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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part I
   As I sit down to write this article, I am still 
waiting for my white Christmas snow.  Hope-
fully, January will be more like winter is 
supposed to be in New England.  When it is 
cold outside, what a great chance to find a 
warm spot in the house, pick up your Bible and 
read.  If you do not have a readable Bible, call 
the rectory and we’ll get one ordered for you.  
By readable I mean one that is written in mod-
ern English (I prefer the New Revised Standard 
Version) and is not expensive.  A cheap Bible 
means you are not afraid to write in it and to 
mark it up.  We treat the Bible as holy not by 
keeping it clean and pristine on our shelf, but 
by reading and studying it so that the Word of 
God can still speak to us.   
   But with this said, I would also encourage 
you to read the Bible with a pious skepticism.  
You read me right, skepticism.  The Bible is an 
inspired and inspiring collection of writings, 
but its brilliance can be hidden if we must turn 
off our rational minds so that we never have to 
say, “What?”.  When I was studying the Bible 
at Smith College, I remember my New Testa-
ment professor telling me that he began his 
course with the Epistles rather than the Gospels 
because it was a little easier for students to first 
read these Christian texts, held sacred by many 
in the classroom, in an historical and critical 
manner because at least they were not under-
stood as the very words of Jesus.   
   Following his example, I am going to start 
this series of articles on the surprising and the 
controversial in the Bible by turning to the 
famous biblical character of David.  I do so 
because even if you do not read the Bible you 
may well be familiar with this man’s story, a 
story that actually plays a part in Christmas.   
   His story begins with a king named Saul, the 
first king of Israel.  We should already be wary 
of how his story will unfold by how he is 
introduced.  Saul was wealthy and handsome:  

“There was not a man among the people of 
Israel more handsome than he; he stood head 
and shoulders above everyone else.” (1 Sam. 
9:2)  When someone looks like they are the one 
whom God should favour, watch out.  God sees 
in ways that we do not and this point is empha-
sized repeatedly in the Bible. 
   There appears to be three separate accounts 
of his anointing as king.  They are all stitched 
together because the biblical author holds all of 
these traditions as equally sacred.  This is not 
history in the 21st century sense, nor is it meant 
to be.  These story overlays are not fatal contra-
dictions.  They speak to us of a respect for the 
sacred traditions that each tries to convey as a 
different perspective on God’s plan. Thus, we 
are first told that Saul was anointed by Samuel 
after he had been searching for his father’s 
animals (1 Sam. 10:1), then the story speaks of 
his selection at a conclave of the various tribes 
(10:24), and thirdly we hear of his selection 
because of his warrior status (11:15).   
   Events, however, turn quickly against Saul 
and Yahweh reveals to his prophet:  “‘I regret 
that I made Saul king …’” (15:10)  This opens 
the door for David.  Possibly reflecting the his-
torical reality of generational succession, Da-
vid’s kingship is treated differently than that of 
Saul’s. Accordingly, we hear God tell Samuel 
that he must not judge by appearance. (16:6-7) 
Our first encounter with David is as a shepherd 
boy tending the flock. His story intersects 
Saul’s when David is chosen to play the lyre to 
sooth the king’s troubled spirit.  David is rein-
troduced to us in the story of Goliath when Saul 
must ask who the youngster is. It is obvious 
that these are two separate stories.  
   The biblical author has set the stage to tell us 
about the transition from Saul to David and the 
Messianic expectations associated with it, but 
look at all of the inconsistencies we have dis-
covered already. This is where I would like to 
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begin a discussion of reading the Bible with a 
purposeful skepticism.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

January 1, 2016 – Mass on the Feast of the 
Circumcision at 9:00am. 

January 2nd – Diocesan Winter Youth Gather-
ing in Webster, leaving the parish at 8:30am. 

January 3rd – ANNUAL meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

January 6th – FEAST OF EPIPHANY.  Mass of 
the day with the blessing of incense, chalk 
and water. 

January 7th – Epiphany visitations to the homes 
of all parishioners begins today. 

January 8th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

January 9th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am (Please note special week). 

   ANNUAL meeting of the YMSofR Men’s 
Group starting at 5:30pm. 

January 12th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

January 24th – First Sunday of Pre-Lent. 
January 31st – Music Scholarship Sunday. 

* ** *** ** * 
   “You are here to enrich the world and you 
impoverish yourself if you forget that errand.” -
Woodrow Wilson 
FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION 
   January 1st is not about the New Year when it 
comes to the church’s calendar.  The liturgical 
year begins with Advent.  January 1st is instead 
the eighth day after Christmas, the celebrated 
birthday of Jesus.  As such, this is the day when 
Jewish custom would have mandated that the 
child be circumcised and named.  This is the 
day He would have received the name Jesus.  
This day is especially important here since it 
was chosen as the name of our parish.  We have 
no record as to why, but nonetheless, it is our 
church’s special and cherished name-day.  I 
hope you will start 2016 by coming out to Mass 
as the first planned event of your New Year.  It 
can only bode well to start the New Year with 
God.  
WINTER YOUTH GATHERING 
   The annual diocesan Winter Youth Gathering 
will take place on Saturday, January 2nd at our 

sister parish in Webster, MA.  This event began 
when years ago some of our young parishioners 
wanted a way to meet up with friends they had 
made at our summertime Youth Retreats.  This 
is a chance to make and renew friendships 
within the larger body of our diocesan church.  
I would love to go with a bunch of our young 
people.  I would love to be able to talk them 
into becoming more active in these kinds of 
church activities, especially since our diocese is 
holding the biennial Youth Convocation this 
summer right in Manchester, NH. 
   The day will begin with our bishop, Bp. 
Sobiechowski, celebrating Mass for us at 
10:15am.  This means we need to leave South 
Deerfield at 8:30am.  I have been asked to offer 
a short and light talk on “The Holy Name of 
Jesus.”  After this, but not nearly as exciting as 
my talk, we will then share in pizza and go 
bowling.  There is a $5 registration cost for the 
day, but if you sign-up in advance, the parish 
will cover the cost.  If you need any more infor-
mation, contact Fr. Calvo.  Otherwise, I am 
looking forward to spending the day together in 
Webster. 
FEAST OF EPIPHANY 
   The story of the Bethlehem shepherds and the 
angels, and the story of the Magi and the star, 
are two distinct Christmas stories that can be 
forced together only with a willing and obliging 
imagination.  They are, however, our only ac-
counts of the birth of Jesus, and are thus both 
equally sacred.  The church does not wish to 
play favourites by choosing one over the other, 
and this has led to the tradition of celebrating 
the Shepherds’ Mass on Christmas Eve and 
then the arrival of the Magi twelve days later 
on Epiphany.  We symbolize this in our parish 
by locating the Magi and their camels on the 
church window sills until Epiphany when they 
move in to the manger and replace the 
shepherds.   
   The Magi are the fulfillment of the prophecy 
that all the world will come to worship before 
the King of the Jews.  The gifts they bring 
symbolize the nature and mission of the Christ 
Child.  Gold tells us of His royalty as the Son 
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of David; frankincense reminds us of His 
divinity as the Son of God; and the myrrh 
foretells His sacrificial death as the Son of 
Man.  Incense will be blessed at this day’s 
Mass to represent all of these gifts brought to 
Bethlehem and to Jesus’ house – but that’s a 
story for church that evening.  Water will also 
be blessed at this time since the Epiphany home 
visitations will begin the very next day.   
   It is so easy to forget quickly the Christmas 
joy and celebration.  By early January trees and 
decorations have already worn-out their 
welcome since they probably went up even 
before the beginning of Advent.  But in the 
church we will not let this wonder-filled 
mystery pass-by too quickly.  Help us to 
continue with the Christmas celebration as we 
transition into the Season of Epiphany. 
EPIPHANY HOME VISITATIONS 
   As mentioned above, the Epiphany home 
visitations will begin on January 7th.  I plan to 
visit the homes of all parishioners.  My rough 
schedule of visitations will be printed in the 
Weekly Bulletins of January.  When I arrive, it 
would be appreciated if televisions, radios and 
scanners would be turned off.  In the room 
where the blessing takes place, a crucifix may 
be placed and if you have a blessed candle from 
Candlemas it may be lit.  The prayers only take 
a moment, and then I will sprinkle holy water 
as part of the house blessing.  If you choose, I 
will then mark your doorpost with the initials 
of the Magi and the year of the visit.  The Magi 
traveled to the house of Jesus with their gifts.  
Now, during Epiphany, the church travels to 
the homes of her members with the gift of 
Christ’s blessing.  I look forward to these times 
with you in the informality of yours houses.  If 
you have questions, comments or concerns, this 
is the perfect chance to share them with me. 
SEASON OF PRE-LENT 
   Easter falls on March 27th this year, which 
means that Ash Wednesday will be observed on 
February 10th.  It is a stark transition from the 
seasons celebrating Jesus’ birth to that which 
remembers His suffering and death.  The 
church tries to ease this liturgical transition 

with the short, three week Season of Pre-Lent.  
On the three Sundays prior to Ash Wednesday, 
Lenten themes and practices will be introduced 
slowly, thus marking our remote preparations 
for the great mysteries of Holy Week. 
MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 
   The National United Choirs administers a 
music scholarship program.  Scholarships are 
awarded to church musicians so that they may 
continue their musical studies and also so that 
they may share these gifts with the church.  
This is made possible through our donations 
throughout the church on Music Scholarship 
Sunday.  If anyone is studying an instrument or 
taking voice lessons, speak to Fr. Calvo about 
applying for a scholarship. 
ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   Every January I remind our parishioners that I 
make monthly visitations to those who are 
sick and shut-in.  My visits occur during the 
week of the first Friday of each month.  If you 
would like to me to come to you with Confes-
sion and Communion, please notify the rectory. 
   Every Sunday a lay person is assigned to read 
the Lesson for that day’s Mass.  If you would 
like to add your name to the list of our lay 
readers, please speak to Fr. Calvo.  There are 
currently ten readers so your commitment 
would involve only reading about once every 
three months. 
   Our Sunday Masses are videotaped for re-
play on Frontier Cable Access Television’s 
channel 12 in Conway, Deerfield, Sunderland 
and Whately.  They may be watched every-
where at www.fcat.tv.  Hit the “Watch” drop 
down box, then “Video on Demand” and search 
for whichever Holy Name Mass you choose 
that is on the server.  Currently, we have five 
volunteers who tape the Mass for us. If you 
could help out with the videotaping, it would be 
much appreciated.  Please speak to Fr. Calvo if 
you can help. 
   Our parish choir shares their gift of music 
with us almost every time we gather in church.  
If you would like to join in their music ministry 
with your voice or if you play an instrument, 
please speak to Peg Kostiuk or Fr. Calvo. 



 5 

 


