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Confession of Faith at 100 - Part XIII
   Twelve years ago David Koresh holed-up in a 
compound in Waco, Texas with some of the 
followers of his Branch Davidian cult.  Within 
the cult, he had complete authority.  He was 
looked upon as a prophet.  He convinced his 
followers that the end of the world was ap-
proaching and that everything and everyone 
outside of the compound would be destroyed.  
The charismatic Koresh convinced his follow-
ers that to disobey him would lead to their des-
truction, as well.  He even had them convinced 
that he could return from the dead to punish 
them for any violation of his prohibitions. 
   Dr. Bruce Perry was the chief of psychiatry at 
Texas Children’s Hospital.  He treated many of 
the released children of this cult.  He reported 
that the children raised within the compound 
spoke of their love for Mr. Koresh.  The doctor, 
however, offered an alternative diagnosis: 
“Fear is what it was.  They learned to substitute 
the word ‘love’ for fear.” (NYT, 5/4/1993)   
   Religion must also be careful to not allow this 
substitution. To lead a religious life out of fear 
of a provoked God is not equal to a morality in-
spired by a desire to grow closer to a loving 
God.  Jesus is no David Koresh.  He does not 
need to threaten punishment in order to main-
tain a following.  Jesus deserves better than to 
have the church try to push people into His 
arms out of fear.  This month we will observe 
Pre-Lent, the transitional season between 
Christmas/Epiphany and Great Lent.  These 
seasons remind the faithful of a God who left 
the glories of heaven to be born humbly among 
us and of a crucified God whose dying words 
were, “Father forgive them for they know not 
what they do.”  Fear is a wholly insufficient 
replacement for the love of such a God.  If the 
church must resort to threats of hell to convince 
people to approach such a Saviour, then the 
church is failing to proclaim His gospel. 
    Bp. Hodur understood this distinction and it 
is diffused throughout the church he helped to 

organize.  He removed, for instance, the Minor 
Order of Exorcist and replaced it with Blesser.  
In this spirit, I have completed recently the Epi-
phany blessings of the homes.  These visits are 
to share Christ’s blessings, not to exorcise 
some imagined demon.  Also, Hodur does not 
speak of eternal damnation.  We teach punish-
ment for sins, but we profess it contrary to the 
nature of God to imagine that this punishment 
would be everlasting.  We all decry the savag-
ery of Islamic fundamentalist terror, but it pales 
in comparison with the thought of unending 
torment.  The Small Catechism of 1911 rejects 
eternal hell as a blatant contradiction of the 
God Jesus reveals.  How could the God of 
Bethlehem or Calvary stand aside as souls were 
tormented forever?  Divine punishment is one 
thing; eternal damnation is another. 
   It is in this context that we must interpret a 
gift presented to Bp. Hodur in 1924.  By him-
self, Hodur consecrated three bishops for our 
growing denomination.  In appreciation, the 
newly consecrated bishops presented their Con-
secrator with an inscribed desk lamp that re-
mains in Bp. Hodur’s retreat house in Way-
mart, PA.  The inscription reads:  “To him who 
extinguished the eternal fire of hell.”  At first 
glance this sounds bombastic.  In the context of 
forging our new church, however, this gift sum-
marizes our unwillingness to equate fear with 
faith.  With fear extinguished, love is all that 
remains to draw people to the faith.  Without 
eternal hell, our moral freedom emerges em-
powered.  Without the verisimilitude of fear, 
faith is authentic. We profess that all people 
will realize (eventually) their origin as created 
in God’s likeness and their destiny to share in 
“the union with God of all people, races and 
ages because,” as Tenet Twelve testifies, “I 
believe in the divine power of love, mercy and 
justice, and for nothing else do I yearn but that 
it may be to me according to my faith.” And 
with these last words of the Confession of 
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Faith, I draw this discussion on her 100th 
anniversary to its conclusion. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

February 1, 2015 – First Sunday of Pre-Lent.  
Mass at 9:00am. 

   Monthly meeting of the Adoration Society at 
10:00am. 

February 2nd – Feast of the Presentation.  
Mass of the day at 7:00pm with the blessing 
of candles. 

February 6th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish 

February 7th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

February 8th – YMSofR Men’s Club sponsored 
Lasagna Dinner at 5:00pm. 

February 10th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

February 16th – Requiem Mass on the 
anniversary of death (1953) of Bp. Francis 
Hodur, the organizer of our church, at 
9:00am. 

February 18th – ASH WEDNESDAY.  Mass of the 
day with distribution of ashes at 6:30pm.  
Guest homilist is Rev. Cynthia Crosson 
Harrington of the Whately Congregational 
Church.   

   The first of the Lenten Discussion Series will 
follow Mass in the parish hall. 

February 20th – Stations of the Cross will be 
recited at 7:00pm. 

February 22nd – Meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 10:00am. 

February 25th – Lenten Discussion Series at the 
Whately Congregational Church at 7:00pm. 

February 27th – Bitter Lamentations will be 
sung at 7:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
NEW MEMBER 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Karen 
Nytch to Holy Name of Jesus.  If someone you 
know is looking for a church, please invite 
them with you to Mass. 
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
   February 2nd is the 40th day after Christmas 
and the formal end of the celebration of the 
Incarnation.  According to Jewish custom, the 
baby Jesus would have been brought to the 

Temple on this day and presented to God as the 
first born male.  Luke tells us that as Joseph 
and Mary brought the Holy Child into the 
Temple precincts Simeon prophesied, ‘Master, 
now you are dismissing your servant in peace, 
according to your word, for my eyes have seen 
your salvation, which you have prepared in the 
presence of all peoples, a light for revelation to 
the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.” (2:29-32)  To symbolize these words 
the church blesses candles for her use.  The 
faithful are invited to bring candles of their 
own to Mass for the blessing and these may be 
lit at any religiously important time in the 
home.  The candles remind us of Jesus, the 
light of the world.   
SEASON OF LENT 
   February begins with the First Sunday of Pre-
Lent.  This is a short transitional season that 
takes us from the joyous message of the Christ-
mas/Epiphany Season to that of Great Lent’s 
focus upon Jesus’ Passion and crucifixion.  
During this time, the Lenten themes and prac-
tices are gradually introduced. 
   Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  Palms from 
previous Palm Sundays are burned and their 
ashes placed upon the foreheads of those at 
Mass.  The burnt palms symbolize how easy it 
is to turn away from God.  They remind us of 
the reality of sin in our lives, but also challenge 
us to return to God.  Lent is the perfect oppor-
tunity to reconnect with Christ and church.  I 
hope and pray that our people will be changed 
by Lent because all of us can come closer to 
Jesus. When we compare ourselves to His com-
mitment on the cross, every one of us has the 
ability to give more to such a Saviour. 
   During Lent the church offers special 
devotions to help the faithful do just that.  
Every Lenten Friday we will conduct either the 
Stations of the Cross or the Bitter 
Lamentations.  These Services are not well 
attended.  I would ask that you try to attend at 
least one of these Lenten Devotions, especially 
if you have never attended one before. 
   Our parish also joins with the local 
Congregational Churches for our 18th annual 
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Lenten Discussion Series.  These discussions 
all take place on Wednesday evenings.  The 
schedule of presenters, locations and topics 
appears below.  This series allows us to share 
in each others Lenten expectations and 
understandings.  I have found them to be 
enjoyable and I hope you will too. 
NOMINATIONS COMMITTEE 
   The Parish Committee Chairman, Don 
Skroski, has appointed a Nominations 
Committee.  They are tasked with finding 
volunteers to serve on our various parish boards 
and on the Central Seniorate Council.  We are a 
democratic Catholic church.  This means that 
the people of the church must take an active 
role in her governance.  If you are asked to 
serve, please give it serious consideration.  If 
you would like to volunteer, please speak to 
Alice Maiewski, Bev Orloski or Lynnette Poe. 
BP. HODUR REQUIEM 
   Bp. Francis Hodur, the organizer of our 
church denomination, died on February 16, 
1953.  He was a couple of months shy of his 
87th birthday.  He had served our church from 
her inception until the day of his death.  He 
composed hymns, wrote liturgies, developed a 
unique theology, created programs for the 
youth, built a home for the aged, incorporated a 
fraternal insurance agency, not to mention 
handled the pastoral needs of a large parish and 
a growing denomination.  He must have been 
blessed with the strength and wisdom of God to 
accomplish all of this.  We remember this great 
man’s life on the anniversary of his death with 
a Requiem Mass at 9:00am.  If you are able, I 
invite you to attend this Mass with me.   
FUEL FUND COLLECTION 
   Every February the parish accepts your dona-
tions for the Fuel Fund.  These donations help 
defray the cost of heating the church, parish 
hall and rectory.  An envelope is included in 
your packet if you use the parish envelopes.  
Otherwise, donations may be placed in the 
Sunday collection basket clearly marked as for 
the Fuel Fund, or they may be mailed directly 
to the rectory.  Thank you for your generosity. 

 
CHURCH FURNACE / RECTORY KITCHEN 
   The Church Furnace / Rectory Kitchen 
Fundraising Committee is administering a raf-
fle that will run until the Easter Food Sale. First 
prize is a 5x7 handmade braided rug made by 
Pauline Polczwartek. Second prize is a hand-
made quilt by Maryanna Foster.  Third prize 
is a three piece handmade tote, hand bag and 
clutch.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for$5. 
   We have a goal of repaying the church the 
entire $16,000 that it cost for both of these 
projects.  To date we have raised 50% of that 
total.  If you can help with a donation at this 
time, it would be much appreciated. 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   A group of women and men from the parish, 
impatient with waiting for the church to begin a 
serious and open dialogue on the Ordination of 
women priests in our church, is meeting on a 
monthly basis after Sunday Mass.  A website 
(http://womenpriests.pbworks.com) has been created. 
It allows us to share information among our-
selves and also beyond Holy Name.  If you 
wish more information, please contact Theresa   
Billiel, attend our next   meeting on February 
22nd after Mass, or visit the website. 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
   The students of our School of Christian Liv-
ing are coordinating our Souper Bowl of Caring 
food collection.  This is a nationwide event run 
by church youth groups that coincides with the 
Super Bowl football game.  Much of the festiv-
ity of Super Bowl Sunday is associated with the 
food we feast on, but while we are able to enjoy 
“fun food” there are many families who have 
little or no food.  Up to and including Super 
Bowl Sunday, February 1st, students from the 
SOCL will accept your monetary or non-
perishable food donations.  If you would like to 
make an offering by check, please make them  
payable  to  “Franklin  Area  Survival  Center.”  
And once again, thank you for your generosity.   
   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, 
please inform the rectory. 
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2015  -  Eighteenth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2015 

Approaching the Cross 
February 18th 
 Ash Wednesday Mass at Holy Name of Jesus Church at 6:30pm, Rev. Dr. 

Cynthia Crosson Harrington to preach and then speak in the parish hall.  
Session Title:  "What Does the Cross Mean to You?" 

 
February 25th 

Second session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden at the Whately 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  "What Is Your Cross to Bear?" 
 

March 4th 
Third session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo at the Sunderland 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  He Went Anyway 

  
March 11th 

Fourth session offered by Rev. Roger Daly at the Montague 
Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  Outrageous Behavior! 
 
March 18th   

Fifth session offered by Revs. Barbara Turner Delisle and Sherril  
Willis at the South Deerfield Congregational Church at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  Body-Wise Wisdom 
 
March 25th  

Sixth session offered by Peg Davies at the Conway United Congregational 
Church at 7PM. 

Session Title:  What Love Is This? 
-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments will be served after each gathering by the host parish. 

All Are Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, please contact your pastor for 

information about a possible cancellation. 
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Lasagna Dinner  
with our Homemade  
Bolognaise Sauce 

 
Sponsored by the Holy Name of 

Jesus 
YMSofR Men’s Club 

Sunday, February 8th at 5pm 
on Thayer St. ,  South Deerfield. 

frrandy@holynamedeerfield.org or  
413-665-2129 for reservations 

 

Also includes salad, garlic bread, 
dessert and beverage. 
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$10/adult                $5/child 12 or 
under 

 


