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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part X
   Last month we concluded with the statement 
that the New Testament is not only what Jesus 
once said.  Rather, it is what Jesus is still say-
ing because, as Rudolf Bultman argues, Jesus 
“is always a contemporary of the Church.”  
One of my most beloved teachers would tell us 
that on his nightstand he kept a copy of Homer 
and of the Bible. He was always learning some-
thing new from both.  Homer was a genius who 
has been teaching his readers for nearly three 
millennia. He is read not only to hear about 
gods long since dismissed as imaginations.  He 
is read to better appreciate the human condition 
still today.  The more we know about his time 
and his gods, the better we are able to translate 
his enduring insight into our lives today. 
   Let us begin by assuming at least the same 
for our biblical authors.  Harold Bloom is a 
literary critic with a penchant for religion as 
well.  He is Jewish and his point of reference is 
the Old Testament.  He writes: “I myself do not 
believe that the Torah is any more or less the 
revealed word of God than are Dante’s Comme-
dia, Shakespeare’s King Lear, or Tolstoy’s 
novels, all works of comparable literary sub-
limity.”  (The Book of J, 1990, p. 11)  I am not 
looking to Bloom for his religious perspective, 
but for his disinterested appreciation of the 
Bible’s books as on a par with the world’s 
greatest literature. 
   As such, if Homer has more to say because of 
footnotes, then the Bible, even as literature, 
should also share more of its message when we 
read it with a better understanding of its his-
torical and social context.  This is the historical 
part of an historical-critical reading of the 
Bible.  The changes in a community’s situation 
or theological awareness affects the text pre-
sented by the author within that community.  
   Our Bible study group is now reading John’s 
Gospel.  Even though the text is quite clear, we 
approach with unconscious expectations that 
alter the text.  For example, in John, Jesus is 

never baptized by John the Baptist.  This is not 
a mistake; this is intentional.  In Mark, the ear-
liest Gospel, John’s baptism is one “of repen-
tance for the forgiveness of sins” (1:4)  A gen-
eration later, John’s community had reserva-
tions about Jesus accepting such a baptism 
since Jesus “was the Word, and the Word was 
with God, and the Word was God.” (1:1)   
   The Bible is not history, but it is written with-
in history.  Even an inspired author cannot es-
cape the limits of his historical context. When 
we better appreciate that the text was composed 
in a particular historical period with particular 
assumptions, we can then separate the eternal 
Word of God from the temporal words the 
authors use, as best they can, to communicate a 
living reality in the time-capsule of written lit-
erature.  And this is where critical enters the 
picture of the historical-critical method. 
   To read the Bible critically is to evaluate 
what is said and then interpret what it means.  
Interpret is a word biblical literalists hate.  Ark 
Encounter in Kentucky, for instance, cost $100 
million and it is a theme park created to prove 
the literal truth of everything written in the 
Bible, down to an ark built to biblical specifica-
tions.  A critical reading of the Bible does not 
accept that God dictated the actual words of the 
Bible to their author.  This is the mentality that 
does not allow the Koran to be translated be-
cause God spoke Arabic.  A critical reading of 
the Bible distinguishes between inspiration and 
revelation.  The biblical author is inspired as he 
writes, but the revelation manifests itself as 
each generation interprets what is written.  Bp. 
Hodur and the 1909 Synod realized this and in-
corporated it into the theology of the sacrament 
of the Word of God Heard and Preached be-
cause Jesus “is always a contemporary of the 
Church.”  This means that the Spirit not only 
inspired the biblical authors; the Spirit also in-
spires the ones who read or hear the Word of 
God.  This is why the Bible is forever relevant.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF OCTOBER 

October 1, 2016 – Confession for the youth of 
the parish at 10:30am. 

October 2nd – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

October 3rd – Bible study group will meet from 
7:00 – 8:00pm. 

October 5th – Prime Bishop’s Christian Family 
Webinar 

October 7th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

October 9th – FEAST OF THE CHRISTIAN 
FAMILY.  Mass at 9:00am. 

   Fr. Calvo will be the speaker at the Southwest 
Seniorate’s celebration of Bp. Hodur’s 150th 
birth anniversary at 4:00pm. 

October 11th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

October 16th – FRANKLIN COUNTY CROP 
HUNGER WALK HOSTED BY OUR CHURCH 
AT 1:00PM. 

October 17th – Bible study group will meet 
from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 

October 23rd – Monthly meeting of WON at 
10:00am. 

October 24th – Bible study group will meet 
from 7:00 – 8:00pm. 

October 28th – Fr. Calvo, Theresa Billiel and 
Jane Grybko will be attending the Diocesan 
Synod and will return on the 29th. 

October 29th – ANNUAL FALL BAZAAR in the 
parish hall from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
NEW MEMBER 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Barbara Santos 
to Holy Name. If someone you know does not 
worship elsewhere, invite them with you to Mass. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   The Bible study group will continue to meet 
throughout the month.  As you may know, we 
are reading from John’s Gospel, but delving 
into a wide range of other subjects as the text 
takes us there.  For a lot of people the Bible is a 
magical book that they like to keep in the 
house, but the Bible is not magic.  The Bible is 
the living Word of God.  It is the written record 
of inspired individuals living in unique church 

communities at different times and locations 
from each other.  Through their experiences 
and words, the Spirit still speaks to us today.  
The Bible is also not a museum piece of what 
once was said.  Tradition changes as people 
change, as God leads us to where He needs us 
to be.  In this sense, as we read the Bible, we 
try to understand what the author is saying, and 
simultaneously, we try to imagine what the 
Spirit is saying to us know.  To do this we read 
the Bible critically, which does not mean dis-
paragingly.  We read it with all of the tools 
available to us and with as much intelligence as 
we can muster.  We definitely do not read the 
Bible literally, in other words.  We struggle to 
head what was once said and what is still being 
said.  If any of this sounds intriguing, I invite 
you to come join our group on the 3rd, 17th and 
24th of this month. 
FEAST OF THE CHRISTIAN FAMILY 
   In 1914 as World War I was tearing-up 
Europe, delegates met in Synod.  Those 112 
years ago, most all of our members had close 
relatives living in Europe, and communication 
links were nothing like the instantaneous ones 
we enjoy today.  As they worried about family 
and friends, the idea of the Christian family 
pervaded the synod and led to the creation of 
another one of our unique liturgical celebra-
tions.  Since 1914 we have celebrated the Feast 
of the Christian Family on the second Sunday 
of October. 
   Christian family comes in two flavours.  
There is the family that lives together and there 
is the larger Christian family of all human 
beings.  Both of these families are important on 
this feast day.  We celebrate and pray for the 
better realization that Jesus unites all of us as 
part of the human family that He has united 
with God.  The fierce hostilities of wartime 
made this message all the more powerful in 
1914.  There is also the more immediate family 
that we call our own.  Again, wartime would 
have made our appreciation of family much 
more intense than under ordinary circumstance. 
   We will pray for both the worldwide Chris-
tian family and our own families on this feast 
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day.  The human family is in need of our 
prayers.  We are becoming increasingly separ-
ated and resentful of those whom we see as 
different.  And the Christian family of the home 
is suffering from the wounds of a thousand 
cuts.  Church is drifting slowly out of the prac-
tice of so many family’s lives.  There are too 
many children who have never had the benefit 
of church.  We invite all of our families to 
come in their entirety to Mass on this special 
feast day as we pray for both aspects of the 
Christian family. 
   After Mass and in conjunction with our 
School of Christian Living classes, we have 
asked some of our founding families to share 
their memories of starting and building a 
church.  We can compare their stories with our 
own and celebrate them both as part of our 
Christian Family observance.    
WON 
   At the next meeting of Women’s Ordination 
Now we will discuss a new project and ideas on 
how to better share our ideas.  We invite any 
and all to come and join us. 
SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE – CROP WALK 
   This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur 
in the early days of our denomination.  Under 
its aegis, our parishioners have participated in 
the Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk.  We 
are now taking it a step higher by hosting the 
2016 Walk, which will take place on October 
16th.  If you would like to be a part of Holy 
Name’s team, please speak to either Holly 
Zera-Lynch or Fr. Calvo.   
   If you would like to make a donation to this 
worthy cause, you may do so online at 
https://www.crophungerwalk.org/shelburnefallsma/HNJ, you may 
drop a clearly marked donation in the Sunday 
collection or give it to Fr. Calvo. If donating by 
check, please make it payable to “CWS/CROP”.    
   There is organizational work to be done on 
the day of the Walk.  Volunteers are needed to 
give directions, to help with registration and to 
man water and snack tables along the routes.  If 
you can bake and bring cookies or brownies, 
please speak to Peg Kostiuk or Fr. Calvo.  This 
project benefits sustainable food programs in 

underdeveloped nations and also supports food 
banks right here in Franklin County, please be 
as generous and helpful as you are able. 
ANNUAL FALL BAZAAR 
   Our annual Fall Bazaar will be held on 
Saturday, October 29th from 9:00am – 2:00pm.  
We turn to our parishioners to share their 
kitchen specialties with us.  Your talents bring 
people from far and wide to this event.  And we 
count on your contributions as an essential part 
of this important parish fundraiser.   
   Volunteers gather in the parish kitchen on six 
separate Mondays to make pierogi for this 
event and our Advent sales.  If you are able to 
help in this say, please speak to Peg Kostiuk. 
   The week of the Fall Bazaar has parishioners 
gathering to make hundreds of golumpki for 
sale.  If you can help with this part of the event, 
please speak with Jane Grybko.  And we also 
come together to bake delicious apple pies.  To 
help with the pies, please contact Marge 
Sanderson.   
   When we all come together are events are 
even more successful, and the work load that is 
shared is far more fairly handled than expecting 
a few to do everything.  Further information 
will be printed in the Weekly Bulletin as we get 
closer to the date of the Bazaar. 
SPOJNIA RAFFLE 
   The PNU Education & Youth Committee is 
sponsoring a raffle.  All proceeds will benefit 
their college stipend program.  1st Prize – New 
IPad.  2nd Prize – Apple TV.  3rd Prize - $100 
cash.      Drawing on Wednesday, Nov. 30, 
2016.   Donation - $5.00 each; 3 for $10.00.  
Checks may be made payable to: Education and 
Youth Commission, and then returned to Fr. 
Calvo no later than November 27th.  Thank you. 
PORTABLE DEFIBRILLATOR ?  
   The Parish Committee is looking into the pur-
chase of a portable defibrillator for the church.  
These units cost in the vicinity of $1,200. The 
units require no training to be used and the one 
using them is covered under the Good Samari-
tan laws for liability.  We are seeking donations 
to cover this expense. If you can make a contri- 
bution, please list defibrillator on the check.
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