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“Learn to Think for Yourselves” – Part II
   As I sit down at my computer to write this 
month’s article, it happens to be the exact 800th 
anniversary of the signing of the Magna Carta.  
I sit in Massachusetts which was so impressed 
with this Great Charter of the freedom of the 
individual against the arbitrary rule of tyrants 
that in 1775 she adopted as her State Seal a 
patriot with a sword in one hand and a copy of 
the Magna Carta in the other.  This image is 
still displayed prominently in a State House 
window.  On June 15, 1215, English barons and 
bishops forced King John to constrain his 
authority by the rule of law.  The church which 
was still professing the divine right of kings 
was also beginning to appreciate the divine 
rights of the people.  The Magna Carta en-
shrines the idea of law welling up from the 
people rather than coming down from the gov-
ernment. 
   Also today I had the privilege of sitting down 
with Fr. Sen. Banas at the FCAT studio.  Fr. 
Wos and I interviewed him as the last priest 
taught and trained by Bp. Hodur.  One of the 
questions asked of Fr. Sen. Banas was about 
the importance of Independence Day in our 
early church.  He answered that Bp. Hodur saw 
the political freedom of America as analogous 
to the religious freedom of National Catholics.  
As freedom defines the American creed so it 
does our church creed.  Here again, just as in 
1215, we have the church honouring and 
defending the rights of the individual.   
   It is in this context that we should read the 
Minutes of the December 23, 1914 meeting of 
the Scranton Parish Committee.  The Commit-
tee was receiving a report of the recently com-
pleted General Synod.  This is how the trans-
lated discussion appears in print:  “When the 
matter of adding lay people to the General 
Council [now the Supreme Council] was raised, 
voices of opposition were heard [at the Synod], 
saying it is best left to the priests.  Bishop 
Hodur did not agree, stating that lay people 

belong on the council.  ‘Learn to govern 
yourselves,’ he said to the Synod.  ‘Learn to 
decide for yourselves and to think for 
yourselves.’” (Centennial Album of St. 
Stanislaus Cathedral, pgs. 38-39)  I read these 
words a century later and I am still impressed, 
excited and awed by the man, the sentiment and 
the revolutionary democracy this church once 
embodied. 
   In comparison I would now like to repeat 
some of the Constitutional amendments 
brought to the last Synod by the Constitution 
Committee itself:  “It is of Catholic faith that 
bishops are of divine institution –  they are 
overseers of the church … Bishops, with the 
Prime Bishop as the head, are also responsible 
for faith, morals and discipline of the entire 
church.  …  Prime Bishop – By the will of God, 
the supreme authority in the PNCC resides in 
the single personality of the Prime Bishop who 
is vested with the care, administration and des-
tiny of this church.”  This language was toned 
down on the Synod floor, but how did such 
proposals ever make it out of a committee of 
National Catholics?  And what did pass muster 
was that the General Synod now only “ratifies” 
the decisions of the clerical hierarchy.  I cannot 
remember if it was at this point or not that I 
quoted the above words of Bp. Hodur from 
1914 as a reminder of what we once were and 
what we could still be.   
   In the summer I love to sit on the front porch 
and read the Sunday Boston Globe.  Recently, 
they ran an investigative article about mutual 
insurance companies.  In 2001 a group sought 
more accountability from the Massachusetts 
Mutual Life Insurance Company – Mass 
Mutual as it is better known.  The company 
fought back by changing its bylaws to prevent 
policy holders from bringing proposals for a 
vote without approval from the board of direc-
tors.  It is not difficult to transpose this business 
example to the business of a church that has 
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just consolidated authority among the clergy.  
The article continues, “The lack of accoun-
tability, critics say, could allow executives to 
mismanage the company or divert profits to 
themselves.  That concern isn’t theoretical.” 
(6/7/15, p. A8)  The reporters next mentioned 
that its chief executive was fired in 2005 for 
abusing his position to enrich himself.  This 
only came to light when his wife filed for 
divorce.  Otherwise, he probably would have 
gotten away with it.  Please understand that I 
am in no way impugning the character of our 
hierarchy.  They are good men most of whom I 
have known and respected for years.  However, 
I am challenging a new model of church gov-
ernment that is in direct opposition to the orig-
inal intent of our organizers and which does 
hold the possibility of abuse.  We are a church 
born of democracy, and “ratifies” is not at all 
the same.  It would be most unfortunate to let 
this new ordinance replace the proud tradition 
of our once truly democratic Catholic church. 
===   ===   ===   ===   ===   ===   ===   === 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JULY 

July 3, 2015 – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut in the parish. 

July 4th – INDEPENDENCE DAY.  Mass of the 
day at 8:00am. 

July 6th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

July 10th – Outdoor movie night at the church 
at 8:00pm. 

July 11th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish (Please note special week). 

July 12th – Early Summer Mass at 7:45am, 
along with the regularly scheduled Mass at 
9:00am. 

      Annual Diocesan Worship Service at the 
Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH 
beginning at 3:30pm. 

July 16th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm (Please note special 
day). 

July 17th – Requiem Mass for Bp. Leon 
Grochowski, second Prime Bishop of our 
church, at 7:30am.  

      YMSofR picnic starting at 6PM. 
July 19th – Summer outdoor Mass, weather 

permitting, at 9:00am. 
 10:00am – Edible Landscaping Parish 

Meeting 
July 20th – Bible study group will meet in the 

parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 
* ** *** ** * 

NEW MEMBER 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Joyce 
Twarog to Holy Name of Jesus.  If someone 
you know does not worship anywhere, please 
invite them with you to Mass. 
DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT 
      The diocesan Youth Retreat will be held at 
4-H Camp Howe in Goshen, MA from August 
16th – 20th.  Our offsite excursion will be to the 
Mountain Coaster at Berkshire East.  The cost 
is $135/person, but a $50 fee is tacked on if you 
do not register by July 1st.  If there is interest in 
only attending for a single day with no over-
night stay, that would have to be on Monday or 
Tuesday and the cost would be $35.  Registra-
tion and health forms are available through the 
rectory.  
   The theme of this year’s Retreat is 
#regenerate2015.  The retreats involve liturgy, 
learning sessions and fun.  There is a rock wall 
to climb, boating, lake swimming, bonn fires, 
arts and crafts, archery, an obstacle course, 
team building exercises and other kids.  This is 
a great chance for the young people to get to 
know each other, the clergy and their church.  I 
hope we can get a good group together to par-
ticipate in this year’s Retreat.  If you would like 
more information, please contact Fr. Calvo.  
INDEPENDENCE DAY 
   The Fourth of July is the celebration of our 
nation’s independence.  It is the timeless re-
membrance of the Declaration of Independence 
and those inspiring words:  “We hold these 
truths to be self-evident, that all men are cre-
ated equal, that they are endowed by their Cre-
ator with certain unalienable rights, that among 
these are life, liberty and the pursuit of happi-
ness.  That to secure these rights, governments 
are instituted among men, deriving their just 
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powers from the consent of the governed.”  The 
freedoms we can easily take for granted so in-
spired the founders of this church denomination 
that it was on July 4, 1897 that the cornerstone 
of our first church in Scranton was blessed.  As 
a people’s church in which democracy is hal-
lowed as a God-given right we continue to cel-
ebrate Independence Day with a  special gusto.  
Mass on this day will be celebrated at 8:00am 
and all are encouraged to attend. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group is making its way 
through the New Testament Epistle to the He-
brews.  No one knows who the author of this 
book is, but it is included as part of the inspired 
Christian canon nonetheless.  We study each 
line of the text, but what I find intriguing is the 
excited discussions that are generated when 
least expected.  It really is true that God speaks 
His Word to each of us.  You are more than 
welcome to come and join us as we study the 
sacred text and also to join us to see where that 
text will lead.   
EARLY & OUTDOOR MASSES 
   During the summer months we add an early 
Mass to our schedule so that people can come 
to church when it is cooler and also so they can 
fit church in before taking off for summertime 
activities.  July’s early Mass is on the 12th at 
7:45am with the regular Sunday Mass at 9AM. 
   The other special summertime practice is our 
outdoor Mass.  These are those special occa-
sions out beneath our maple trees.  I love being 
outside for Mass and I hope you do as well.  
July’s outdoor Mass will be on the 19th, 
weather permitting at 9AM. 
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 
   At June’s meeting of the Parish Committee 
Felix Lufkin was invited to speak about edible 
landscaping.  This non-profit group is part of a 
worldwide movement that encourages edible 
landscapes through the planting of fruit trees, 
berry bushes, grape vines, herbs and wild-
flowers.  They are willing to either come and 
do all of the planting work themselves after 
having discussed their plan of action with the 
parish, or parish volunteers can offer to help 

them.  The organization then hopes that the 
host will share the harvest with the community, 
which we are thinking may be our additional 
support of the Franklin County Survival Center.  
A committee was formed to vet the idea and 
would now like to present its proposal to the 
parish on Sunday, July 19th after Mass – 
hopefully, weather permitting, our outdoor 
Mass, which would be quite appropriate. 
CATHEDRAL OF THE PINES 
   The annual diocesan worship service will be 
held at the Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, 
NH on Sunday the 12th beginning at 3:30pm.  
Bp. Paul Sobiechowski will be the principal 
celebrant of the Mass with the diocesan clergy 
concelebrating with him.  The worship service 
is open to any and all.  If, however, you would 
like to attend the chicken barbecue meal 
afterwards, please contact Fr. Calvo for 
reservation information. 
MOVIE NIGHT 
   On Friday, July 10th, we will hold the first of 
our outdoor summer Church Movie Nights.  
We have to wait for it to get dark outside so 
people can start showing up at 8PM.  We’ll 
have drinks and smores for you while you set 
up your blankets or lawn chairs.  We have 
options of Toy Story or Happy Feet.  A show of 
hands will decide which one we watch 
together.  It should be fun so say your prayers 
that it doesn’t rain. 

 or    
 

      Chicken Barbecue dinner and raffle 
tickets are distributed to all parishioners 
under a separate mail-ing.  For additional 
tickets, please contact the rectory.  The 
BBQ is on Sunday, August 16th in Hatfield.  
If you can help work the BBQ, please speak 
to Don Skroski or Alice Maiewski.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH 
OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
15 Thayer Street · South Deerfield, MA 01373 · 413-665-2129 
www.holynamedeerfield.org · Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor 

 
Dear PARISHIONER, 
 
We are writing to you in regard to our Annual Chicken BBQ. This great event, fundraiser and time of fellowship 
has been part of our parish for over 50 years now. 
 
This year the BBQ will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015 at the Hatfield Lions Pavilion in Hatfield, MA. If 
you attended last year you know what a great success it was! We are happy to announce that again this year we 
will have music and dancing from Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s Men. Beer and wine will also be offered 
again, and our popular raffles will offer a variety of prizes. 
 
The success of our BBQ last year included serving our delicious chicken BBQ dinners to about 375 people, and 
attracting over 400 people to the event. This year we hope to do even better! 
 
This event is a crucial fundraiser for Holy Name of Jesus Church. Being a non-profit organization, our 
fundraisers are necessary to support our parish. We are asking our parishioners for their support of this 
important event. Please consider becoming one of our Parishioner Sponsors in any of the following levels. (You 
may do so in your name, or also in honor of passed loved ones): 

 
Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 

Prominent placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Platinum Parishioner Sponsor’ 
Four BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($68 value) 

Four raffle ticket books for the day of the event (24 tickets, $20 value) 
 

Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Gold Parishioner Sponsor’ 

Two BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($34 value) 
Two raffle ticket books for the day of the event (12 tickets, $10 value) 

 
Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Silver Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Bronze Parishioner Sponsor’ 

 
Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

All sponsors will also be listed on our website after the BBQ, for the remainder of 2015. In order for us to be 
able to properly recognize all sponsors it is requested that any donation be made no later than August 2, 2015. 
Please complete the donor form enclosed. All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Skroski      Fr. Randy Calvo 
Parish Committee Chairperson    Pastor 
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Holy Name of Jesus Parish · South Deerfield, MA 

Annual Chicken BBQ PARISHIONER Sponsor Form 
 

Please fill out and mail (to Holy Name of Jesus Church, 15 Thayer St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373) or 
drop off this form to the rectory, along with your check made payable to Holy Name of Jesus Church  

no later than August 2, 2015. 
 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street __________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _________________________________________State________Zip ___________ 
 

Telephone _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sponsorship Level (choose one): 
❍  Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 
❍  Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
❍  Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 
❍  Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
❍  Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

 
 

Sponsor’s Name 
Sponsors will be acknowledged, if they wish, on a display on the day of the BBQ and on our website. 

 
Please choose how you would like to be acknowledged: 

 
 

❍  My Name (your or your family’s name, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  In Honor Of (for deceased loved ones, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  Anonymous Donation (your name will not be printed) 
 
 

All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your support. 
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Eastern Diocese  
School of Christian Living Webinar 
- Christian education for the whole community - 

“A Year of Regeneration” 
Thursday, August 27th beginning at 7PM 

“Remembrance” 
A recorded interview with Fr. Sen. Fryderyk Banas, the last remaining clergyman 

who was taught by 
Bp. Francis Hodur 

"A Year of Regeneration - Into the Future" 
Fr. Robert Fredrickson on parish regeneration as we  

look to the future 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Future Directions Webinar 

“The Feast of Brotherly Love” 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7PM 

Offered by Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Log-in information will be shared with parishes closer to the dates of these events 
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