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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part V
   Last month we finished speaking about the 
concept of kingship and its nuanced treatment 
in the Bible, and how this should be reflected in 
the living traditions of the church.  Now let us 
move on to a group who were an almost con-
stant source of agitation to the kings: the proph-
ets.  This is especially apropos in the month we 
celebrate the Feast of Pentecost.  Prophets were 
not content to listen to authority for the sake of 
authority, and because of this they served as an 
almost continuous alternative to the establish-
ment. They often flouted authority and power-
structures.  They transcended these managed 
and regulated expressions of the official relig-
ious faith, and instead proclaimed a direct and 
unmitigated line of authority from God, or 
more specifically in the case of New Testament 
from the resurrected Jesus or the Holy Spirit.  
   Prophecy is a far more complicated subject 
than kingship.  If I could ever return to school 
and continue my formal education, I would 
love to concentrate on prophecy. It is intriguing 
and vexing all at the same time. Prophecy is the 
gift from God that is able to keep religion vi-
brant and meaningful; it challenges religion so 
that it does not become complacent; it is a ve-
hicle for change; but, it can also foster religious 
falsehood.  How church and believers decide 
between inspiration and imitation is the crux of  
prophecy’s dilemma. But as a skeptical biblical 
reader, let us attempt to come to a better appre-
ciation of prophecy and  prophets. 
   Prophecy in general both captivated and dis-
turbed believers and authorities.  It could be as 
rational and literary as the writing prophets of 
the Old Testament or as ecstatic as conveyed in 
1 Samuel 10:9-13 or 2 Kings 3:15.  They could 
be as much a part of the ruling establishment as 
a Nathan or as mortal an enemy as an Elijah. 
These contradictions are found in the New Tes-
tament, as well.  For example, there is the 
Johannine emphasis upon the Spirit to the point 

that the hierarchical word apostle is never men-
tioned in these writings, and open conflict may 
have arisen between the Spirit-based Johannine 
communities and the more structured church of 
bishops and deacons as may be inferred from a 
reading of 3 John.  
   Compromise with prophecy was often sought 
because of these types of disturbances, but 
herein lay the seeds for the next dilemma.  
Jesus’ words and actions, for example, were 
often rejected because they contradicted the 
established Law and/or ritual.  A clear example 
is Jesus’ first Passover visit to Jerusalem in 
John’s Gospel.  Both His actions and His words 
were rejected because the Temple was per-
ceived to be the more authentic sign of God’s 
will. Christians, likewise, set-up boundaries 
that could not be crossed:  “Therefore, I want 
you to understand that no one speaking by the 
Spirit of God ever says, ‘Let Jesus be cursed!’ 
and no one can say, ‘Jesus is Lord” except by 
the Holy Spirit.” (1 Corinthians 12:3)  Before 
we chastise the Jews, we should try to see their 
hesitancy through the comparison with Paul’s 
statement. Compromise with prophecy has 
proven necessary, but compromise becomes 
counterproductive if it only wants to control 
prophecy.  Further discussion will need to be 
postpone until a later time.  
   In the meanwhile, let us consider Paul’s intro-
duction of a new component into the prophetic 
experience. In 2 Corinthians 12 Paul shares 
hesitatingly an account of his “visions and rev-
elations of the Lord … whether in the body or 
out of the body I do not know,” while in 1 Cor-
inthians 14 he offers the perspective that the 
spiritual gifts that “build up” the church far ex-
ceed the gifts that are so esoteric they must re-
main limited to the one experiencing the divine 
mystery.  Paul adds the litmus test of the com-
munity’s upbuilding in his attempt to authen-
ticate prophecy, and this authentication would 
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be determined by the community as a whole 
(cf.1 Thess. 5:20-22). 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MAY 

May 5, 2016 – FEAST OF THE ASCENSION.  
Mass of the day at 7:00pm. 

May 6th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

   Fr. Calvo will participate in the diocesan 
SOCL Board teleconference at 7:00pm. 

May 7th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

May 8th – MOTHER’S DAY.  Special prayers 
offered during the Mass, and an expanded 
coffee hour after Mass. 

May 9th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm. 

May 10th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

May 14th – Edible Landscape workday starting 
at 9:30am. 

May 15th – FEAST OF PENTECOST.  Mass of 
the day at 9:00am. 

   Monthly meeting of Women’s Ordination 
Now at 10:00am. 

May 16th – Fr. Calvo will participate in the 
diocesan Youth Commission teleconference 
at 7:00pm. 

May 21st – Fr. Calvo and delegates will attend 
the diocesan ANS Convention in Lowell. 

May 23rd – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm. 

May 24th – Fr. Calvo will participate in a PNU 
District 3 teleconference at 7:00pm. 

May 25th – May Devotions will be sung at 
7:00pm. 

May 26th – Central Seniorate’s CORPUS 
CHRISTI Mass and procession, hosted by our 
sister parish in Westfield, at 7:00pm. 

May 30th – MEMORIAL DAY.  Mass of the day 
at 7:45am.  Fr. Calvo will then participate in 
Deerfield’s observance on the Town Com-
mon at 8:30am.  Prayers will be offered at our 
parish cemetery in conjunction with Deer-
field’s parade sometime after 9:30am.   

* ** *** ** * 
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
   The Acts of the Apostles is volume two to the 
Gospel of Luke’s volume one.  What is a bit 

strange is that volume one closes with Jesus 
ascending into the heavens at the end of Easter 
Sunday.  Volume two begins with Luke now 
telling us:  “After [Jesus’] suffering, he presen-
ted himself alive to them by many convincing 
proofs, appearing to them during forty days …” 
(Acts 1:3)  In the Bible, forty is laden with 
imagery associated with fullness, completeness.  
It rained for 40 days in the Noah story com-
pletely annihilating life outside the ark.  The 
Exodus lasted 40 years until all of the doubting 
generation had died.  Moses was on Mount 
Sinai for 40 days receiving the fullness of the 
Law.  Both David and Solomon reigned over 
Israel for 40 years symbolizing the fullness of 
tenure.  And Jesus fasted in the desert for 40 
days as He prepared Himself for His ministry. 
   As such, the 40 days of Jesus on earth after 
the resurrection may be a symbolic statement of 
the fullness of His time with us before return-
ing to His rightful place in heaven.  The resur-
rected Jesus had fully prepared His followers 
for their work as apostles, in other words. 
   Thus, the actual number of days which the 
resurrected Jesus spent among His followers is 
secondary to the message that whatever the 
number it was wholly sufficient.  It is this 
imagery of completeness and fullness that 
causes the church to celebrate the Ascension on 
the 40th day after Easter.   
   Also, the ascended Jesus is the source of our 
church’s eucharistic theology.  We do not focus 
on the crucified Christ in explaining the mys-
tery of the Holy Communion.  We draw upon 
the teaching in the Epistle to the Hebrews that 
Jesus is our eternal High Priest in heaven.  Both 
of these concepts, the fullness of time with His 
nascent church and His eternal presence with us 
in the Eucharist, are celebrated on the Feast of 
the Ascension.  It is my hope that you will join 
me for Mass on this holy day. 
MOTHER’S DAY 
   On the second Sunday of May, the nation 
celebrates and honours mothers and mother-
hood.  The church joins in this observance 
since often times the mother is a child’s first 
encounter with faith.  They learn selfless love 
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from a mother and often a mother is the one 
who teaches a child his or her first lessons 
about God and church.  Special prayers for 
mothers living and deceased will be offered at 
Mass, and then an expanded coffee hour will be 
held in the parish hall. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group opened its new season 
last month.  We are currently finishing our 
reading of the Epistle to the Hebrews and will 
then move on to a reading of John’s Gospel.  
The first three Gospels in the New Testament 
are called collectively the Synoptic Gospels 
because they share a very similar storyline.  
John’s Jesus is different in interesting, sur-
prising and challenging ways.  We will also be 
asking why Bp. Hodur favoured this Gospel in 
his liturgical and even theological innovations.  
It could be interesting, and it could even be fun.  
Why not check us out when we meet in May? 
FEAST OF PENTECOST 
   Pentecost confronts us with similar questions 
as did the Ascension.  Matthew, at some inde-
terminate time after the resurrection, has Jesus 
promise:  “‘I am with you always, to the end of 
the age,’” which is the corresponding bookend 
to the opening reference to Jesus as Emmanuel 
– God with us.  It is Jesus Himself who remains 
with the church.  The resurrected Jesus in 
John’s Gospel bestows the Holy Spirit upon 
His followers on Easter night.  For as prom-
inent as the Spirit is in Luke, she disappears 
from the Gospel narrative at the halfway mark.  
Then the Spirit rushes back into the story on 
Pentecost at Acts 2.  Therefore, the 50th day 
seems  to be a literary device of Luke.  
   Pentecost in the Jewish faith had become a 
celebration of the giving of the Law to Moses 
on Mount Sinai.  It was the foundational event 
of their faith.  When the sharing of the Spirit is 
linked intentionally to Pentecost, Luke conveys 
to his readers that the Spirit is now the basis of 
our faith as Christians, for as Paul writes to the 
earliest church:  “The letter kills, but the Spirit 
gives life.” (2 Cor. 3:6)  Pentecost testifies to 
the fact that Christianity is a living, breathing, 
growing, changing relationship with God.  Ours 

is not justification found in the past; our justifi-
cation is the Spirit among us now.  What we 
once did, says Pentecost, is never as important 
as what we are doing now.  Whatever the day, 
Pentecost is beginning of the church.  I encour-
age all of us to come together at Mass on this 
extremely important feast day as we celebrate 
the power and creativity shared among all of us 
by the indwelling of the Holy Spirit. 
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI 
   The Eucharist was instituted on Holy Thurs-
day, but Jesus’ Passion prevented our celebra-
tion.  The church returns to her observance of 
the Eucharist, but now free to celebrate on the 
Feast of Corpus Christi, the Body of Christ.  
The Central Seniorate parishes will gather in 
Westfield on this day.  Fr. Sen. Soltysiak and 
the local clergy will concelebrate the Mass.  
Members of the Adoration Society are invited 
to process with candles, the choir to sing, and 
the faithful to come together.  A small repast 
will be served after the evening’s liturgy. 
MEMORIAL DAY OBSERVANCE 
   On Memorial Day Mass will be offered for all 
of those who have died while serving in the 
Armed Forces of our country, and by custom 
this has been extended to include all of our 
deceased veterans as well.  They gave every-
thing they could for us, and we should at least 
remember them on this solemn day.  Mass will 
begin at 7:45am.  At 8:30am Fr. Calvo will 
participate in Deerfield’s Memorial Day Ser-
vice on the Town Common, and will then 
march in the parade to the various cemeteries.  
Prayers will be offered at our cemetery in con-
junction with the town parade at some point 
after about 9:30am.  There will be plenty of 
time for picnics later in the day, but we should 
all make the effort to remember our heroic war 
dead on Memorial Day. 
ACOLYTE RETREAT 
   The diocesan Acolyte Retreat will be on June 
28th in Norwich, CT.  The retreat will begin at 
9:30am and will be followed by interactive ses-
sions on Serving with Reverence, St. Peter and 
St. Paul. Following lunch we will visit Mystic 
Aquarium and then return home.  
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SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
 

     This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur in the early days of our church denomination.  Under 

its aegis members of the parish have participated in the MS Walk with Karen’s Krusaders, planted our 

Edible Landscapes garden on the south side of the parking lot and participated in the Franklin County 

CROP Hunger Walk.  This is the good work that church and church people can take pride in as we try 

to help our neighbours and those in need. 

     We would love to have you come and join us in this work.   

     First, Felix Lufkin of Edible Landscapes has been here already to do some pruning.  He has some 

small plumb bushes that we need to get planted.  Additionally, in his words:  “At 

this stage we should work on shoring up the mulch, and adding understory herbs 

and flowers. Can the congregation donate divisions of hostas, irises, daylilies, 

hydrangeas, echinacea, chives, mints, thyme, oregano etc.… Basically any 

flowering plants or culinary herb would be a great companion to those trees?”  

We are looking at a workday of Saturday, May 14th starting at 9:30am.  If 

you have any questions or if you would like to sign-up, please contact the rectory. 

     Second, the parish is hosting this year’s Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk.  The Walk will 

not take place until October 16th, but there is organizational work to be done in advance.  Plus, we will 

need volunteers to work on the day of the Walk.  If you can help in this project that benefits 

sustainable food programs in underdeveloped nations and also supports food banks right here in 

Franklin County, please let Fr. Calvo know so that a list of volunteers may be compiled. 

     And for whatever you can do:  Thank you! 

 
CROP Walk team 2015 
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