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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part IX
   Our Bible study group is reading John’s Gos-
pel. John is different than the previous, and 
earlier, other three Gospels in the New Testa-
ment.  Since John is the last written of the can-
onical Gospels, it would be very strange if he 
had recollections or records of Jesus’ discour-
ses that earlier writers over-looked.  Thus, we 
have to ask what is the origin of the rather long 
pronouncements by Jesus in John.  At the Last 
Supper, for example, there are six verses of 
Jesus’ words in the oldest Gospel of Mark, and 
half of them deal with the institution of the 
Eucharist.  In John, the Last Supper extends 
from chapter 13 to 18, without a single world 
spoken about the institution.  The Eucharist is 
dealt with separately in conjunction with the 
miracle of the feeding of the 5,000, which takes 
place in Chapter 6’s 71 verses.  In this single 
example, we begin to see evidence of what 
scholars refer to as “prophetic ‘I’-sayings.” 
   Or let us look at Luke as another example.  
Luke is an author who offers a more extended 
view of Jesus’ gospel than does Mark, which he 
uses as his Gospel template.  Luke is writing 
for a church that expects a long interval of 
church history prior to the end of time, and this 
is why Luke also pens the Acts of the Apostles.   
   If we can take Mark 13 and read it next to 
Luke 21, we will notice an example of how 
Luke makes this change and all in the voice of 
Jesus.  For example, when we compare Mark 
13:7 with Luke 21:9, we notice that the Lucan 
Jesus adds the words, “‘Will not follow imme-
diately.’” Similarly, Luke 21:12 adds the 
phrase:  “‘But before all this occurs.’”  In Mark 
the persecution of believers and the end-time 
seem to be connected.  Luke’s Jesus is trying to 
separate the church’s persecution from the end-
time events.  As such, we notice also that Luke 
omits completely the Marcan Jesus’ words 
about “‘Look! Here is the Messiah’” because 
he wants to create the impression of an exten-
ded period of time before the Parousia occurs.  

   That changes are made in the biblical text is 
understandable, but special attention should be 
given to the practice that these changes are of-
ten introduced in the voice of Jesus.  As the cel-
ebrant at Mass, I am privileged to say, “This is 
my body” and “This is my blood.” I do not say, 
“Jesus said, ‘This is my body.”  I speak in the 
place of Jesus, or more accurately, Jesus speaks 
through my office.  Something similar happens 
in the earliest church when the prophetic char-
ism was active, acknowledged and respected.    
   The biblical scholar Rudolf Bultmann put it 
like this:  “The Church drew no distinction be-
tween  such utterances [as noted above in 
Luke] by Christian prophets and sayings of 
Jesus in the tradition, for the reason that even 
the dominical sayings in the tradition were not 
pronouncements of a past authority, but sayings 
of the risen Lord, who is always a contempor-
ary of the Church.” (History of the Synoptic 
Tradition, 1963, trans. John Marsh, p. 127-
128) What this means is that the word of the 
resurrected Jesus through the Christian prophet 
was as valid as the word of the historical Jesus.  
The Jesus-sayings, in other words, were not 
fixed in stone; they were fluid. They could be 
reworked and added to as needed.  The Word 
of God was creative, never stagnant.   
   Scholars will argue over words that the his-
torical Jesus said (i.e., “The first shall be last 
and the last shall be first.”) and words that He 
says through the church, and more specifically, 
through the Christian prophet, but both enter 
the tradition as inspired.  I find this idea exhil-
arating.  The New Testament is not history; it is 
based on history.  The New Testament is not 
only what Jesus said; it is what Jesus is still 
saying because Jesus “is always a contempor-
ary of the Church.”  We continue to delve into 
this on-going revelation of Jesus through the 
Spirit and the community, and this we will talk 
more about next month with an emphasis upon 
Bible study and critical, analytical thought. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

September 2, 2016 – Monthly visitations to the 
sick and the shut-in of the parish. 

September 3rd – Monthly Confession for the 
youth of the parish at 10:30am. 

Septembe 4th – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

September 6th – Bible study group will meet in 
the parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

September 7th – CROP Hunger Walk 
Recruitment Rally at the South Deerfield 
Congregational Church at 6:00pm. 

September 11th – FEAST OF BROTHERLY 
LOVE.  Mass at 9:00am.  Special collection to 
benefit the parish’s CROP Hunger Walk 
team.  Special observance of the 15th 
anniversary of the terrorist attacks against our 
country. 

September 13th – Monthly meeting of the 
Parish Committee at 7:00pm. 

September 17th – Annual diocesan SOCL 
Seminar, in Westfield starting at 10:00am. 

September 18th – Opening of our School of 
Christian Living classes for the new academic 
year at 10:00am. 

September 19th – Bible study group will meet 
in the parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

September 24th – Diocesan United Choirs 
concert in Webster at 3:00pm. 

September 25th – Spojnia Sunday.  Special 
prayers offered at Mass for the church’s 
fraternal. 

   Monthly meeting of Women’s Ordination 
Now at 10:00am. 

September 29th – Anniversary of the 
Consecration of Bp. Francis Hodur, organizer 
of our denomination, in Utrecht, Holland in 
1907. 

* ** *** ** * 
SUNDAY MASSES 
    With the arrival of September, I hope that our 
parishioners will make a concerted effort to be 
with us as we worship as the community of 
Holy Name of Jesus Church.  There are a good 
many of us who are at Mass every Sunday or at 
least most every Sunday, but we can do better.  

Obligation strikes me as the wrong way to ap-
peal for church attendance. There should be a 
spiritual, emotional and even intellectual bene-
fit that hopefully encourages us to be a regular 
part of the worshipping church.  We try, I try, 
to keep these motives in mind when we plan for 
our worship.  And along with whatever we do, 
your presence at Mass makes a difference too.  
Let’s try and replace wood with people, less 
empty seats and more faces of parishioners and 
guests.  Let’s make church necessary without 
having to talk about obligation. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group will meet on the 6th 
and the 19th of this month from 7 – 8:00pm.  
Some of the fastest growing churches in 
America are Bible based.  To me this is a bit 
misleading.  I think all churches are Bible 
based.  What I think is meant by Bible based is 
a church that reads the Bible literally.  They 
reject the idea of biblical interpretation.  Our 
church denomination is Bible based, but not in 
this sense.  This is most clearly shown in our 
embrace of the Sacrament of the Word of God.  
This sacrament recognizes that the written 
word is supposed to inspire each generation to 
interpret God’s historical revelation.  This is 
what we try to do in our Bible study group.  It 
is not easy and it is not the usual church Bible 
study group you may expect.  We try to look 
beyond the words and see the meaning and 
intent of the inspired author.  Many times these 
readings will be eye-opening.  If this sounds at 
all interesting, you are invited to come and join 
us as we read from John’s Gospel.   
FEAST OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
   A Special Synod was convened in 1906, 3 
years prior to the regularly scheduled one.  The 
church was in turmoil on her 9th anniversary.  
Attacks from without and dissention within 
were threatening the future of the movement.  
With all of this on their plate, the delegates of 
the 1906 Synod voted to establish the Feast of 
Brotherly Love to be celebrated annually on the 
second Sunday of September.  Our response to 
intolerance and calumny would be to pray for 
Brotherly Love.  This is a liturgical innovation 
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of which we should all be proud as National 
Catholics.  I hope you will make every effort to 
join us at Mass on this special day. 
   Also, this feast falls on the 15th anniversary of 
the terrorist attacks against our nation. Religion 
has the power to inspire wonderful and creative 
acts of charity and compassion, but it can also 
justify horrible acts of inhumanity.  On the 
Feast of Brotherly Love while we pray for the 
former, we will also remember the latter.  Pray-
ers will be offered for those who died and suf-
fered, and suffer still, and we will also remem-
ber the first responders who heroically gave of 
themselves for the sake of others, even stran-
gers.  What a perfect living example of that 
Sunday’s Gospel of the Good Samaritan.  This 
is a time to be at Mass.  I ask you to invite 
others too so that the power of Brotherly Love 
may be proclaimed and shared broadly.  
SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE – CROP WALK 
   This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur 
in the early days of our denomination.  Under 
its aegis, our parishioners have participated in 
the Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk.  We 
are now taking it a step higher by hosting the 
2016 Walk. We will host the Recruitment Rally 
on September 7th and the Walk itself will take 
place on October 16th.  The Recruitment Rally 
will take place at the South Deerfield Congre-
gational Church and we very much appreciate 
their assistance.  We will provide the light 
meal, but our parish hall is not handicap ac-
cessible and theirs is.  At the Recruitment Rally 
each church or organization receives their fund-
raising materials.  This means that if you would 
like to be a part of Holy Name’s team we will 
share a collection envelope with you after the 
7th.  Please do not be shy about soliciting 
donations.  This cause deserves our support. 
   There is organizational work to be done in 
advance of the Walk, volunteers are needed to 
work the day of the Walk, and we also want to 
field a team of walkers to help fundraise.  If 
you can help with this project that benefits 
sustainable food programs in underdeveloped 
nations and also supports food banks right here 
in Franklin County, please speak to Fr. Calvo. 

SOCL CLASSES RESUME 
   I wish to thank Anne Lafleur, Karen Nytch, 
Barbara Stahelski and Christine Piekarski for 
volunteering again this year to serve as teachers 
in our Christian education program.  Classes 
begin for the new academic year on September 
18th.  We have our teachers, materials and pro-
gram in place.  Every year we encourage our 
young families to try and set aside Sunday 
mornings for church, but we are not very suc-
cessful.  But ever the optimist, I ask again that 
the families with children and youth enrolled in 
the SOCL please make every effort to count 
Mass and Christian education important for 
those few hours once a week.  Help us to help 
our students know more about Christ and 
church. And please see the flier below for 
information about this year’s SOCL Seminar. 
SPOJNIA SUNDAY 
   On September 25th the church will offer pray-
ers for our fraternal organization.  Spojnia was 
organized in 1908 to serve the financial needs 
of our parishioners.  It is hard to believe, but 
those many years ago, members of our church 
faced economic discrimination.  We worked to-
gether to help each other.  We pooled our re-
sources and created this fraternal.  Even now 
the profits of this organization are returned to 
her members and to our church.  For member-
ship information call 1-800-724-6352 or check- 
out their website (www.pnu.org).  
WON 
   After a summer hiatus, Women’s Ordination 
Now will begin holding its monthly meetings.  
This month we will meet on the 25th after Mass.  
We are beginning to make inroads beyond our 
parish.  I have been invited to present our po-
sition to the National Doctrine Commission in 
the Fall and recently Bp. John Mack has ad-
dressed this issue in the cover article of his di-
ocesan newsletter ACTS.  139 people are cur-
rently members of our Facebook page.  If you 
would like to become involved in this evolving 
discussion  and  program, come  and attend  our  
next meeting.  We would love to see you. 
   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please contact the rectory. 
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Feast of Brotherly Love  -  September 11th  

9/11 marks the 15th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our 

nation 

and also the 110th anniversary of our Feast of Brotherly Love. 

Religion has the ability to lead in either direction. 

We have made our choice, 

and now we ask YOU 

 to share it. 

 
Please think about inviting others to Mass on September 11th – 

THE FEAST OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 

*****     **********     ***** 

On this solemn anniversary we will acknowledge in prayer 

 the first responders who placed their lives in danger  

in order to assist those in need.   

We remember them for their selfless dedication to others  

and for their lived example of 

Brotherly Love. 
*****     **********     ***** 
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Eastern Diocese SOCL Seminar 2016 
Modernizing the SOCL 

Saturday, September 17th  
at St. Joseph Parish – Westfield, MA 

10:00am Prayer Service – Bp. Sobiechowski 
and Fr. Sen. Joseph Krusienski 

 
First Session – How to construct a class 

Basics for new teachers, review for veterans 
By Donna Sittard & Dr. Kelly Burek 

Second Session – Parish newspaper for youth 
Producing content for parish newsletters & websites 

By Fr. Andrzej Tenus 

Third Session – How to find Bp. Hodur resources 
By Fr. Robert Koerber  

Fourth Sesson – Activity project 
Skit based on quotations of Bp. Hodur 

By Fr. Sen. Joseph Soltysiak 

Registration:  $10 / person.  Fee returned in person on 
the day of the Seminar  
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Registration forms are available at local parishes 
 


