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Religion and the Unthinkable
   Last month we closed an extended discussion 
of the Confession of Faith on her centennial an-
niversary.  The Confession ends on the very op-
timistic note of universal salvation.  The idea of 
all people entering heaven may appear anoma-
lous in this period of unthinkable savagery.  I 
borrow the word unthinkable from an impress-
sive article by Sebastian Smee, the Boston 
Globe’s art critic (1/10/15).  He confronts the 
current barbarism by drawing on the images of 
Franciso Goya’s art on display at the Boston 
Museum of Fine Arts.  If Goya’s art was of 
words, says Smee, then evil, tragedy or night-
mare would be too tame or abstract.  Instead, 
Goya’s art screams, “Senseless. Idiotic.  Pathet-
ic.  Grotesque.  Feebleminded beyond belief.  
These are the words that I think Goya might 
have used had he been interested in words.”  
Smee continues by hearing Goya condemn civ-
ilization’s acquiescence by bringing the barbar-
ism front and center in his paintings:  “Do not 
close your eyes, do not let things slide.  But 
have no truck with catastrophic stupidity. De-
clare it for what it is.” 
   The idiotic and stupid are now exalted in the 
feebleminded attacks on Charlie Hebdo, the 
attack on a free speech debate in Denmark and 
the pathetic and grotesque actions of the Mus-
lim terrorists ISIS.  The spiritual advisor for 
ISIS sanctioned the burning alive of a Jordani-
an air force pilot.  He did so by saying that the 
Koran calls for a judgment to imitate the crime.  
The bombs dropped by the pilot’s plane may 
have burned combatants to death.  Thus the 
savagery of placing him in a cage, lighting him 
on fire, and taping it for the world to see as a 
proud moment of faithfulness.  But this is seen 
as a pathetic excuse for theology when the 
same group takes 21 innocent Coptic Christians 
hostage and beheads them on a Libyan beach 
for only the crime of believing in Jesus.   
   Civilization was repulsed by the stupidity of 
the Nazi Holocaust.  It acted to halt the ethnic 
cleansing under Slobodan Milošević in the old 

Yugoslavia.  It must act again to protect Chris-
tians throughout the Middle East.  People of 
our shared faith are targeted, mistreated and 
even eliminated by the majority faith.  Rules 
are enforced in some of the more “tolerant” 
regimes forbidding Christians to preach or to 
teach outside of their ghettos.  The civilized 
world must also act in concert to protect Jewish 
communities.  Jews in Europe are avoiding 
worship at synagogues and shopping at kosher 
markets for fear of attack.  It is so bad that 
Israel has invited European Jews to emigrate.  
In 2015 how can we allow for a return of such 
blatant anti-Semitism?   
   We cannot, however, combat the idiotic and 
the pathetic by answering with our own ver-
sions of the grotesque and feebleminded.  Or at 
least we can’t and claim Jesus as our teacher.  
The parable of the Good Samaritan comes im-
mediately to mind (Luke 10:25-37).  Jews and 
Samaritans were enemies.  This is not a story 
only of prejudice.  This is of mutual animosity 
where both groups worked against each other.  
This is historically warring parties held at bay 
only by the order of pax Romana.  And yet 
Jesus holds-up His enemy as the paradigm of 
morality.  Plus, in this season of Lent how can 
we justify reciprocal savagery when our 
Saviour and God proclaims from the cross:  
“‘Father forgive them for they do not know 
what they are doing,’” (Luke 23:34) which can 
be translated into the colloquial as, “Father 
forgive them for their stupidity.”   
   But we can point out the unthinkable savag-
ery and ridicule it as the last resort of a relig-
ious system that is too feeble to compete or per-
suade on its merits. Then every act of grotesque 
violence is seen as a failure perpetrated by peo-
ple who realize that they have nothing to offer.  
The hope of universal salvation is not that any-
one can walk into heaven, but that the unthink-
able will not win in the end.  We need to preach 
this message of hope especially in these times 
when we must endure the unthinkable.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MARCH 

March 1, 2015 – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

March 4th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 
7:00pm. 

March 6th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

   Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm. 
March 7th – Confession for the youth of the 

parish at 10:30am. 
   Remember to turn your clocks one hour 

AHEAD before retiring for the night. 
March 8th – FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION.  

Mass at 9:00am. 
   ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING in 

the parish hall at 10:00am. 
March 9th – Fr. Calvo will participate in the 

diocesan Youth Commission teleconference 
at 7:30pm. 

March 10th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

March 11th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 
7:00pm. 

March 13th – The Bitter Lamentations will be 
sung at 7:00pm. 

March 15th – Monthly meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 10:00am. 

March 18th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 
7:00pm. 

March 20th – Stations of the Cross at 7:00pm. 
March 22nd – PASSION SUNDAY.   Mass at 

9:00am. 
  Central Seniorate Meal in the Upper Room at 

4:00pm in Westfield. 
March 25th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion at 

7:00pm. 
March 27th – The Bitter Lamentations will be 

sung at 7:00pm. 
March 28th – EASTER FOOD SALE in the parish 

hall from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 
   Acolyte rehearsal at 10:00am. 
   Confession for the youth of the parish for the 

month of April at 10:30am.  (Please note 
special week.) 

March 29th – PALM SUNDAY.  Liturgy of the 
palms, celebration of Mass, beginning at 
9:00am. 

March 31st – Holy Tuesday.  Diocesan Mass of 
Chrism at 5:00pm at Holy Trinity Cathedral. 

* ** *** ** * 
NEW MEMBERS 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Doug and 
Arlene Tierney to Holy Name of Jesus.  If 
someone you know is looking for a place to 
worship, invite them with you to Mass. 
SEASON OF LENT 
   The Season of Lent fills the month of March.  
This needs to be a time when we take church 
much more seriously.  The cross surrounds us 
as Christians.  Lent helps us to know why.  The 
scandal of the cross was that Jesus died a crim-
inal’s death.  Now added to that scandal is that 
so many Christians are left unimpressed by His 
complete commitment to us, even to the point 
of His death.   There are only 7 Fridays out of 
the year when the church asks us to overtly 
reverence the cross, and four of them are this 
month.  And yet most believers will not see a 
single Stations of the Cross or meditate the Bit-
ter Lamentations. If the church’s people are not 
sufficiently inspired by the cross at least during 
this one season of the year, during these few 
Fridays out of the year, then the scandal of the 
cross belongs to our age.  The biblical scholar 
Fr. Raymond Brown has voiced the opinion 
that the Prologue to John’s Gospel is meant as 
much for any contemporary reader as it was for 
the Gospel’s first audience.  Therefore, when 
we read, “He came to what was his own, and 
his own people did not accept him,” (1:11) we 
must place that in the context of believers in 
2015.  Jesus offered-up every last ounce of His 
humanity for us.  Lent gives us the opportunity 
to ask if that matters or not.  
FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION 
   On the second Sunday of March 1897, the 
laity of St. Stanislaus Parish in Scranton, PA 
invited Fr. Francis Hodur to one of their organ-
izational meetings.  They were forming a new, 
independent parish and they were hoping that 
Fr. Hodur would accept the invitation to be 
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their pastor.  Both were longing for church re-
form.  Both sought to enhance the dignity of 
the church by fostering an enlightened and em-
powered membership, and by freeing theology 
from fear and superstition. In hindsight, we rec-
ognized this first meeting as the foundation of 
the National Catholic denomination. Therefore, 
on the second Sunday of March each year, the 
purple of Lent is replaced by flowers on the al-
tar and gold vestments as we celebrate our 
birthday.  We reaffirm our identity as a refor-
ming and democratic Catholic church, and we 
pray that God continue to guide and bless us. 
   After Mass, we continue to celebrate our 
founding by putting into practice what we 
preach.  We hold our Annual Congregational 
Meeting.  This gathering accepts the reports of 
officers and church organizations, and plans for 
the future.  We will elect our parish and Senior-
ate officers and representatives.  A democratic 
Catholic church only works if the people do.  
To all full members of the parish, I encourage 
you to attend and to participate.  This is who 
we are, and we should be proud to be able to 
participate in this holy process. 
PASSIONTIDE 
   Two weeks before Easter the church observes 
Passion Sunday.  It is said in John’s Gospel that 
Jesus was forced into hiding just prior to the 
events of His Passion.  This was a tactical re-
treat.  Jesus reinforced the faith of His closest 
followers so that they would be able to with-
stand the test of His crucifixion.  This absence 
of Jesus from general society is symbolized by 
the shrouds that will cover His image and those 
of His followers in the Sanctuary. All reference 
to glory or celebration is stricken from the litur-
gy.  The faithful are asked to think about what 
their lives would be like without the presence 
of Christ.   
   That afternoon the parishes of the Central 
Seniorate come together for the Meal in the 
Upper Room, which is a reenactment of the 
Last Supper.  If you would like to attend, a 
sign-up sheet is posted in the parish hall. 
   With Jesus’ followers prepared as best as 
they could be, our Saviour then marches boldly 

into Jerusalem.  The people acclaim Him with 
shouts of Hosanna and lay palm branches in 
front of Him as a sign of respect.  Thus begins 
Holy Week.  On Palm Sunday, the church 
blesses and distributes palms to the faithful.  
These are a sign of the humble kingship of our 
Saviour and also of His triumph even in what 
appeared to be His final defeat.  I hope that 
everyone at Holy Name will choose to partic-
ipate in this powerful first liturgy of Holy 
Week.  If friends of yours are unchurched, 
please extend my invitation to them to join us 
at the Holy Week Masses and liturgies as we 
prepare ourselves for both the cross and the 
wondrous hope of the resurrection. 
EASTER FOOD SALE 
   Each year on the Saturday of Palm Sunday 
weekend the parish conducts her Easter Food 
Sale.  Volunteers will gather to make pierogi as 
a Lenten fasting food.  If you can help, please 
contact Peg Kostiuk.  On the 26th volunteers 
will make golumpki.  Please contact Jane 
Grybko if you can assist.  On the 27th we will 
meet again to bake apple pies.  If available, 
please talk to Marge Sanderson.  And of 
course, we turn to all of you to prepare your 
own kitchen specialties at home to share with 
us.  Please bring in your donations on the 27th 
for pricing and display.  This is an important 
fundraiser of the parish so I hope that everyone 
will do what they can to help OUR church. 
CHURCH FURNACE / RECTORY KITCHEN 
   The Church Furnace / Rectory Kitchen 
Fundraising Committee is administering a raf-
fle that will run until the Easter Food Sale. First 
prize is a 5x7 handmade braided rug made by 
Pauline Polczwartek. Second prize is a hand-
made quilt by Maryanna Foster.  Third prize 
is a three piece handmade tote, hand bag and 
clutch.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for$5.  We 
have a goal of repaying the church the entire 
$16,000 that it cost for both of these projects.  
If you can help with a donation or by purchas-
ing a ticket, it would be much appreciated. 
   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, 
please inform the rectory. 



 4 

2015  -  Eighteenth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2015 

Approaching the Cross 
February 18th 
 Ash Wednesday Mass at Holy Name of Jesus Church at 6:30pm, 

Rev. Dr. Cynthia Crosson Harrington to preach and then speak in 
the parish hall.  Session Title:  "What Does the Cross Mean to You?" 

 
February 25th 

Second session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden at the 
Whately Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  "What Is Your Cross to Bear?" 
 

March 4th 
Third session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo at the Sunderland 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  He Went Anyway 

  
March 11th 

Fourth session offered by Rev. Roger Daly at the Montague 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  Outrageous Behavior! 
 
March 18th   

Fifth session offered by Revs. Barbara Turner Delisle and Sherril  
Willis at the South Deerfield Congregational Church at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  Body-Wise Wisdom 
 
March 25th  

Sixth session offered by Peg Davies at the Conway United 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 

Session Title:  What Love Is This? 
-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments wil l be served after each gathering by the host 
parish. 

All Are Welcome 
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In case of inclement weather, please contact your 
pastor for information about a possible cancellation.  


