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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part VIII
  Most if not all Christians accept the idea of 
Old Testament prophecy.  Within this group, 
most would then accept the interpretation of 
Old Testament prophecy as always pointing to 
the life and ministry of Jesus of Nazareth.  This 
group would find confirmation, for example, in 
Matthew’s repeated connection between 
prophetic prediction and fulfillment in the story 
of Jesus.  I may be wrong, but I count sixteen 
such cases in the New Testament’s first Gospel.    
   Some are rather forced allusions.  At 2:23, 
Matthew alludes to “the prophets” and to their 
prediction that the Messiah will be connected 
with the village of Nazareth.  Well, for one, this 
village is never mentioned in the Old 
Testament.  It becomes important only through 
the historical coincidence that Jesus hails from 
Nazareth. Additionally, even though the 
biblical text incorporates in quotation marks the 
statement: “‘He will be called a Nazorean.’”, 
no such reference can be located in the 
Scriptures.  This reference may be associated 
with the group called Nazarites, but Nazarite is 
a distinction born of an ascetic lifestyle not of 
where a person is born.  In other words, it has 
nothing at all to do with Nazareth except for the 
phonetic similarity. This then opens the door to 
the question of how many other Matthean 
connections are theologically crafted. 
  Even with this question in place, we can see 
that the separation between Old and New 
Testaments is rather porous when it comes to 
the topic of prophecy.  This allows me to 
introduce an aspect of prophecy that is not as 
recognizable as Old Testament prophecy.  It is 
New Testament prophecy.   
   Occasionally, New Testament prophecy is 
referred to explicitly: “At that time prophets 
came down from Jerusalem to Antioch” (Acts 
11:27); “Judas and Silas, who were themselves 
prophets …” (Acts 15:32); or “[Philip] had four 
unmarried daughters who had the gift of 

prophecy. While we were staying there for 
several days, a prophet named Agabus came 
down from Judea.” (Acts 21:9-10).   
  New Testament prophecy may be cited in 
more general terms, as well.  In 1 Corinthians 
12–14, Paul deals with the gift and the 
difficulty of Christian prophecy within the 
congregation.  The Epistle to the Ephesians 
gives further evidence in a later Deutero-
Pauline writing that prophets stood as equals 
with the apostles (2:20).   
   There also seems to be a close association be-
tween Christian prophecy and apocalyptic ex-
pectation, which is the revelation of end-time 
scenarios through cloaked references masked 
by supernatural imagery.  Imagine for your-
selves what comes to mind when you think 
about the Book of Revelation and the Dragon 
and the Beasts. Prophecy and apocalyptic 
merge also to give us one of the oldest visions 
of Christian expectation.  Before there was a 
hope of resurrection, the church expected Jesus 
to return in glory to rescue the first (and only) 
generation of believers.  Paul appears to be 
quoting the words of the heavenly Jesus that 
are conveyed to him prophetically when he 
writes: “For this we declare to you by the word 
of the Lord, that we who are alive, who are left 
until the coming of the Lord, will by no means 
precede those who have fallen asleep.” (1 
Thess. 4:15) 
   In this pericope, Paul’s repeated use of the 
first-person plural indicates his belief that the 
Parousia, the end-time, will come before that 
first generation of Christians dies.  Later Chris-
tians will write of the hope of resurrection, but 
in the earlier 1 Thessalonians Paul’s hope is the 
Rapture.  This prophecy “by the word of the 
Lord” was obviously left unfulfilled.  This lets 
us broach in next month’s discussion the 
delicate and not widely discussed subject of 
what it may mean to experience a prophetic 
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encounter, and specifically what it may mean to 
speak in the voice of the resurrected Jesus.   

CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF AUGUST 

August 7, 2016 – Early summer Mass will be 
recited at 7:45am. 

August 8th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm. 

August 9th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

August 11th – Requiem Mass for Bps. 
Thaddeus Zielinski and Francis Rowinski at 
7:30am. 

August 12th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish.  (Please note 
special week.) 

   Youth outdoor movie begins at dusk on the 
church grounds. 

August 13th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. (Please note special week) 

August 14th – Weather permitting, Mass will be 
celebrated outdoors at 9:00am. 

August 15th – Feast of the Dormition.  Mass at 
7:00pm with the blessing of flowers and 
herbs. 

August 21st – ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE at 
12:00 noon at the Hatfield Lion’s Club 
Pavilion. 

   Fr. Calvo will be leaving to attend the 
diocesan Youth Retreat at Camp Howe and 
will return on Thursday. 

August 28th – Youth Sunday.  Special prayers 
during the Mass for the youth of the church 
and a special collection to benefit the 
church’s Youth Fund. 

August 29th – Bible study group will meet at 
7:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
NEW MASS BOOKLETS 
   To the best of my knowledge we are the only 
parish that uses the Bp. Hodur Mass Canon on 
a regular basis for Sunday Masses.  This Canon 
was printed in small typeface at the back of the 
Red Mass Booklet.  Bp. Thomas Gnat gave us 
permission to print a Mass booklet for our own 
use here at Holy Name of Jesus that took that 
Mass and printed it in an attractive and easy to 

use booklet – the white, spiral bound booklets.  
We are now required to begin using the tan 
Mass booklet as of August 1st.  We will be 
using the Bp. Hodur Canon from those book-
lets.  The changes are not significant, but it will 
take some time to get used to the new booklets.  
I hope this will not present too many difficul-
ties.  If you have any questions, please do not 
hesitate to contact Fr. Calvo. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group is now reading John’s 
Gospel.  John’s Jesus is different in interes-
ting, surprising and challenging ways from the 
Jesus of the other three Gospels.  If that sounds 
confusing or intriguing, I invite you to Bible 
study.  We will also be asking how it is that this 
Gospel inspired some of Bp. Hodur’s liturgical 
and theological insights.  It could be an exciting 
conversation.  Why not check us out when we 
meet on the 8th and 29th? 
PRIME BPS REQUIEM MASSES 
   Back in 1990 Bp. Francis Rowinski died on 
August 4th and then one week later Bp. 
Thaddeus Zielinski died on the 11th.  Bp. 
Zielinski was the third Prime Bishop of our 
church and Bp. Rowinski was the fourth.  A 
Requiem Mass for both their intentions will be 
offered on the 11th at 7:30am. 
OUTDOOR MOVIE NIGHT 
   In July we watched Spotlight.  In August we 
are going to offer a youth-orientated movie out 
in the church’s backyard.  We will be watching 
Zootopia.  The movie will begin at dusk when 
it becomes dark enough to show the movie 
outdoors.  We will have the ingredients 
available to make s’mores at our campfire.  Say 
prayers for good weather and invite your 
friends to come along.  It’s always a good time.  
SUMMER MASSES 
   During July and August, we add one early, 
recited Mass each month and one outdoor 
Mass.  August’s early, recited Mass will be on 
the 7th at 7:45am.  The regular 9:00am Mass 
will also be held.  On the 14th, weather 
permitting, we will celebrate Mass outdoors 
beneath our beautiful maple trees. 
FEAST OF THE DORMITION 
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   This is one the Marian celebrations of the 
church.  On this day we commemorate Mary’s 
falling asleep in death, her “dormition.”  Our 
church does not profess the physical 
assumption of Mary into heaven, thus the 
reason why the feast is not called the Feast of 
the Assumption.  The physical resurrection has 
only been experienced by Jesus.  All others 
may share in the spiritual resurrection until the 
End Time.  Mary, as the Mother of God, is in 
heaven and may be prayed through to Jesus.  
This is called a prayer of intercession.  Only 
God can answer prayers, but Mary and other 
saintly people can pray on our behalf.  Thus we 
have the liturgical practice of the blessing of 
flowers and herbs on this day.  The flowers 
remind us of the beautiful example of Mary’s 
life.  Herbs are often used as remedies for 
physical ailments.  They remind us of the 
potential for healing through Mary’s 
intercession.  The faithful are encouraged to 
bring their own bouquets of flowers and herbs 
to Mass on this day for the blessing.  These 
bouquets may then be brought back to the 
home to remind everyone about Mary’s 
example and intercession. 
CHICKEN BARBECUE 
   The annual Chicken Barbecue will take place 
on Sunday, August 21st starting at noon.  
Dinner and raffle tickets have been distributed.  
Tickets are available after Mass on Sundays 
and through the rectory during the week.  
Included in the ticket mailing were parishioner 
sponsor ad forms.  Your donations in this way 
help the parish to defray the costs of the 
barbecue.  Tickets need to be returned by 
Sunday, August 14th.  This can be done by 
dropping them in a clearly marked envelope in 
the Sunday collection basket, mailing them to 
the rectory or turning them in to Peg Kostiuk.   
  Dennis Polisky and the Maestro’s Men Polka 
Band will play through the afternoon.  Soda, 
water, beer and wine will be available for 
purchase.  The YMSofR Men’s Group will be 
selling hot dogs later in the afternoon.  This is 
an important fundraiser of our parish and we 
hope that everyone will support it as best they 

can.  If you would like to volunteer and work at 
the barbecue, please speak to Linda Puchalski, 
Parish Committee Chairperson, Don Skroski, 
Alice Maiewski or Fr. Calvo. 
   Business sponsor ad forms are also available.  
We ask our parishioners to solicit local 
businesses that they frequent.  If you would like 
to make a charcoal donation to help keep our 
costs down, this may be done on any Sunday 
by leaving them at the rear of the church or by 
calling Fr. Calvo during the week to arrange a 
drop-off date and time. 
   The sign-up board for the BBQ gift basket 
raffle is available on Sundays.  All items need 
to be in by August 7th to Maryanna Foster or to 
the rectory.  Cash and gift cards are accepted 
and make great raffle prizes. Thank you for 
whatever you can do or donate. 
YOUTH RETREAT 
   The annual Youth Retreat will be held just up 
the road in Goshen, MA from August 21st – 
25th.  The registration cost is $185.  Since we 
are so close to Camp Howe, if any of our youth 
would like to attend for a one-day day camp on 
either Monday or Tuesday, the cost is $45.  
They could see what Retreat is like and then 
maybe next year they would like to stay for the 
entire Retreat.  That is what happened last year 
with one of our youth.  Speak to Fr. Calvo if 
you would like the registration and health 
forms or if you have any questions. 
SOCIETY OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
   This organization was founded by Bp. Hodur 
in the early days of our denomination.  Under 
its aegis, our parishioners have participated in 
the Franklin County CROP Hunger Walk.  We 
are now taking it a step higher by hosting the 
2016 Walk. We will host the Recruitment Rally 
on September 7th and the Walk itself will take 
place on October 16th.  There is organizational 
work to be done in advance, volunteers are 
needed to work the day of the Walk, and we 
also want to field a team of walkers.  If you can 
help with this project that benefits sustainable 
food programs in underdeveloped nations and 
also supports food banks right here in Franklin 
County, please speak to Fr. Calvo. 
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   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, please contact the rectory. 
 

Feast of Brotherly Love  -  September 

11th  

9/11 marks the 15th anniversary of the terrorist attacks on our 

nation 

and also the 110th anniversary of our Feast of Brotherly Love. 

All religions have the ability to lead in either direction. 

We have made our choice and now we ask YOU 

 to share it with others. 

 

 
 

Please think about inviting others to Mass on September 11th – 

THE FEAST OF BROTHERLY LOVE. 
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