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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part VI
   Last month we introduced the topic of proph-
ecy as our next topic for discussion.  Prophecy 
has always been a complicated charism.  It is 
God speaking to His people, but not necessarily 
through official channels.  Nathan was defin-
itely a part of the king’s court; Elijah was not.  
This presents believers with a double predic-
ament.  Is the official religion speaking for God 
or is the prophet, and then how do you decide?   
   Amos is one of my favourite prophets.  The 
man was a shepherd.  He was tending his flock.  
Then, however, he saw visions of God.  He was 
forced to speak out against kings, priests and 
the well-to-do.  He traveled from the southern 
kingdom of Judah to the northern kingdom of 
Israel.  There in a foreign land he prophesied 
saying in God’s name:  “I hate, I despise your 
festivals, and I take no delight in your solemn 
assemblies.” (5:21)  And he chastised the 
powerful in Jerusalem for the indifference they 
displayed as their brothers and sisters in the 
faith suffered while they “lounge on their 
couches, and eat lambs from the flock, and 
calves from the stall.” (6:4)  
   Isaiah is even more emphatic in his condem-
nation of the religious establishment that offers 
empty ritual:  “‘What to me is the multitude of 
your sacrifices?’ says the Lord. …  Trample my 
courts no more. …  I cannot endure solemn 
assemblies with iniquity.  Your new moons and 
your appointed festivals my soul hates; they 
have become a burden to me, I am weary of 
bearing them. … Your hands are full of blood.  
Wash yourselves; make yourselves clean. Re-
move the evil of your doings from before my 
eyes; cease to do evil, learn to do good; seek 
justice, rescue the oppressed, defend the 
orphan, plead for the widow.” (1:11, 12, 13-14, 
15-17) 
   Last month we spoke of Paul’s test of proph-
ecy being the judgment of the community.  In 
the Old Testament prophets, we see that the test 

is not how or where one worships, but how one 
responds to the needs and despair of others, or 
as in the words of the Prophet Micah:  “What 
does the Lord require of you but to do justice, 
and to love kindness, and to walk humbly with 
your God.” (6:8) 
   And the prophet too is judged by integrity.  
Again from the prophesy of Micah, we hear:  
“Thus says the Lord concerning the prophets 
who lead my people astray, who cry ‘Peace’ 
when they have something to eat, but declare 
war against those who put nothing into their 
mouths.” (3:5)  Prophets for hire were the very 
definition of false teachers.  The prophet must 
be like Amos who was not at all impressed with 
the prophets – “I am no prophet, nor a 
prophet’s son; but I am a herdsman and a 
dresser of sycamore trees.” (7:14)  The true 
prophet does not seek reward or honour; the 
true prophet is compelled by God to speak no 
matter the consequences. 
   No one speaks more compellingly to this fact 
than Jeremiah.  He pleads: “O Lord you have 
enticed me and I was enticed; you have over-
powered me, and you have prevailed.  I have 
become a laughingstock all day long; everyone 
mocks me. … If I say, ‘I will not mention him, 
or speak any more in his name,’ then within me 
there is something like a burning fire shut up in 
my bones; I am weary with holding it in, and I 
cannot.” (20:7, 9) 
   Prophets condemned kings and priests, Tem-
ple and each other, so how was one supposed to 
judge the authentic prophet?  There may be no 
answer in real-time to this question, but Jeremi-
ah 28 may help. The prophet Hananiah predicts 
the restoration of Judah, but in this order: 1) the 
costly vessels of the Temple; 2) the exiled king; 
and 3) the people. By placing stuff first, the 
powerful second, and the people of God last, 
there is an indication that this is a self-serving 
prediction rather than the revelation of God 
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whose priorities are not institutional, but hu-
mane.  And this the true prophet must convey. 

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JUNE 

June 3, 2016 – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

June 4th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

June 5th – First Holy Communion Sunday, 
Mass at 9:00am. 

June 12th – Closing of the School of Christian 
Living classes for the academic year. 

June 19th – FATHER’S DAY.   Mass with special 
prayers for fathers at 9:00am, followed by a 
UYA sponsored expanded coffee hour. 

   A special collection will be accepted for the 
Clergy Pension Fund after Mass 

   Weather-permitting this will be our first 
Summer Outdoor Mass of the season. 

June 20th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

June 23rd – WON sponsored book discussion 
group at 7:00pm. 

June 27th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

June 28th – Diocesan Acolyte Retreat in 
Norwich, CT starting at 9:30am.   

* ** *** ** * 
   “We may have come on different ships, but 
we’re all in the same boat.” – Asa Philip 
Randolph, a leader in the African-American 
civil rights movement and the American labor 
movement. 
SACRED VOCATIONS MONTH 
   June is set aside as Sacred Vocations month 
in our church. This is the season of graduations.  
As such, we offer our prayers to God that as 
life choices are made and careers or vocations 
chosen, that those whom Christ has called to 
serve as His priests and pastors may respond in 
the affirmative.  Please keep Sacred Vocations 
in your prayers throughout the month. 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   The first ever WON Book Discussion Group 
will meet on Thursday, June 23rd at 7:00pm to 
discuss the book Junia by Eldon Jay Epp.  
Junia is listed as “prominent among the 

apostles” in the Epistle to the Romans (16:7), 
but the author then argues that this was so 
offensive to later editors of the Bible that they 
tried to erase this reference.  The book may be 
purchased or maybe even reserved at a local 
library.  We hope you will accept this invitation 
to read the book and to join our discussion.  If 
the weather permits, maybe we will meet 
outdoors on a summer’s evening, share some 
wine or whatever you may like, some cheese or 
some little desserts.  It should be fun and also 
informative. 
FIRST HOLY COMMUNION SUNDAY 
   First Holy Communion catechism began back 
in September.  We met most every week 
through May.  All of this was done in prepara-
tion for the reception of First Holy Communion 
by four young ladies of the parish.  They are:  
Katrina Blodgett, Claire Kirkendall, Allison 
Kostiuk and Kami Lafleur.  They will receive 
their first Confession on Saturday, June 4th and 
their First Holy Communion at the 9:00am 
Mass on June 5th.  This is a holy and special 
day in their lives, and you are all invited to join 
in it by coming to Mass that Sunday. 
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 
   The academic year for the School of Christian 
Living comes to an end on Sunday, June 10th.  
We will recognize the students who have com-
mitted themselves to this program and the 
teachers who give of their time and talent to 
teach them.  Our sincerest thanks to our 
teachers:  Anne Lafleur, Barbara Stahelski, 
Karen Nytch and Christine Piekarski.  Christian 
education is one of the building blocks of our 
faith.  It deserves our best efforts.  And hope-
fully it leads to a lifetime of learning more 
about Christ and church. 
FATHER’S DAY 
   On the third Sunday of June, the nation 
dedicates a day to fathers and fatherhood.  The 
church joins in this celebration.  We will offer 
special prayers during Mass for the fathers with 
us and the fathers called to their heavenly 
reward.  If the weather permits, this will be the 
first of our outdoor summer Masses, as well.  
Then after Mass the Parish United Youth 
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Association will sponsor an expanded coffee 
hour.  I hope you will make church a part of 
your Father’s Day observance. 
ACOLYTE RETREAT 
   Our fifth annual diocesan Acolyte Retreat will 
be held on Tuesday, June 28th at Divine 
Providence Parish in Norwich, CT.  The retreat 
will begin with Mass at 9:30am.  This will be 
followed by interactive sessions on serving 
with reverence, and then one on St. Peter and 
St. Paul.  Lunch will be served and after lunch 
we will visit the Mystic Aquarium.  The cost is 
just $10 per person, which the parish will pay 
for our acolytes.  If any of my acolytes would 
like to attend, please speak to me sooner rather 
than later. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group is finishing our reading 
of the Epistle to the Hebrews and we will then 
move on to a reading of John’s Gospel.  The 
first three Gospels in the New Testament are 
called collectively the Synoptic Gospels 
because they share a very similar storyline.  
John’s Jesus is different in interesting, sur-
prising and challenging ways.  We will also be 
asking why Bp. Hodur favoured this Gospel in 
his liturgical and even theological innovations.  
It could be interesting, and it could even be fun.  
Why not check us out when we meet on June 
20th and 27th? 
CHICKEN BARBECUE 
   The annual Chicken Barbecue will take place 
on Sunday, August 21st starting at noon.  
Dinner and raffle tickets will be shared under a 
separate mailing during the month of June. 

 
  Dennis Polisky and the Maestro’s Men Polka 
Band will play through the afternoon.  Soda, 
water, beer and wine will be available for 
purchase.  The YMSofR will be selling hot 
dogs later in the afternoon.  This is an 
important fundraiser of our parish and we hope 

that everyone will support it as best they can.  
If you would like to volunteer and work at the 
barbecue, please speak to Linda Puchalski, 
Parish Committee Chairperson, Don Skroski or 
Fr. Calvo. 
SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
   This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur 
in the early days of our church denomination.  
Under its aegis members of the parish have 
participated in the MS Walk with Karen’s 
Krusaders, planted our 
Edible Landscapes 
garden on the south side 
of the parking lot and 
participated in the Franklin 
County CROP Hunger 
Walk.  This is the good 
work that church and 
church people can 
take pride in as we try to help our neighbours 
and those in need.  We would love to have you 
come and join us in this work. 
   If you have an opportunity, take a look at our 
Edible Landscapes garden.  Felix Lufkin has 
told us that we may already have fruit to 
harvest this fall.  In May we planted the 
beginnings of an enclosure that we hope people 
will take advantage of to sit, read, pray or 
simply relax.  We have taken a boring piece of 
our yard and turned it into something beautiful 
and healthy.  Thanks to all who helped and if 
you would like to help again in the Fall keep 
your eyes open for bulletin announcements. 
  Our next big project is the Franklin County 
CROP Hunger Walk, which our parish will 
host this year.  The Walk will take place on 
October 16th, but there is organizational work 
to be done in advance.  Plus, we will need 
volunteers to work on the day of the Walk.  If 
you can help in this project that benefits 
sustainable food programs in underdeveloped 
nations and also supports food banks right here 
in Franklin County, please let Fr. Calvo know 
so that a list of volunteers may be compiled.  
And for whatever you can do:  Thank you. 
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   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, contact the rectory. 
 


