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“Learn to Think for Yourselves” – Part III
   Bp. Hodur had a deep seated respect for per-
sonal freedom.  The freedom he found in the 
United States inspired him and served as a tem-
plate for the church he was helping to form.  
An undated excerpt from Bp. Hodur’s writings 
appears as an introduction to a booklet written 
by Boleslaw R. Bak in 1954. Our first bishop 
there refers to the Holy Spirit as the source of 
“Freedom, Love and Justice.”  Love is a funda-
mental Christian concept (cf. 1 Cor. 13:13) and 
justice on Old Testament one (cf. Ps. 37:28; 
Jer. 23:6)  Freedom, however, is a biblical 
concept drawn out and fortified by the deliber-
ate choice of this church, and that choice was 
invigorated by the American example.  Hodur 
quickly adds that National Catholics are indebt-
ed to this nation for “[a]mong other things, for 
the reason that her laws made possible the 
founding of free religious institutions such as 
our own church,” (Bak, p. 4) which he then 
characterizes as a “church of the people.”  
   This people’s church searches to exemplify 
the gospel of Christ, but then added onto this 
thought immediately and inseparably, Hodur 
adds “and for individual freedom.”  Our church 
defined herself by the gospel and by personal 
freedom.  Neither one can be removed without 
affecting the true nature of who we are as a 
church born in a spirit of democracy. 
   Bp. Hodur then explicitly states, “The exalted 
words contained in the great charter of Ameri-
can freedom were our inspiration …”  The two 
concepts of gospel and freedom define our 
unique expression of the Catholic faith.  He 
writes:  “[Our] cornerstone is Jesus Christ, its 
foundation is apostolic, and its source is the 
Holy Scripture and the combined conscience of 
the people and the Priests making up the relig-
ious congregation.” (Bak, p. 5)  This church 
embraced her democracy as a novel yet essen-
tial aspect of her Catholicity.  The “combined 
conscience” of all her members, clergy and 
laity together, once stood out as our National 
Catholic innovation.  

   With freedom comes responsibility.  This is 
the reason behind so many of our church’s the-
ological predilections, one of which is regener-
ation, a concept emphasized throughout this 
year by synodal action.  Regeneration means 
that it is not sufficient to be a good person.  Re-
generation asks us to be good for something.  
We must do our part to become co-creators 
with God.  We must strive to take what the Cre-
ator has given us and use it constructively for 
the good of all people and God’s cause.  Re-
generation demands that we accept the respon-
sibility of working with God to make this a bet-
ter world.  This activism is born of our personal 
freedom and “the combined conscience” of our 
church.  Every member has a share in the res-
ponsibility of leading such a church. 
   This is also why we have the Sacrament of 
the Word of God.  All members of the church 
should be aware of the teachings behind our 
decisions.  The architect of the Vietnam Veter-
ans Memorial, Maya Lin, has been designated 
to reimagine Neilson Library on the campus of 
Smith College in Northampton.  The President 
of Smith College speaking about Lin’s selec-
tion said:  “Maya Lin thinks of libraries as to-
day’s temples – spaces for reflection, intellec-
tual exploration and discussion of ideas.” 
(Smith Alumnae Quarterly, Summer 2015, p. 
10)  Her temples’ imagery draws to mind the 
sacredness of past and place, and combines it 
with the vitality of reprisal and collective inno-
vation.  I appreciate this concept, but since tem-
ples were once the keepers of knowledge and 
learning, but also of the divine presence, I won-
der if her choice of words at a once Christian 
school that no longer even employs a chaplain 
is also her unintended observation that 
churches may seem to have separated the roles 
of mind and faith.  Maybe this is exactly why 
we need to accentuate the freedom of Hodur’s 
“Learn to think for yourselves.”  In the “com-
bined conscience” of our church, we have 
something blessed to offer.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF AUGUST 

August 1, 2015 – Confession for the youth of 
the parish at 10:30am. 

August 2nd – Early summer Mass recited at 
7:45am, in addition to the 9AM Mass. 

August 3rd – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

August 4th – Requiem Mass for Bp. Francis 
Rowinski, fourth Prime Bishop of our 
church, at 7:30am. 

August 7th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

August 11th – Requiem Mass for Bp. Thaddeus 
Zielinski, third Prime Bishop of our church, 
at 7:30am. 

      Monthly meeting of the Parish Committee 
at 7:00pm. 

August 15th – Feast of the Dormition.  Liturgy 
of the blessing of flowers and herbs, 
celebration of the Mass, at 7:00pm. 

August 16th – ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE at 
the Hatfield Lion’s Club Pavilion beginning 
at noon. 

      Fr. Calvo will be leaving for the annual 
diocesan Youth Retreat at 4-H Camp Howe 
and will return on Thursday. 

August 23rd – Outdoor Mass, weather 
permitting at 9:00am. 

August 24th – Bible study group will meet in 
the parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

August 27th – Diocesan SOCL Webinar at 
7:00pm. 

August 30th – Youth Sunday.  Prayers for the 
youth and a special collection for the Youth 
Fund of the church. 

August 31st – Bp. Paul Sobiechowski’s pastoral 
visit to the parish at 7:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   I have really enjoyed our Bible study group 
this year.  The discussions have been wide-
ranging and interesting.  I have learned to look 
at some things differently. In our denomination, 
we have the Sacrament of the Word of God 
which emphasizes that God continues to speak 
to us and to awaken new understandings as we 

read.  This is the power of the Bible when we 
open it, read it, study it, discuss it.  I invite you 
to come and join our ecumenical group and let 
the Bible continue to inspire and lead us. 
FEAST OF THE DORMITION 
   On August 15th we celebrate the “falling 
asleep,” the dormition, of Mother Mary.  The 
sleep imagery refers to her physical death, but 
also her immediate spiritual assumption into 
heaven to be with her son Jesus.  The liturgy of 
this day calls for the church to bless flowers 
and herbs.  The flowers symbolize the beautiful 
spiritual example Mary sets for Christians.  The 
herbs, especially to the ancient mind, represent 
healing properties.  We can likewise turn to 
Mary to intercede on our behalf with Jesus for 
gifts such as healing.  The faithful are encour-
aged to bring bouquets of flowers and herbs to 
Mass this day to be blessed and then brought 
back to the home as a way to share this grace of 
beauty and healing.  I hope you will join me for 
Mass on this special feast day. 
ANNUAL CHICKEN BARBECUE 
   As I assume you know by now, our annual 
Chicken Barbecue will be held on Sunday, 
August 16th beginning at noon.  Tickets have 
been mailed to parishioners and are available 
after Mass and through the rectory.  Please 
purchase your tickets no later than August 9th.  
Music will be provided by Dennis Polisky and 
the Maestro’s Men Polka Band from 1 – 
5:00pm.  Kielbasa and hot dogs will be avail-
able after the barbecue has been served, and 
beer and wine will be available for purchase.  If 
you can help work this event, please speak to 
Don Skroski, Alice Maiewski or Fr. Calvo. 
DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT 
      The diocesan Youth Retreat will be held at 
4-H Camp Howe in Goshen, MA from August 
16th – 20th.  Our offsite excursion will be to the 
Mountain Coaster at Berkshire East.  The cost 
is $185/person. If there is interest in only atten-
ding for a single day with no overnight stay, 
that would have to be on Monday or Tuesday 
and the cost would be $35.  Registration and 
health forms are available through the rectory.  
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   The theme of this year’s Retreat is 
#regenerate2015.  The retreats involve liturgy, 
learning sessions and fun.  There is a rock wall 
to climb, boating, lake swimming, bonn fires, 
arts and crafts, archery, an obstacle course, 
team building exercises and other kids.  This is 
a great chance for the young people to get to 
know each other, the clergy and their church.  
If you would like more information, please 
contact Fr. Calvo.  
YOUTH SUNDAY 
   On the last Sunday of August as we anticipate 
the beginning of the new academic year, the 
church asks that we offer special prayers for the 
youth of the parish and community.  After 
Mass a special collection will be accepted for 
the Youth Fund of the church.  Your donations 
help the church to defray costs to events such 
as our diocesan Youth Retreats and our national 
Youth Convocations. 
EARLY & OUTDOOR MASSES 
   During the summer months we add an early 
Mass to our schedule so that people can come 
to church when it is cooler and also so they can 
fit church in before taking off for summertime 
activities.  August’s early Mass is on the 2nd at 
7:45am with the regular Sunday Mass at 9AM. 
   The other special summertime practice is our 
outdoor Mass.  These are those special occa-
sions out beneath our maple trees.  I love being 
outside for Mass and I hope you do as well.  
August’s outdoor Mass will be on the 23rd, 
weather permitting at 9AM. 
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 
   At June’s meeting of the Parish Committee 
Felix Lufkin was invited to speak about edible 
landscaping.  This non-profit group is part of a 
worldwide movement that encourages edible 
landscapes through the planting of fruit trees, 
berry bushes, grape vines, herbs and wild-
flowers.  The organization then hopes that the 
host will share the harvest with the community, 
which we are thinking may be our additional 
support of the Franklin County Survival Center.  
A committee was formed and presented its pro-
posal to a special congregational meeting on 
Sunday, July 19th.  We had a few more ques-

tions at that meeting that need to be addressed 
so the planning is still in progress.  If you 
would like to become a part of this project, 
please speak to Fr. Calvo. 
MOVIE NIGHT 
   A flier is printed below.  Women’s Ordination 
Now is sponsoring the second of our summer 
Outdoor Movie Nights.  The movie is Woman 
in Gold and as the movie poster states:  The 
fight for justice never ends.  Helen Mirren stars 
as the strong woman who fought against all 
odds to right a wrong inflicted upon her family 
during the Nazi era.  I hope you will be able to 
join us, and please say a prayer for good 
weather. 
SOCL REORGANIZATION DISCUSSION 
   We held an initial meeting on July 12th with 
another planned for July 26th.  We have begun 
to discuss how to emphasize the living part of 
our School of Christian Living program.  We 
would like to encourage our older students to 
become more active in church and community 
activities.  This may dovetail with the efforts of 
the parish’s Society of Brotherly Love.  We 
spoke of helping with October’s CROP Walk 
as an initial effort.  We lose the interest of too 
many of our older students and we have to do 
something to keep our Christian education pro-
gram meaningful and effective.  A lot of this 
absolutely depends on participation and that is 
not something we can control.  For this reason 
we are asking interested parishioners, especial-
ly our younger families, to participate in this 
process.  If you have any questions or com-
ments, please do not hesitate to share them with 
Fr. Calvo. 
SOCL WEBINAR 
   A flier is below with information about this 
event. Log-in information will soon be avail-
able through the rectory if you would like to 
participate. 
CUB SCOUT POPCORN FUNDRAISER 
   The parish Cub Scout Pack is conducting its 
annual popcorn fundraiser.  The order form is 
available after Mass through Fr. Calvo.  The 
sale runs through October 25th.  Thank you for 
your support of our church’s Cub Scout Pack.    
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH 
OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
15 Thayer Street · South Deerfield, MA 01373 · 413-665-2129 
www.holynamedeerfield.org · Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor 

 
Dear PARISHIONER, 
 
We are writing to you in regard to our Annual Chicken BBQ. This great event, fundraiser and time of fellowship 
has been part of our parish for over 50 years now. 
 
This year the BBQ will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015 at the Hatfield Lions Pavilion in Hatfield, MA. If 
you attended last year you know what a great success it was! We are happy to announce that again this year we 
will have music and dancing from Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s Men. Beer and wine will also be offered 
again, and our popular raffles will offer a variety of prizes. 
 
The success of our BBQ last year included serving our delicious chicken BBQ dinners to about 375 people, and 
attracting over 400 people to the event. This year we hope to do even better! 
 
This event is a crucial fundraiser for Holy Name of Jesus Church. Being a non-profit organization, our 
fundraisers are necessary to support our parish. We are asking our parishioners for their support of this 
important event. Please consider becoming one of our Parishioner Sponsors in any of the following levels. (You 
may do so in your name, or also in honor of passed loved ones): 

 
Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 

Prominent placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Platinum Parishioner Sponsor’ 
Four BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($68 value) 

Four raffle ticket books for the day of the event (24 tickets, $20 value) 
 

Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Gold Parishioner Sponsor’ 

Two BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($34 value) 
Two raffle ticket books for the day of the event (12 tickets, $10 value) 

 
Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Silver Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Bronze Parishioner Sponsor’ 

 
Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

All sponsors will also be listed on our website after the BBQ, for the remainder of 2015. In order for us to be 
able to properly recognize all sponsors it is requested that any donation be made no later than August 2, 2015. 
Please complete the donor form enclosed. All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Skroski      Fr. Randy Calvo 
Parish Committee Chairperson    Pastor 



 5 

Holy Name of Jesus Parish · South Deerfield, MA 

Annual Chicken BBQ PARISHIONER Sponsor Form 
 

Please fill out and mail (to Holy Name of Jesus Church, 15 Thayer St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373) or 
drop off this form to the rectory, along with your check made payable to Holy Name of Jesus Church  

no later than August 2, 2015. 
 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street __________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _________________________________________State________Zip ___________ 
 

Telephone _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sponsorship Level (choose one): 
❍  Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 
❍  Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
❍  Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 
❍  Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
❍  Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

 
 

Sponsor’s Name 
Sponsors will be acknowledged, if they wish, on a display on the day of the BBQ and on our website. 

 
Please choose how you would like to be acknowledged: 

 
 

❍  My Name (your or your family’s name, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  In Honor Of (for deceased loved ones, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  Anonymous Donation (your name will not be printed) 
 
 

All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your support. 
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Eastern Diocese  
School of Christian Living Webinar 
- Christian education for the whole community - 

“A Year of Regeneration” 
Thursday, August 27th beginning at 7PM 

“Remembrance” 
A recorded interview with Fr. Sen. Fryderyk Banas, the last 

remaining clergyman who was taught by 
Bp. Francis Hodur 

"A Year of Regeneration - Into the Future" 
Fr. Robert Fredrickson on parish regeneration as we  

look to the future 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Future Directions Webinar 

“The Feast of Brotherly Love” 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7PM 

Offered by Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Log-in information will be shared with parishes closer to the dates of 
these events 
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Women’s Ordination Now 
Sponsored 

OUTDOOR MOVIE 
NIGHT 

 
Backyard of Holy Name of Jesus Church, 

15 Thayer Street  
South Deerfield 

Friday, August 7th (weather  
permitting) starting at 8PM. 

Bring your own blanket or 
lawn chair. 

Free of charge 


