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“Learn to Think for Yourselves” – Part IV
   I would like to conclude this series with a sel-
ection of quotations that epitomize our respect 
for democracy.  I realize that the most recent 
synod has repudiated this earlier tradition, but 
this is who we once were and can be again.  
This is the church of freedom and liberty of 
which Fr. Sen. Banas spoke with such passion 
for our recent SOCL webinar 
(http://vod.fcat.tv/component/contushdvideoshare/player/fcat-features-
community-history/eastern-diocese-school-of-christian-living-
interview-with-fr-sen-banas.html).  
   Our First General Synod in 1904 resolved 
that this nascent church would “not give up on 
the rights of the people in the Church.” (Min-
utes, p. 17)  Two years later at a Special Synod 
this founding tenet was elaborated upon when 
they resolved that what was uniquely special 
about our version of Catholic was “the demo-
cratic, people’s, ideal, in matters purely relig-
ious as also in matters economic and social.”  
(Minutes, p. 35)  The democracy of our church 
was first and foremost the source of authority 
in “matters purely religious!”  Economic and 
social concerns were a secondary matter.  This 
prerogative is ignored in our church today 
where all essentially religious questions are 
within the realm of the clerical hierarchy alone. 
   Eight years later at the Third General Synod 
this governing body was further defined by an 
argument of contrast:  “A synod according to 
the definition of the Roman Church is a gath-
ering of church dignitaries and theological ex-
perts for the discussion and institution of dog-
ma, discipline and laws of the church.  A synod 
according to the definition of the National 
Church is a gathering of clergy and lay dele-
gates for the discussion and determination of 
important matters of the church for the good of 
the people constituting the PNCC in America.” 
(Minutes, p. 61-62)  This argument specifically 
and intentionally distances our church govern-
ment from a hierarchical model.  Synods do not 
receive “expert” reports.  Synods discuss and 
determine the course of the church.   

   Less than a decade later, the 1922 church 
constitution would define one of the responsib-
ilities of the Synod as:  “Interpret authoritative-
ly the bases [sic] of faith and morals.” (Minutes 
p. 6)  Fr. Casimir Grotnik, editor, would add for 
clarification the comparison with Roman Cath-
olic Canon Law where synodal voting rights 
belonged to “the bishops (only!) ...”  (His 
emphasis) (Minutes, p. 6, fn 4)  The revised 
constitution of 1930 maintains this position by 
promulgating:  “The General Synod interprets 
and defines religious truths for the entire 
church … it ultimately exercises control over 
all church matters, spiritual as well as materi-
al.” (Emphasis mine) (Minutes, p. 8) Bp. Hodur 
was emphatically endorsing the democratic 
authority of this church in all spheres. 
   Time marched forward five years and at the 
1935 Synod Bp. Leon Grochowski addressed 
the body and told them, “The Synod is the most 
important authority in the Church.  It was so 
from the very beginning of Christianity, but 
with the passage of time the clergy took away 
from the faithful those rights which the Nation-
al Church returns to those belonging to it.” 
(Minutes, p. 190)  I’d like to add my Amen. 
  During the administration of Prime Bishop 
Grochowski, the Preamble to the Constitution 
would dare to say:  “Our PNCC in America, a 
country of the free, must be free.  Ecclesiastical 
autocracy in a democracy is an anomaly, a con-
tradiction.  A free church in a free country is 
our fundamental principle and our chief aim.” 
(PNCC, by Paul Fox, p. 116) 
   Ours was a fundamentally democratic Catho-
lic church as the above quotations indicate.  To 
still claim the moniker democratic our church 
must again embrace the charge to “Learn to 
think for yourselves.”  And if regeneration is 
more than a one year pop slogan, then such a 
church must trust the inspiration of the Spirit 
through the empowered voice of all the 
regenerated people of the church. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF SEPTEMBER 

September 4, 2015 – Monthly visitations to the 
sick and the shut-in of the parish. 

September 5th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

September 6th – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

September 8th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

September 9th – CROP Walk Recruitment Rally 
at St. James Episcopal Church in Greenfield 
at 6:00pm. 

      Prime Bp. Mikovsky’s Webinar at 7:00pm 
on Brotherly Love. 

September 13th – FEAST OF BROTHERLY 
LOVE.  Mass at 9:00am.  Special collection 
accepted for the parish’s CROP Walk team. 

  School of Christian Living classes begin at 
10:00am. 

 Coffee and social hours after Mass begin 
again at 10:00am. 

September 14th – Bible study group will meet 
in the parish hall at 7:00pm. 

September 19th – First Holy Communion 
organizational meeting at 9:30am. 

September 20th – Confirmation catechism 
resumes at 7:00pm. 

September 25th – Guitar in the Sanctuary 
Concert at 7:30pm. 

September 27th – Spojnia Sunday.  Special 
prayers offered for our church’s fraternal at 
the 9:00am Mass. 

September 28th – Bible study group will meet 
in the parish hall at 7:00pm. 

September 29th – Anniversary of the 
Consecration of Bp. Francis Hodur, the 
organizer of our denomination, in 1907 in 
Utrecht, Holland. 

* ** *** ** * 
FEAST OF BROTHERLY LOVE 
   One of the first liturgical innovations of our 
young church was the creation of the Feast of 
Brotherly Love.  The Special Synod of 1906 
was convened due to unrelenting attacks 
against our then nine-year-old church from 
both within and without the denomination.  In 

response to these acts of religious intolerance, 
the lay and clergy delegates decided to not 
respond in kind.  Rather, we instituted the Feast 
of Brotherly Love asking God and each other to 
heal the wounds of separation by emphasizing 
and responding with brotherly love. 
   Ever since that 1906 Synod, we have celebra-
ted the Feast of Brotherly Love annually to 
remind us of this essential Christian teaching.  
The sad fact that the anniversary of the 9-11 
religion-inspired terrorist bombings is a date 
close to the Feast of Brotherly Love only re-
minds us each year of how important it is that 
we not allow or encourage faith to devolve into 
fanaticism.  Compassion and empathy are basic 
components of anyone who believes in the 
teacher who offered us the parable of the Good 
Samaritan.  I hope you will make it a priority to 
join us at Mass on this special holy day. 
   On the Feast of Brotherly Love we are also 
encouraged to practice what we preach.  There-
fore, we will accept a special collection on this 
Sunday to benefit the parish’s CROP Walk 
team to fight hunger here and abroad.  We hope 
you will be as generous as possible to help 
those who are in need of our brotherly love. 
   Holly Zera-Lynch and Fr. Calvo will attend 
the Recruitment Rally on September 9th to pick 
up our registration forms and collection envel-
opes.  The actual Walk will be held in Green-
field on October 18th.  If you would like to join 
our CROP Walk team, please speak to either 
Holly or Fr. Randy.   
SCHOOL OF CHRISTIAN LIVING 
   We have met over the summer to discuss 
ways in which we can revitalize our Christian 
education program.  I am concerned about try-
ing to keep our older students motivated. Chris-
tian education is too important to take for gran-
ted.  We as a parish need to emphasize its im-
portance.  It is essential if we are to remain a 
truly democratic church.   
   With this in mind we are talking about reor-
ganizing the older student program so that they 
would have a much greater say in how it is run 
and what programs we would like to invest our-
selves in.  We were hoping that our youth may 
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like to get more involved in the CROP Walk 
preparations for October, which is a world wide 
program to raise funds to help the poor feed 
themselves. Then there is the Souper Bowl of 
Caring in February.  We could work on ways to 
increase our donations to the Survival Center to 
help our very own neighbours in Franklin 
County.  The parish also fields a team, Karen’s 
Krusaders, that walks in the MS Walk in North-
ampton in May to support Karen Herzig who 
will not let that disease define or limit her and 
what she wants to do.  But it will be up to the 
youth to decide.      
   The only component we can’t plan for is par-
ticipation.  We need our young families and our 
students to give our SOCL program a better 
chance.  If you have any comments, concerns 
or suggestions, please pass them along to Fr. 
Calvo, and please also make sure to attend our 
organizational meeting on September 13th at 
10:00am. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Another component of our Christian educa-
tion program here at the parish is our Bible 
study group.  We are working our way through 
the New Testament Epistle to the Hebrews.  It 
is the theology found in this biblical book that 
is the basis for our theology of the Holy Euch-
arist.  There is a wealth of discussion material 
just in the selections about Jesus as our heav-
enly high priest.  This is the only Christian 
priesthood mentioned in the New Testament.  
There is also the unique church structure in this 
Epistle of an unknown author.  The earliest 
church was alive with innovation and exper-
imentation, and it coexisted with a multitude of 
differences.  It truly was the body of Christ 
with each part coming together for the good of 
the greater whole.  If you would like to learn 
more about Hebrews or join in our discussions 
about the myriad of topics that flows from the 
text, please accept this invitation to join us on 
alternate weeks throughout the month. 
SPOJNIA SUNDAY 
   Our church’ fraternal organization has helped 
both church and parishioner since 1908.  The 
fraternal was our church’s effort to help our 

parishioners in a practical way whether through 
insurance, investment, loans or banking ser-
vices.  As a fraternal, all of its profits are re-
invested in her members, which also helps 
Holy Name because Spojnia has consistently 
been one of the major donors to the church and 
her programs.  On the last Sunday of Septem-
ber we offer special prayers for our fraternal, 
her work and her members. 
   Our church’s fraternal organization has begun 
to offer a Social Membership.  Annual dues are 
$30, which allows access to the credit union, 
the ability to apply for a mortgage and insur-
ance policies, and to become a subscriber to the 
Straz newspaper.  If you would like to sign-up 
for this program, or if you would like more 
information, please speak to Fr. Calvo.   
   If you would like to become our parish 
Branch Secretary and help advertise all that 
Spojnia does, please also speak to Fr. Calvo 
about this paid position.   
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 
   The parish has voted to move forward with 
the plan to use some of our lawn space to grow 
fruits, berries, herbs, vegetables and flowers 
naturally.  Much of this harvest can then be 
shared with our neighbours and the Survival 
Center.  Felix Lufkin will be looking at the 
piece of land behind the church parking lot 
with some other landscape designers in August.  
He will then arrange to have some wood chips 
dumped off, put together a fall plant order, and 
a general timeline of plantings. By the end of 
September through November we should be 
ready for two to four 2-4 work sessions.  If you 
would like to help with this community and 
charitable project, please speak to Fr. Calvo. 
CUB SCOUT POPCORN FUNDRAISER 
   The parish Cub Scout Pack is conducting its 
annual popcorn fundraiser.  The order form is 
available after Mass through Fr. Calvo.  The 
sale runs through October 25th.    Thank you for  
your support of our church’s Cub Scout Pack.  
   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, 
please contact the rectory.   
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Guitar in the Sanctuary Series 
Classical Guitarist Michael Nix, and Chris Devine 

 
Michael Nix, Classical Guitar and Banjar-a seven string classical banjo; Chris Devine, Violin, Mandolin 

 

 
 

Friday, September 25 at 7:30pm 
Holy Name of Jesus Parish 
15 Thayer Street / South Deerfield, MA 01373 
$12 General / $10 students & seniors (tickets available at the door) 
413-665-2129 
 
Michael Nix performs on classical guitar, Banjar, banjo, and mandolin, throughout the United States 
and Asia; has recorded for the PBS series "American Experience", several independent 
documentaries, numerous CD projects; and his compositions are performed internationally. His music 
has been heard on "Weekend Edition" and other NPR programs.  Nix designed the seven-string 
Banjar, an instrument which combines elements of the classical five-string banjo and the classical 
guitar.  The Banjar's seven high-tension nylon strings sound somewhat like a cross between the banjo 
and guitar or lute.  

 
Chris Devine is a musician of diverse talents, performing on electric and acoustic violin, mandolin, and 
guitar, as well as flute, saxophone, and keyboard. He studied with internationally known concert 
violinist Julian Olevsky. As a session musician he has appeared on over 100 CDs in many different 
styles of music, including classical, jazz, pop, country, and folk. Chris toured Europe and Russia as a 



 5 

featured soloist with Blackmore's Night, starring the influential guitarist Ritchie Blackmore of Deep 
Purple. 

 
Devine and Nix bring together decades of international concert touring, recording, and composing in 
many genres. They are founding members of world chamber music trio The Pioneer Consort. 
 
The first part of the program features Nix’s compositions and arrangements for Classical Guitar. The 
second part features virtuoso arrangements of traditional classical music, a world tour of musical 
traditions from Germany, Brazil, Spain, and Italy, including works by Bach and Albeniz. 
 
The Guitar in the Sanctuary Series takes place in South Deerfield’s Holy Name of Jesus Parish. 
The concert series is named after the church’s acoustically brilliant sanctuary, which is 
perfectly suited for guitar music. 
 
Tickets for the Friday, September 25 performance are $12 general / $10 students & seniors 
and available at the door the night of the performance.  The church has provided a "Catholic 
alternative" since 1929 and is an expression of the Christian faith that combines the 
teachings of Jesus, the practices of Catholic tradition and the sentiments of the 21st 
century.  Partial proceeds from the concert benefit the church.  The Sanctuary is not 
handicap accessible.  For further information contact, 413-665-2129. 
 
 
 
 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Future Directions Webinar 

“The Feast of Brotherly Love” 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7PM 

Offered by Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Log-in information:  
https://attendee.gotowebinar.com/register/1084478373868742145 


