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Easter Already?
   April is a month this year filled with the 
Easter celebration of Jesus’ resurrection, but I 
am sitting here in my office writing this article 
in the middle of Lent.  I find switching gears a 
bit difficult.  I obviously cannot wipe the mys-
tery of the empty tomb from my memory, but I 
try to keep my Lenten journey focused on the 
cross.  I try to better appreciate what Jesus and 
God endured on Calvary without appending the 
certainty of the third day. I think Jesus’ anguish 
on the cross demands that it be treated separate-
ly.  Additionally, I think the separation makes 
the joyous shock of the resurrection that much 
more compelling.   
   Christmas has been diluted already by com-
mercialism.  No one needs to hear that com-
plaint again.  I thought Easter was safe because 
of Good Friday.  I thought the cross would dam 
any premature rush to Easter.  Now, however, I 
see and hear advertisements all over the place 
touting “Easter Weekend.”  It is not Easter 
Weekend.  It is Easter Sunday.  To celebrate 
the resurrection as if Good Friday’s cross was 
only a bump in the road, or Holy Saturday’s 
death of Jesus was only a momentary obstacle, 
is to cheapen and weaken the power of Easter.  
I truly believe that a person cannot appreciate 
the music, light, flowers and hope of Easter 
without first going to the cross and waiting by 
the grave.  “Easter Weekend” is the next threat 
to Christianity’s holiest celebrations.  I hope 
you will keep this in mind when April begins 
with the holiest days of Holy Week. 
   But with this said, still sitting here in the 
middle of Lent, I need to broach the subject of 
our faith’s greatest day.  Easter is hope unre-
strained.  Easter testifies to the truth of every-
thing that came before it in the life of Jesus.  In 
the Acts of the Apostles, the story of the ear-
liest church begins with the Ascension, moves 
on to the death of Judas, and then to the dis-
cussion of how to repopulate The Twelve.  In 
Peter’s voice we hear the requirements 

necessary to become the twelfth apostle:  “‘One 
of the men who has accompanied us during all 
the time that the Lord Jesus went in and out 
among us, beginning from the baptism of John 
until the day when he was taken up from us…’” 
(1:21-22)  The replacement of the apostle Judas 
had to be a follower of the historical Jesus.  He 
would have witnessed personally all of Jesus’ 
teachings and miracles.  And all of this would 
have qualified him for the singularly important 
task so that “‘… one of these must become a 
witness with us to his resurrection.’” (1:22)  
Easter was and is the epitome of the gospel 
proclamation. 
   In language which reveals the primitive 
Christian theology of the earliest church, 
Peter’s Pentecost speech professes “‘Jesus of 
Nazareth, a man attested to you by God with 
deeds of power, wonders and signs that God 
did through him among you …’” (2:22)  Fur-
thermore, this speech makes reference to “‘you 
crucified [him],’” but “‘God raised him up.’”  
Twice the divine initiative is emphasized to 
stress that God has righted the unjust verdict 
passed against Jesus, and the third testimony is 
especially emphatic:  “‘God has made [Jesus] 
both Lord and Messiah, this Jesus whom you 
crucified.’” (2:36)  Earliest Christianity was so 
awed by the resurrection that “a man” Jesus 
through whom “God did” wondrous things was 
made “both Lord and Messiah” by God through 
the resurrection.  
   This theology is so primitive that the church 
today would have qualms proclaiming it, but its 
honesty testifies to the nearly overwhelming ef-
fect that the first believers had to come to terms 
with once they realized that Jesus had died and 
was dead no longer.  As we should not pass 
over the cross and grave with talk of “Easter 
weekend,” so we should seek out the original 
wonder and hope of those glorious words  “‘He 
has been raised.  He is not here’” when we 
finally get to Christianity’s holiest of days.  
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Please extend my invitation to your friends and 
family to join us as we celebrate Easter Sunday. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF APRIL 

April 1, 2015 – Holy Wednesday.  Lenten 
Penitential Service at 7:00pm. 

   Bp. Hodur’s anniversary of birth (1866) 
April 2nd – Holy Thursday.  Mass and liturgy 

of the day at 6:00pm.  Followed by a potluck 
supper in the parish hall. 

April 3rd – Good Friday.  Church will be open 
throughout the day for private prayer. 

   Youth Stations of the Cross at 4:00pm. 
   Mass of the Pre-Sanctified at 7:00pm. 
April 4th – Holy Saturday.  Liturgy of the day 

at 8:00am.  Easter foods will be blessed in 
homes by invitation.  Easter foods will be 
blessed in church at 5:00pm. 

April 5th – EASTER SUNDAY.  Resurrection 
procession and celebration of the holy Mass 
at 9:00am. 

   Children’s Easter activity to be held after 
Mass. 

April 10th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

April 12th – Monthly meeting of the Adoration 
Society at 10:00am. 

April 13th – Bible study group will resume at 
7:00pm. 

April 14th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

April 15th – Fr. Calvo will attend the diocesan 
clergy conference at Mercy Center in 
Madison, CT and return on the 16th. 

April 27th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm. 

** *** ** * 
   “Life is like riding a bicycle.  To keep your 
balance, you must keep moving.” – Albert 
Einstein 
NEW MEMBER 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Ann 
Seymour to our church.  If someone you know 
is looking for a place to worship, please invite 
them with you to Mass. 
HOLY WEEK 
   April begins in the middle of Holy Week.  
Holy Wednesday is April 1st.  On this day we 
will conduct a Lenten Penitential Service.  This 

will conclude with the Sacrament of Penance.  
Adults are expected to receive a full, sacramen-
tal Confession at least once a year.  This is a 
perfect opportunity to fulfill this spiritual res-
ponsibility.  Plus, Confession prepares us for 
the holiest liturgies of Holy Week that follow. 
   Holy Thursday commemorates Jesus’ Last 
Supper with His disciples.  In the Upper Room 
in Jerusalem, Jesus instituted the Holy Euch-
arist when He said over the bread “This is my 
body” and over the chalice “This is my blood.”  
He also commanded “Do this in remembrance 
of me,” and we have for 2,000 years.  It is 
highly appropriate that we come together in our 
own Upper Room to gather with Jesus around 
the altar-table to receive His body and blood on 
the anniversary of its institution.   
   So that everyone may be able to keep the two 
hour fast before receiving Holy Communion, 
we are planning a potluck supper to follow in 
the parish hall right after the evening’s liturgy.  
A sign-up sheet is available at church for those 
who would like to attend.   
   Holy Thursday is also the night on which 
Jesus was captured in the Garden of Gethsem-
ane.  The beginning of His Passion is also re-
membered in the liturgy.  It serves as a power-
ful symbol of Jesus’ betrayal when the Sanctu-
ary is disrupted.  Crosses are knocked on their 
side, linens disheveled, candles left askew, the 
tabernacle door left open and the eternal light 
extinguished.  I hope you will think seriously 
about joining us at church to participate in this 
sacred liturgy. 
   Good Friday marks the day of the crucifix-
ion and death of Jesus.  The church will remain 
open throughout the day for private moments of 
prayer.  The most sacred hours are 9:00am – 
the traditional hour when Jesus was nailed to 
the cross, noon – when the skies grew dark, and 
3:00pm – when Jesus died.  We will hold our 
Youth Stations of the Cross at 4:00pm, which 
will be followed by the opening of the symbol-
ic grave of Jesus.   
   The emotional liturgy of the Mass of the Pre-
Sanctified will begin at 7:00pm.  No sacramen-
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tal action may take place on the day when Jesus 
dies. Thus, the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified.  The 
Communion host that the priest consumes must 
be Consecrated the day before.  This truncated 
Mass liturgy includes the adoration of the cross 
and the transition of the Altar of Repose to the 
Altar of Exposition, which now symbolizes 
Jesus on the cross. 
   The day of Jesus’ crucifixion is so solemn 
and somber that it should be reflected in our 
behaviour outside of the church building, as 
well.  Meals should be sparse and simple.  
Entertainment should be avoided.  This is not a 
day for dining out, going to the movies or other 
such activities.  If you so choose, even televis-
ions and radios may be turned-off in the home.  
It is a day to be treated differently and with all 
of the piety that we can manage. 
   On Holy Saturday the church waits and 
watches while Jesus is in the tomb.  He prom-
ised that He would resurrect on the third day.  
Trusting in that promise, the church prepares 
for the resurrection celebration.  Fire is blessed 
so that new light may be introduced into a dark-
ened church.  The prophecies of creation and 
renewal are proclaimed, and new water – a sign 
of life – is blessed.   
   Traditional Easter foods are blessed on this 
day.  A flier is available at church to explain 
these foods and their significance for any first-
timers.  This sacred tradition carries some of 
the church into your homes as you celebrate the 
greatest mystery of our faith.  The food bles-
sing can be done in your home by invitation or 
at the church at 5PM.  I encourage as many of 
you as possible to share in this special Easter 
practice. 
EASTER FLOWER FUND 
   If you would like to make a memorial con-
trib.ution, please do so through Fr. Calvo.  
Such donations will be listed in the Weekly 
Bulletin on the Sundays after Easter. 
EASTER SUNDAY 
   There is no greater day in the life of the 
church than Easter Sunday’s celebration of 
Jesus’ resurrection from the dead.  This is why 
all Sundays are holy for Christians and why we 

gather together at Mass.  The resurrection is the 
mystery that proves Jesus’ divinity and ratifies 
His proclamation.  Easter is the reason that we 
believe Jesus is still with us.  My fervent prayer 
is that every single member of our parish will 
be with us for this day’s liturgy.  We have 
nothing greater than Easter to offer.  This is a 
day of joy and hope that should be shared 
among all people inspired by Easter.  Take the 
initiative and invite friends or family to join 
with us as we rejoice in Jesus’ triumph. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   For close to twenty years now we have been 
reading and studying the Bible, the Word of 
God.  We meet from right after Easter through 
the end of Day Light Savings Time in the Fall.  
Last year’s group asked that we re-read the 
Epistle to the Hebrews.  This New Testament 
book is important for us as National Catholics 
because it defines our eucharistic theology.  It 
is also the only biblical book to mention the 
Christian priesthood, and you may be surprised 
by what it has to say.  We meet on alternate 
weeks for one hour.  Our first meeting will be 
on Monday, April 13th at 7:00pm.  There is no 
prior biblical knowledge required.  There are 
no tests.  This is only a chance to become more 
familiar with the sacred text of our faith.  If you 
have any questions, please do not hesitate to 
contact the rectory.  I hope you will accept this 
invitation of mine to come and join us as we 
informally make our way through the Epistle to 
the Hebrews. 
NEW PARISH FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
   At the Annual Congregational meeting the 
body voted to increase parish dues by $50 to 
help cover our recent deficits.  If this is a hard-
ship for anyone, they are asked to speak to Fr. 
Calvo who will then petition the Parish Com-
mittee to grant a hardship status.  This is all 
done confidentially.  The new parish dues rates 
for 2015 are as follows:  Family membership 
under 65 years of age - $455; family member 
over 65 -  $430;  single membership under 65 –  
$235; and single membership over 65 $215. 



 5 

   If someone you know needs a 
hospi-tal visit, please inform the 

rectory.

 


