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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part VII
  Prophecy is anything but uncomplicated.  
Elijah reflected a controlled, rational mode of 
prophecy, but his immediate successor’s 
spiritual gift was displayed in uncontrolled 
ecstasy.  Elisha would lose himself when 
possessed by God.  But both were prophets, 
both spoke God’s revelation.  Some prophets as 
mentioned last month were opponents of the 
religious establishment while others were its 
staunch supporters.  Haggai, for instance, is a 
short Old Testament book of only two chapters.  
The gist of Haggai’s prophecy is the restoration 
of the Temple and its liturgical work.  He 
castigates those who are among the first to 
return to Jerusalem from the Exile saying: “Is it 
a time for you yourselves to live in your 
paneled houses while this house [the Temple] 
lies in ruins?” (1:4) But both groups were 
prophets, both spoke God’s revelation. 
   Prophecy could be something as mechanical 
as the Thummim and Urim, which seem to be a 
form of lots carried within the breastplate of the 
Temple priest’s vestments (Exodus 28:30).  It 
is not certain how they were used, but it seems 
logical that they were designed to answer yes 
or no questions (cf. Numbers 27:21).  And then 
on the other hand there is the unique 
introspection and intimate confession of a 
prophet like Jeremiah who was tasked by God 
to prepare Judah for defeat and destruction.  
The prophet’s dedication is clear, but so is his 
inner turmoil: “My anguish, my anguish!  I 
writhe in pain!  Oh, the walls of my heart!  My 
heart is beating wildly; I cannot keep silent; for 
I hear the sound of the trumpet, the alarm of 
war.  Disaster overtakes disaster, the whole 
land is laid waste.” (4:19-20a) And this is 
repeated a number of times throughout the 
book of Jeremiah. But both were forms of 
prophecy, both spoke God’s revelation. 
   Prophets were once referred to as seers, 
which may be explained with the help of a 
hyphen.  They were see-ers.  In the ancient 
book of First Samuel we first encounter the 

term seer, but already the name had to be 
explained to the book’s readers: “(Formerly in 
Israel, anyone who went to inquire of God 
would say, ‘Come, let us go to the seer;’ for the 
one who is now called a prophet was formerly 
called a seer.)”  (9:9) Seer was replaced with 
the name prophet (nabi), one who is called to 
proclaim.  Seers were about prediction – 
“‘Whatever he says always comes true.  Let us 
go there now.  Perhaps he will tell us about the 
journey on which we have set out.’” (1 Samuel 
9:6) – while prophets were about calling 
attention to the current separation between the 
ways of God and His people.   
   For as ancient as seer may be, however, it 
never disappears. There are twelve books of the 
Minor Prophets in the Old Testament.  Eight of 
them (75%) are introduced as speaking the 
word of God’s revelation, but there are still 
four others (25%) that introduce themselves 
basically as seers – Amos, Obadiah, Nahum 
and Habakkuk.  The prophetic experience is an 
encounter with the divine.  It cannot be limited 
to the experience-categories of the not-divine.  
The prophet can at best approximate the 
experience in word and/or image for those of us 
who have never had such an encounter.  I often 
use the analogy of trying to explain the colour 
red to a person born blind.  However the 
prophetic experience is described or by 
whatever name it is called, they both were 
prophets, both spoke God’s revelation.   
   Whereas the Former prophets spoke to or 
against the ones in power, the Latter and Minor 
prophets directed their message to all the 
people, and thus the beginning of the written 
prophets.  Having reached this point, we can 
transition to a hidden aspect of prophecy – New 
Testament prophecy. We often assume that 
prophecy ends with the Old Testament, but 
John the Baptist in the New is only the 
beginning of another chapter of prophecy.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JULY 

July 1, 2016 – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

July 2nd – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

July 4th – Independence Day Mass at 8:00am. 
July 8th – Women’s Ordination Now Movie 

Night starting just before sunset. 
July 10th – Diocesan gathering at the Cathedral 

of the Pines in Rindge, NH starting at 
3:30pm. 

July 11th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

July 12th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

July 17th – Special prayers offered on the 
anniversary of death of Bp. Leon 
Grochowski, second Prime Bishop of our 
church. 

July 19th – Organizational meeting for the 
Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk at 
7:00pm. 

July 25th – National Youth Convocation begins 
at St. Anselm’s College in Manchester, NH 
and concludes on the 29th. 

   Bible study group will meet in the parish hall 
from 7 - 8:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
   “Liberty, once lost, is lost forever.”  - John 
Adams, letter to Abigail Adams, July 1775.  
INDEPENDENC DAY 
   Mass will be celebrated on the Fourth of July 
at 8:00am.  I know this is a day more attuned to 
the night and to fireworks, but we should also 
gather on our nation’s birthday to thank God 
for His blessings bestowed upon our country 
and to ask for His continued guidance.  I am 
amazed constantly that this country of ours was 
able to overcome so many obstacles in order to 
form these United States.  There were political, 
regional and economic divides, not to mention 
a world-power that did not want to let her 
Colonies go, but somehow our nation was born.  
It would not take even a century before she was 
torn apart in the Civil War over the issue of 
slavery, but again human dignity and freedom 

prevailed and the Union reemerged.  We have 
always had our differences, but the United 
States continued.  I invite you to come to Mass 
on Independence Day so that together we can 
keep praying for our United States of America.  
I worry about the constant reference to Blue 
States and Red States.  I do not appreciate the 
tone of our political dialogue and the obstinacy 
of too many in our political class.  God has 
blessed us with a country where disagreement 
does not have to lead to division.  It is our 
responsibility as citizens to make this work, 
and prayer cannot be harmful in this endeavour.  
So again I invite you to join me and the faithful 
few at Mass to help make the Fourth of July 
morning as meaningful as the Fourth of July 
nighttime fireworks. 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   The first ever WON Book Discussion Group 
was held in June as we discussed the book The 
Lost Apostle:  Searching for the Truth about 
Junia by Rena Pederson.  Junia is listed as 
“prominent among the apostles” in the Epistle 
to the Romans (16:7).  Now WON invites any 
and all to an outdoor Movie Night on Friday, 
July 8th.  The movie will begin at dusk when it 
is dark enough to view the movie outdoors.   
   We will be watching this year’s Best Picture 
Oscar winner – Searchlight.  The movie is 
about the Boston Globe’s Searchlight Team, 
which uncovered the massive clergy sexual 
abuse scandal in the Boston Diocese of the 
Roman Catholic Church.  This is not about 
church bashing.  A very faithful Roman 
Catholic friend told me that this movie should 
be viewed in every Roman Catholic parish in 
the country.   
   The scandal was a wake-up call for 
accountability in all churches.  Every member 
must be vigilant and the leadership must be 
responsive and open.  This is also an important 
movie for a group such as Women’s Ordination 
Now because many people had commented that 
if there were any women among those clergy 
in-the-know the scandal would have stopped at 
that point and appropriate actions taken.  A 
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woman priest’s priority would have been the 
children, not the institution.  
   The book club selection makes the case that 
women were once in positions of authority in 
the early church, and the movie brings home 
the point that they really should be again today.  
I hope you will choose to join us for an 
enjoyable Friday evening with friends out 
beneath the stars – so say those prayers for 
good weather.  
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group has begun reading 
John’s Gospel.  The first three Gospels in the 
New Testament are called collectively the Syn-
optic Gospels because they share a very similar 
storyline.  John’s Jesus is different in interes-
ting, surprising and challenging ways.  We will 
also be asking how it is that this Gospel 
inspired some of Bp. Hodur’s liturgical and 
theological insights.  It should be interesting 
and it could even be fun.  Why not check us out 
when we meet on July 11th and 25th? 
CHICKEN BARBECUE 
   The annual Chicken Barbecue will take place 
on Sunday, August 21st starting at noon.  
Dinner and raffle tickets are being shared under 
a separate mailing, and tickets will be available 
after Mass on Sundays and through the rectory 
during the week.  Included in the mailing will 
be parishioner sponsor ad forms.  Your 
donations in this way help the parish to defray 
the costs of the barbecue.  Tickets will need to 
be returned by Sunday, August 14th.  This can 
be done by dropping them in a clearly marked 
envelope in the Sunday collection basket, 
mailing them to the rectory or turning them in 
to Peg Kostiuk.   

 
  Dennis Polisky and the Maestro’s Men Polka 
Band will play through the afternoon.  Soda, 
water, beer and wine will be available for 
purchase.  The YMSofR will be selling hot 

dogs later in the afternoon.  This is an 
important fundraiser of our parish and we hope 
that everyone will support it as best they can.  
If you would like to volunteer and work at the 
barbecue, please speak to Linda Puchalski, 
Parish Committee Chairperson, Don Skroski, 
Alice Maiewski or Fr. Calvo. 
   Business sponsor ad forms are also available.  
We ask our parishioners to solicit local 
businesses that they frequent.  If you would like 
to make a charcoal donation to help keep our 
costs down, this may be done on any Sunday 
by leaving them at the rear of the church or by 
calling Fr. Calvo during the week to arrange a 
drop-off date and time. 
   The sign-up board for the BBQ gift basket 
raffle will be available on Sundays.  All items 
need to be in by August 7th to Maryanna or 
Richard Foster or to the rectory.  Cash and gift 
cards are accepted and make great raffle prizes. 
Thank you in advance for whatever you can do 
or donate. 
SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
   This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur 
in the early days of our church denomination.  
Under its aegis our parishioners have 
participated in the Franklin County CROP 
Hunger Walk.  We are 
getting ready to take 
it a step higher by 
hosting the 2016 Walk.  
We will host the 
Recruit- ment Rally on 
September 7th and the 
Walk itself will take 
place on October 16th.  
There is organizational work to be done in 
advance.  Plus, we will need volunteers to work 
on the day of the Walk.  If you can help in this 
project that benefits sustainable food programs 
in underdeveloped nations and also supports 
food banks right here in Franklin County, 
please come to our organizational meeting on 
July 19th. 
   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, contact the rectory. 
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