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   I know that Easter seems like a long time ago, 

but the church is still in the Easter Season.  Last 

month we spoke about the crucifixion.  Now 

let’s move on to the resurrection.  This will 

make a lot more sense if I could assign a bit of 

homework.  Get a notepad.  Draw four col-

umns, one for each of the Gospels.  Then jot 

down answers to these questions:  Who went 

when to the tomb on Easter morning?  Was the 

entrance sealed?  What did they see at the tomb 

and what if anything was said to them?  What 

happens after the visit to the tomb?  If the res-

urrected Jesus appears what does He say, to 

whom and where?  Now sit down for fifteen 

minutes with your Bible and read Matthew 28, 

Mark 16:1-8, Luke 24 and John 20.   

   Hopefully you have a page marked up with 

details from each Gospel, and you noticed that 

it is hard to match up the Gospel details one to 

the other.  You can struggle with it for as long 

as you like, but they will not fit together.  Mat-

thew talks about an Easter morning earthquake.  

You don’t forget earthquakes, but none of the 

other Evangelists remember an earthquake.   

   Discrepancies such as the darkness before 

dawn, as dawn is rising, or after sunrise can be 

defended, but what about angels?  Would you 

forget an angel?  The oldest Gospel has “a 

young man dressed in a white robe,” which 

Luke expands to “two men in dazzling 

clothes,” but Matthew then takes off with a sto-

ry of one angel whose “appearance was like 

lightening, and his clothing white as snow.”   

   The angels I would like to talk about though 

are in John’s Gospel.  Mary Magdalene discov-

ers the opened tomb, Peter and the Beloved 

Disciple investigate and find it empty.  Then 

we are told that Mary Magdalene remains out-

side the tomb grieving.  Something draws her 

attention and she looks inside the tomb.  There 

she sees “two angels in white.”  We need to 

take special note of where they are located.  

John tells us that they are seated at either end of 

the burial slab where Jesus’ body once lay.   

   Early in John, Jesus cleanses the Temple.  He 

is accosted because of this and in His defense 

Jesus tells “the Jews” that they will destroy the 

temple and in three days He will restore it (2: 

19, 21)  If we go back to the Book of Exodus, 

God is telling Moses, “You shall make two 

cherubim of gold; … at the two ends of the 

mercy seat.” (25:18)  In between these angels, 

the ark of the covenant was placed.  The ark 

represented the presence of God in the world.   

   You may remember last month’s discussion 

about the rending of the Temple curtain either 

before or after Jesus’ death. John does not con-

vey this detail, but he has his angels.  John is 

telling his readers that the resurrected Jesus has 

replaced the ark as the presence of God in the 

world.  The details are different, but not as mis-

takes or fabrications. Details such as John’s 

angels are intentional, and his consistent mes-

sage is that Jesus is our direct connection with 

God not by visiting a temple, but by belief.   

   Or, briefly, Jerusalem is the focal point of the 

Jesus story in Luke.  Jesus’ birth is tied to Jeru-

salem, the body of the Gospel is a travel log to 

Jerusalem and the climactic conclusion of Je-

sus’ life is in Jerusalem.  The resurrected Jesus 

appears to His disciples in Jerusalem, and since 

Acts is Luke Volume II, He also orders them to 

stay in place (Acts 1:4).  They are there to wit-

ness His ascension on the 40th day after Easter 

and they are still there on Pentecost, ten days 

later.  Jerusalem is Luke’s symbol of covenant 

continuity of Jews, Jesus and church. 

     Matthew, however, reports that both the an-

gels and the risen Lord tell the women to in-

form the disciples “to go to Galilee; there they 

will see [Jesus].”  These stories cannot be rec-

onciled, but their purpose is not the details. 

Matthew tells the disciples they will see Jesus 

by continuing the work He had been doing dur-

ing His ministry in Galilee.  The message is to 

get back to that work.  Galilee is not about 

place; it is about continuing everything shared 

in Matthew’s Gospel about the life of Jesus. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JUNE 

June 2, 2017 – Monthly visitations to the sick 

and the shut-in of the parish. 

June 3rd – Parish Tag Sale in the parish hall 

from 8:00am – 3:00pm. 

   Confession for the youth of the parish at 

10:30am. 

June 4th – FEAST OF PENTECOST.  Mass of the 

day at 9:00am. 

   Monthly meeting of the Adoration Society at 

10:00am. 

June 6th – Bible study group will meet in the 

parish hall from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 

June 11th – Closing of the School of Christian 

Living program for the academic year at the 

9:00am Mass. 

June 13th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 

Committee at 7:00pm. 

June 14th – Flag Day.  Display the Colours 

proudly. 

June 15th – FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI.  Cen-

tral Seniorate’s combined Mass and eucharis-

tic procession at 7:00pm at Westfield. 

June 17th – Edible Landscapes work project 

from 10:00am – 12:00pm. 

June 18th – FATHER’S DAY.  Mass at 9:00am 

with special prayer for fathers, living and de-

ceased. 

   Weather permitting, Mass will be celebrated 

outdoors. 

   Special collection for the Clergy Pension 

Fund of the church. 

June 19th – Bible study group will meet in the 

parish hall from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 
*** ** * ** *** 

SACRED VOCATIONS MONTH 

   During the month of June every year, the 

church asks her faithful to pray for Sacred Vo-

cations.  Jesus calls the ones He needs to serve 

as His priests.  Our job as church is to encour-

age that calling.  During this month, please 

pray for Sacred Vocations so that our church 

may have the priests and pastors she deserves. 

   As you probably know, I am a very vocal 

supporter of allowing women to be Ordained in 

our denomination.  I believe that it is a damag-

ing anachronism to insist on a male-limited 

priesthood because that is what we are used to 

in our church.  This limitation prevents innova-

tion, and change is not inherently anti-tradition.  

I would argue that change is a necessary com-

ponent of tradition, and is consistent with the 

whole idea that we are a church born and con-

stantly renewed with a Pentecost Spirit. 

   However, the denomination sees things quite 

differently.  They demanded that Women’s Or-

dination Now no longer be a parish organiza-

tion.  WON used to report to our Annual Con-

gregational Meeting.  This is no longer possi-

ble.  WON remains intact and active, but now 

as an independent organization.  Meetings will 

be held off site, but will still be held.  Informa-

tion as to dates of meetings, activities, and pro-

grams may be found by visiting our webpage 

(www.womensordinationnow.org) or Facebook page 

(https://www.facebook.com/groups/576503072460461/). 
PARISH TAG SALE 

   Our thanks go out to Maryann Uchneat and 

Maryanna Foster for supervising this fundrais-

ing event.  And thanks to everyone who has 

been bringing in donations on Saturdays and 

Sundays.  June 3rd is the date of our Parish Tag 

Sale and we would love to see you there. 
FEAST OF PENTECOST 

   Leviticus 21:15-16, 21describes the Jewish 

feast of Shavu'ot, the Festival of Weeks.  It is a 

week of weeks or 49 days after Passover. When 

you add in the day of Passover itself, then Pen-

tecost falls on the 50th day, hence the name’s 

association with the Greek word for fifty.  Pen-

tecost is the second of the three major festivals 

with both historical and agricultural signifi-

cance (the other two are Passover and Sukkot).  

Agriculturally, Pentecost commemorates the 

time when the first fruits were harvested and 

brought to the tabernacle and later the Jerusa-

lem Temple.  Historically, it celebrates the giv-

ing of the Torah at Mount Sinai on the 50th day 

after Israel’s escape from Egypt. 

   This festival was the reason why there were 

so many Jewish pilgrims in Jerusalem on that 

first Pentecost after Jesus’ crucifixion and res-

urrection.  According to the Acts of the Apos-

http://www.womensordinationnow.org/
https://www.facebook.com/groups/576503072460461/
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tles, it was on this occasion that “All of them 

were filled with the Holy Spirit.” (2:4)  The 

connotation of “All” can be disputed, but it 

may well mean indiscriminately.  I say this be-

cause those filled with the Spirit both spoke 

and heard intelligible conversation, while oth-

ers “sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new 

wine.’” (2:13)  It was not that the speakers 

were simply made fluent in other tongues so 

that the ones familiar with those languages 

could hear and understand because to the unin-

spired there was only drunken blather.  Paul 

writes to the Corinthians of spiritual gifts and 

in this catalogue of charisms he includes:  

“…to another various kinds of tongues, to an-

other the interpretation of tongues.  All these 

are activated by one and same Spirit, who allots 

to each one individually just as the Spirit 

chooses.” (1 Cor. 12:10-11) 

   Plus, when Peter addresses the crowds, I have 

to assume now in the vernacular, he quotes 

from the Greek Scriptures, the Septuagint.  

Moving past this idiosyncrasy, he quotes from 

the prophet Joel that the Spirit will be shared 

with “‘all flesh, your sons and your daughters 

shall prophesy … Even upon my slaves both 

men and women, in those days I will pour out 

my Spirit.’” (Acts 2:17, 18)  This is a strange 

quotation choice if the Spirit had only been 

shared with twelve men.   

   What we have here is a founding story of our 

faith.  Acts alone holds off on sharing the Spirit 

until Pentecost.  In other words, it is a deliber-

ate choice.  Pentecost was associated with the 

giving of the Law, the centerpiece of the Jewish 

religion.  The Christian Pentecost is likewise a 

celebration of the centerpiece of our faith, but 

now the Law is replaced by the Spirit.  Return-

ing to Paul, we read:  “… of a new covenant, 

not of letter but of spirit; for the letter kills, but 

the Spirit gives life.” (2 Cor. 3:6) 

   Christianity is a faith that relies not on the 

past, but on the abiding presence of the Spirit 

always.  But the church must remain humble 

because the church belongs to the Spirit not the 

Spirit to the church.  The Spirit goes where the 

Spirit chooses.  The job of the faithful is to fol-

low.  And these are the prayers we will offer as 

we gather together on our Pentecost just like 

our forebears did in old Jerusalem.     
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

   We have been enjoying some interesting con-

versations as we meet a couple of hours a 

month.  John’s is an amazing Gospel.  We will 

soon be reading chapter 6, which is John’s 

treatment of the Eucharist.  It is extremely in-

teresting that John chooses to move this discus-

sion from the Last Supper to the middle of Je-

sus’ ministry.  Why?  Are there special words 

of institution in this text that were used in the 

Johannine communities as they gathered for 

Communion?  The scholar Robert E. Brown 

believes there are.  If any of this sounds the 

least bit intriguing, I invite you to join us for 

the fun of Bible study. 
FEAST OF CORPUS CHRISTI 

   And speaking of the Eucharist, the Sen-

iorate’s combined celebration of the Feast of 

Corpus Christi will take place on June 15th at 

7:00pm in Westfield.  I will be preaching.  

ANS members are invited to process with can-

dles and choir members to sing.  If you would 

like to drive down with me, let me know.  A 

light reception follows the liturgy. 
FATHER’S DAY 

   What more can I say that you haven’t heard 

so many times before from me?  Anyway, on 

this most important of days, I hope you will 

join us at Mass as we celebrate the fathers with 

us and those who have entered their eternal re-

ward.  Weather permitting, we will gather out-

side beneath our beautiful maple trees for our 

first summer outdoor Mass. 
EDIBLE LANDSCAPES 

   On the 17th we are looking for volunteers to 

help with plantings and the such in our garden 

area to the south side of the parking lot. If you 

have plants to share, bring them along too.  The 

apple trees look great, the berry bushes too, and 

the flowers are pretty.  Help us help others with 

our edible landscapes garden.  We hope that as 

the trees mature we will be able to share some 

of our harvest with local food banks.  Thanks. 
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