life that Jesus shares with all of us. 
  On the afternoon of November 1st, we will 
gather at the parish cemetery to offer prayers 
for all of those buried in this consecrated 
ground.  Rain or shine the prayers will be 
offered.  If you have loved ones buried in our 
cemetery, you are invited to join in this liturgy 
of remembrance.   
   The following day we pray for all the souls of 
the departed.  Even though we believe in the 
promise of life after death, there is still the real-
ity and the sting of physical separation caused 
by death.  Thus the All Souls Day Mass is a 
Requiem Mass for the departed.  If you would 
like to have your loved one remembered by 
name at this Mass, please fill out one of the All 
Souls Day envelopes in the church vestibule 
and return it to Fr. Calvo no later than 
November 1st.   
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 
   The parish has voted to move forward with 
the plan to use our lawn space behind the park-
ing lot to grow fruits, berries, herbs, vegetables 
and flowers naturally.  Much of this harvest 
will then be shared with our neighbours and the 
Survival Center.  Felix Lufkin is our support 
person for this endeavour.  He and college in-
terns will assist us in planting our gardens on 
November 7th from 10AM – 2PM.  A potluck 
lunch would be wonderful to think about too.  
If you would like to help with this community 
project, please let Fr. Calvo know.  I think this 
work may be fun and we can watch the prog-
ress of our toil through the months and years 
that follow. 
WORD OF GOD SUNDAY 
   In the Eastern Diocese, we celebrate Word of 
God Sunday on the third Sunday of November.  
This special Sunday honours the unique sacra-
ment of our church, the Sacrament of the Word 
of God Heard and Preached.  The day’s liturgy 
calls for the Gospel to be proclaimed from the 
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center of the church to symbolize its living 
presence among the people. 
THANKSGIVING DINNER 
   The parish’s annual Thanksgiving Dinner will 
be held on Sunday, November 15th at noon.  
Mass this day will be celebrated at the special 
hour of 11:00am. Tickets will be shared with 
parishioners under a separate envelope.  Extra 
tickets may be purchased after Mass or through 
the rectory.  If you would like to help with this 
parish fundraiser, please speak to EJ Lafleur or 
to Fr. Calvo.  Your help is  appreciated. 
   Every year at this gathering we accept your 
contributions to benefit the Meals on Wheels 
program of which many of our parishioners 
benefit.  In a spirit of thanksgiving, we share 
with those in need.  Please be generous. 
THANKSGIVING INTERFAITH SERVICE 
   This year we move from an Ecumenical 
Service among Christian denominations to an 
Interfaith Service that will include representa-
tives of the Jewish Community of Amherst 
Synagogue.  The rabbi of this community lives 
in Deerfield.   
   The Service will be hosted by our parish this 
year.  It will take place on Sunday, November 
22nd beginning at 4:00pm.  An ecumenical 
choir will be invited to lead the gathered con-
gregation in song.  The Rev. Roger Daly of the 
South Deerfield Congregational Church will be 
this year’s homilist.   
   After the Service we share a light repast with 
our guests from the community.  If you can 
help by bringing in something to share, that 
would be great.  Thank you. 
SEASON OF ADVENT 
   The Last Sunday after Pentecost is November 
22nd.  The First Sunday of Advent and the be-
ginning of a brand new liturgical year falls on 
November 29th.  Prior to Mass we will bless the 
Christmas Wafers.  These will be available 
after Mass throughout Advent.  Many families 
share the Wafers through Christmas cards and 
at Christmas Eve dinner.  The Advent Wreath 
will also be blessed and first candle will be lit. 
As the light increases with each passing Sunday 
the congregation is reminded of the coming 

Light of the World when Jesus is born on 
Christmas.  In a society that tries so hard to 
make us forget the real reason for Christmas, 
Advent is our best chance of keeping Christ in 
this joyous holiday.  Please give Advent a 
chance to help us prepare for Christmas not so 
much with shopping and sales, but with making 
room in our souls to shelter the coming Christ 
Child. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group has been reading and 
discussing the Epistle to the Hebrews and its 
many implications for our church and for us as 
individuals.  The conversations and questions 
have been great this year.  If you would like to 
join us to get a feel for what Bible study is like 
at Holy Name, please feel free to come down to 
the parish hall on the evening of the 16th or 
30th.  After this we will take a hiatus over the 
winter months and reconvene after Easter. 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   Women’s Ordination Now (WON) has an 
updated website that you can access through 
this link (http://www.womensordinationnow.org/) or 
by clicking on the tab at the parish website.    
UYA FUNDRAISERS 
   Youth Convo 2016 will be hosted by our dio-
cese next summer.  The UYA tries to defray the 
registration cost for our active youth.  With this 
in mind, they are now taking orders for the 
Ornaments of Faith to hang on your Christmas 
tree.  Each ornament costs $8.  Orders may be 
placed after Mass.  If you ordered a God’s Cre-
ation calendar, those are now available for 
pick-up.  Thank you  for  supporting  the youth 
of the parish. 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
   The end of the fiscal year is December 31st 
and it is approaching quickly.  Please take care 
of your financial responsibilities to the parish 
by that date.  If you are wondering where you 
stand, please contact Sue Dibrindisi after Mass, 
by email at essr42@comcast.net, or by phone at  
413-586-4315.  Thank you. 

   If someone you know needs a 
hospital visit, please notify the 
rectory. 
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