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The Skeptical Bible Reader - XVI
   March 1st was Ash Wednesday; April 1st is 
the anniversary of birth of Bp. Francis Hodur.  
The reason I mention Hodur’s birth in the con-
text of our current discussion of the biblical ac-
counts of the Passion is that he resurrected the 
ancient but overlooked theology of regenera-
tion. Redemption is the more common phrase.  
It speaks to the saving life and death of Jesus.  
While not denying this theological position, 
Hodur emphasizes the consequence of redemp-
tion by resurrecting the biblical and early 
church teaching of regeneration, that as saved 
people we have the grace and the call to live 
godly lives.   
   Redemption is what is done for us by Christ; 
regeneration is what we do in response.  In the 
words of Paul:  “You also must consider your-
selves dead to sin and alive to God in Christ 
Jesus” (Romans 6:11); “For our sake [God] 
made [Christ] to be sin who knew no sin so that 
in him we might become the righteousness of 
God” (2 Corinthians 5:21); “… in my flesh I 
am completing what is lacking in Christ’s af-
flictions …” (Colossians 1:24).  Hodur was not 
satisfied with our pious acceptance of Christ’s 
redemptive life and death.  He insisted that 
there be an active response to it in how we live. 
   I mention this even now some 2,000 years 
following the passion and death of Jesus to 
demonstrate that people of faith continue to 
struggle with the meaning and consequence of 
the mystery not only of God incarnate, but of a 
crucified God. If we struggle still today, it must 
have been even more palpable among those 
first generations of Christians.  And this is the 
reason for the passion account discrepancies 
that we find in the Gospels.  They are not re-
cording history; they are creating theology.  
The Evangelists work with a core historical 
event, but are far more concerned with its 
meaning than with its details. 
   Mark’s is the oldest of the four Gospels.  His 
passion account portrays a silent Jesus as if He 
is almost in shock at the events taking place.  
He faces abuse from Pilate, the Roman soldiers, 

the Jewish priests, the onlookers and both of 
those crucified beside Him, and He is aban-
doned by His followers and family with only a 
group of “women looking on from a distance.” 
(15:40)   Finally, in words so powerful that 
they are remembered in their original Aramaic, 
Jesus genuinely wants to know why even God 
has forsaken Him.  
   As soon as Jesus dies, the Temple’s curtain 
rips in half.  The symbolism of this detail is that 
with the death of Jesus, God is now available to 
His people directly regardless of condition or 
circumstance rather than through the ministry 
of the Temple, a fortress-like building to both 
honour God and to keep the sacred separated 
from the secular. This truth is realized not by a 
Jewish onlooker or one of Jesus’ followers, but 
by a pagan soldier, a non-believer and a man of 
war. Why have the most unlikely of witnesses 
recognize the truth of Jesus’ identity?  Because 
Mark’s people are that same most unlikely of 
witnesses.  They believe in the unfathomable 
mystery of a crucified God while others who 
could have did not. 
   When Luke retells Mark’s account, his Jesus 
is no longer in shocked silence.  Even as death 
approaches, Jesus is more concerned about the 
welfare of others than His own fate (cf.  23:28-
31). And rather than feeling abandoned by God, 
Jesus in close communion with God prays for 
the forgiveness of His executioners.  Rather 
than Mark’s primordial scream toward heaven 
(15:37), Jesus knows the salvation that will fol-
low His death and promises the same to the re-
pentant thief (23:43). Quite profoundly, Luke, 
who does not preach atonement theology, 
moves the tearing of the Temple curtain to pri-
or to Jesus’ death, meaning that it is not His 
death per se that brings salvation.  And the cen-
turion does not offer a theological statement, 
but a legal one.  This is important for an Evan-
gelist who has the Acts of the Apostles in mind. 

<To	  be	  continued	  …>	  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF APRIL 

April 1, 2017 – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am.  Please remember that this 
is the Confession for Holy Week and Easter. 

   Anniversary of the birth of Bp. Francis Hodur 
(1866). 

April 2nd – Passion Sunday.  Monthly meeting 
of the Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

   Central Seniorate Meal in the Upper Room at 
4:00pm at the Westfield parish. 

April 5th – Final Ecumenical Lenten Discus-
sion, at the Conway Elementary School at 
7:00pm, offered by Rev. Barbara Seamon. 
Please note location change. 

April 7th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

   The Bitter Lamentations will be sung at 
7:00pm. 

April 8th – Easter Food Sale in the parish hall 
from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 

   Fr. Calvo’s “Faith Matters” column will be 
printed in the Greenfield Recorder. 

April 9th – Palm Sunday.  Blessing and distri-
bution of the palms, holy Mass, beginning at 
9:00am. 

April 11th – Holy Tuesday.  Diocesan Mass of 
Chrism will be hosted by our parish at 
4:30pm. 

April 12th – Holy Wednesday.  Lenten Peniten-
tial Service at 7:00pm. 

April 13th – Holy Thursday.  Mass and liturgy 
of the day at 6:00pm.  Followed by a potluck 
supper in the parish hall. 

April 14th – Good Friday.  The church will be 
open throughout the day for private prayer. 

   The Youth Stations of the Cross will be recit-
ed at 4:00pm. 

   Mass of the Pre-Sanctified will be offered at 
7:00pm. 

April 15th – Holy Saturday’s liturgies of prepa-
ration and anticipation at 8:00am. 

   Easter foods will be blessed in homes by invi-
tation. 

   Easter foods will be blessed in church at 
5:00pm. 

April 16th – EASTER SUNDAY.  Resurrection 
procession and holy Mass beginning at 
9:00am. 

   Children’s activity following Mass in the par-
ish hall. 

April 17th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm.  (Please note special 
date.) 

April 23rd – Roast Pork Dinner in the parish 
hall at 12:00pm. 

April 25th – Bible study group resumes at 
7:00pm in the parish hall. 

April 30th – Monthly meeting of Women’s Or-
dination Now. 

*** ** * ** *** 
   “A clash of doctrines is not a disaster – it is 
an opportunity.” – Alfred North Whitehead. 
PASSIONTIDE & HOLY WEEK 
   Passion Sunday is the day on which the 
church remembers that Jesus was forced into 
hiding to avoid a premature death.  The images 
of Jesus and the saints are covered in the Sanc-
tuary to impress upon us the forced absence of 
Jesus from human society. On this day, the par-
ishes of the Central Seniorate gather for the 
Meal in the Upper Room, which is a reenact-
ment of the Last Supper. 
   The next weekend ushers in Palm Sunday and 
Holy Week.  As Jesus approaches Jerusalem, 
the citizens and pilgrims honour Him as their 
Messiah-King by laying palms in front of His 
procession.  To symbolize this important occa-
sion, the church blesses and distributes palms.   
  Each year on Holy Tuesday the bishop of the 
diocese consecrates Holy Oils for his parishes.  
This year we will host this Mass of Chrism. Bp. 
Sobiechowski will be the celebrant and the 
priests of the diocese will concelebrate with 
him.  This is a special event in our parish and it 
is hoped that many of our faithful will choose 
to attend.  A light repast will follow in the par-
ish hall and we thank Andrea Lavoie for her 
help with this part of the day’s activity. 
   On Holy Wednesday, the faithful are offered 
the opportunity to receive a full, sacramental 
Confession.  This prepares us for the holiest 
events of Holy Week beginning the next day. 
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   Holy Thursday commemorates the Last Sup-
per of Jesus and His disciples, and His arrest in 
the Garden of Gethsemane.  The Mass begins 
as usual, but the tone quickly changes.  We cel-
ebrate the gift of the Eucharist, but the air of 
apprehension that hung over the Upper Room 
invades the liturgy.  Then following Mass, the 
Blessed Sacrament is carried to the Altar of Re-
pose, and then the rest of the Sanctuary is rent 
to symbolize the capture of Jesus by His ene-
mies.  So that as many as possible may receive 
Holy Communion on this day, Mass will be of-
fered at 6PM and will be followed by a potluck 
supper to break our fast together.  A sign-up 
sheet is posted in the parish hall or you may 
notify the rectory if you would like to partic-
ipate in the supper. 
   Good Friday must not be a day acknowledged 
by the faithful only within the church building.  
On the day Jesus dies on the cross we must act 
accordingly.  Our homes should be quiet and 
reserved, our meals simple. We should give this 
day to church and should not plan on dining 
out, going to the movies or allowing any other 
distraction to divert our attention from the holy.  
What more can God do than die for us?  What 
less can we do than remember such a love? 
   Jesus had promised that He would return to 
us after His death.  Accordingly, the church 
prepares for His resurrection on Holy Saturday 
while Jesus still lies in the grave.  Those prep-
aratory and anticipatory liturgies are beautiful 
and help us in our transition to Easter.  
EASTER SUNDAY 
   Easter Sunday is the celebration of Jesus’ res-
urrection from the dead and is the holiest day 
on the church’s calendar.  The liturgy begins 
with a reminder that the women went to the 
tomb expecting Jesus to be dead.  Their joyous 
surprise is announced with the hymn “Come 
Rejoice Our Lord Is Risen” as also lights, bells 
and celebration return to the church.  I cannot 
imagine why any church member who is able 
would stay away from Jesus’ house on this day 
of triumph and joy.  We have to make every ef-
fort to make sure that Easter remains a church 
celebration and is not corrupted like too many 

things about Christmas.  We are a resurrection 
people because of Easter.  We cannot let this be 
corrupted by bunnies and brunches. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Each year we return to Bible study after a 
winter hiatus.  Our first meeting will take place 
on Tuesday the 25th this year.  We will start up 
where we left off in October in our reading of 
John’s Gospel.  The other three Gospels have a 
shared format.  John stands alone.  This seems 
to be the favoured text of our organizer, Bp. 
Hodur.  His Mass Canon is based on John and 
many of His Gospel selections are from this 
Gospel.  Why not come and see what is so spe-
cial about this last of the Gospels?  So many 
people have questions about the Bible.  Here is 
the chance to study the Word of God and inves-
tigate the text to hopefully find some answers.  
We meet on alternate weeks for one hour, but 
this short amount of time may open-up a book 
that sits on too many shelves untouched. 
EASTER FOOD SALE 
   The annual Easter Food Sale will be held on 
Saturday, April 8th.  This is an important fund-
raiser for the parish.  Volunteers have made 
hundreds of dozens of pierogi.  If you can help 
make golumpki during the first week of April, 
please speak to Jane Grybko, if you can help 
bake apple pies, please contact Marge Sander-
son.  We also turn to all of our wonderful cooks 
and bakers and ask them to share their own kit-
chen specialties with us.  Your donations may 
be brought to the parish hall on Friday the 7th at 
any time during the day or evening.  When we 
all do what we can, these events work out so 
very well.  Thanks in advance for your help. 
SCHOLARSHIP INFORMATION 
   The PNU Education and Youth Stipend Ap-
plication form may be downloaded at www.pnu.org.  
Completed applications must be returned by 
April 15th.  Direct inquiries to Mage Stankowski 
at EYC@pnu.org.  The Polish Junior League of MA 
is accepting applications for their scholarships 
at www.polishjuniorleaguema.org and their deadline  
is May 1st. 
   If	  someone	  you	  know	  needs	  a	  hospital	  visit,	  
please	  contact	  the	  rectory.	  
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Roast	  Pork	  Dinner	  
Sunday,	  April	  23rd	  at	  noon.	  

Cost	  is	  $10	  for	  adults,	  $5	  for	  children	  12	  and	  under.	  

	  
Meal	  consists	  of	  roast	  pork,	  mashed	  potatoes,	  vegetable,	  

coleslaw,	  apple	  sauce,	  dessert	  and	  beverage.	  
	  

Tickets	  are	  available	  after	  Mass	  or	  by	  contacting	  the	  rec-‐
tory:	  

413-‐665-‐2129	  	  or	  frrandy@holynamedeerfield.org	  
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2017  -  Twentieth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2017 

Views from the Desert 

March 8th 
First session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo  
at the Whately Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  “‘My blood of the covenant’” (Matt. 26:28) 

(Please bring your Bible.) 

March 15th 

Second session offered by Rev. Dr. Cynthia Crosson Harrington 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  When God Surprises 
 

March 22nd 
Third session offered by Rev. Barbara Turner Delisle  
at the Sunderland Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  Sand between Your Toes 
 

March 29th 
Fourth session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden 
at the Montague Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  “In the Midst” 
 
April 5th   

Fifth session offered by Rev. Barbara Seamon 
at the Conway Elementary School (Please note change) at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  Surviving Joyously Through the Wilderness 

-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments will be served after each gathering by the host parish. 

All Are Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, please contact your pastor for 

information about a possible cancellation. 

 


