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In Memory of Bp. Anthony Rysz
   I was Ordained thirty years ago.  In those 
three decades, I have served in only two con-
gregations.  I have been here at Holy Name 
since 1988, but from April 1985 through the 
end of February 1988 I was assigned as the 
Assistant Pastor of St. Stanislaus Cathedral in 
Scranton, PA.  At the time, the pastor of that 
parish was Bp. Anthony Rysz.  He was bap-
tized in Bp. Hodur’s church in 1925 and spir-
itually raised there.  After serving in the Navy 
during World War II, he returned home, enter-
ed our seminary in Scranton, and was Ordained 
in 1950 (The last remaining member of that 
class is Fr. Sen. Fryderyk Banas of Ware.). He 
was assigned to the Scranton Cathedral and ser-
ved as Bp. Hodur’s Assistant Priest and person-
al secretary until Bp. Hodur died in 1953.   
   One year later he was named pastor of the 
Dupont parish not far from Scranton, and from 
there he remained active in many national 
church programs.  Then in 1968 he was named 
the pastor of St. Stanislaus Cathedral.  He ser-
ved in this capacity until the mandatory retire-
ment age for bishops at 75.  Rather than retire, 
however, the Bishop accepted the pastorate of a 
small congregation in Nanticoke, PA and ser-
ved there, literally, until the day he died.  He 
entered heaven’s glory on Friday, March 20th, 
but on Wednesday the 18th he was still leading 
Lenten Devotions at his church. 
   I moved in to the Cathedral rectory in Sep-
tember 1984 when I was still a deacon in the 
Seminary.  At the time, the Cathedral usually 
had two young priests as Assistants, and it was 
always busy.  It was the best learning environ-
ment for a young priest anywhere in the church.  
Every day began with Mass. Most every Friday 
was a sung Litany, Saturday was General Con-
fession and Sunday afternoon was Vespers.  
Twice a week, every week, we visited hospi-
tals.  The first Friday of every single month we 
visited the nursing homes.  Every January we 
made Epiphany visitations to the homes.     Ev-

ery Sunday we prepared for and attended four 
Masses.  We helped with the parochial school.  
We attended meetings constantly.  Every sum-
mer we went to Spojnia Farm with the youth. 
Space won’t allow me to continue, but know 
that Bp. Rysz was there for all of this.   
   Additionally, God’s Field was published at 
the rectory with the Bishop as its editor.  The 
“fort was always manned.”  There was always 
someone at the rectory to answer the phone or 
the door or to respond in case of an emergency.  
With so much going on, the Assistants were al-
lowed one day off a week.  We left after Mass 
and we had to be back at the rectory by 11PM, 
but if there was church that night we had to be 
back.  But the Bishop kept the same schedule 
for himself.  When parishioners would come to 
the rectory for funeral or wedding arrange-
ments or to talk with the pastor, as busy as it 
was, the Bishop gave them freely of his time.  
He constantly reminded us young priests to 
never “scandalize” the people.  We were taught 
that we always represented the church no mat-
ter where we were.  He taught us to have re-
spect for our position because of our respect for 
the church and her people. Even if no one at-
tended a daily Mass, we celebrated it because, 
“When the bell rings, the priest goes to the altar 
because God is there.” 
   As a young priest I admit I was not fond of 
the curfew, the partial day off, and the constant 
meetings, but Bp. Rysz taught me most every-
thing I know about being a priest and a pastor.  
His example was of a practical spirituality.  It’s 
easy to talk. It’s hard to devote a lifetime to 
Christ’s service.  He had immense respect for 
the church.  He believed in what she stood for 
and what we had accomplished.  I have a great 
deal of respect for Bp. Rysz, most especially as 
a pastor.  I thank him and his wife Marie for 
putting up with all of us young priests.  They 
shared their home with us for decades. May he 
rest in peace and may we be inspired by his 
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example of tireless, dedicated service to Christ 
and church.  
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MAY 

May 1, 2015 – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

May 2nd – MS Walk in Northampton, MA 
May 3rd – Monthly meeting of the Adoration 

Society at 10:00am. 
May 6th – May Devotions will be sung at 

7:00pm. 
May 9th – Confession for the youth of the 

parish at 10:30am (Please note special week) 
May 10th – MOTHER’S DAY.  Special prayers 

offered during Mass.  UYA sponsored 
breakfast after Mass. 

May 11th – Bible study group will meet at 
7:00pm in the parish hall. 

May 12th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

May 14th – FEAST OF THE ASCENSION.  Mass 
of the day at 7:00pm. 

May 15th – GUITAR IN THE SANCTUARY  
inaugural concert at 7:30pm. 

May 16th – Fr. Calvo and delegates will attend 
the diocesan ANS Convention in Chicopee. 

May 24th – FEAST OF PENTECOST.  Mass at 
9:00am. 

   Monthly meeting of Women’s Ordination 
Now at 10:00am. 

May 25th – MEMORIAL DAY.  Mass of the day 
at 7:45am.  Fr. Calvo will participate in the 
Town of Deerfield’s program on the Town 
Common at 8:30am.  Prayers will be recited 
at our parish cemetery at approximately 
9:45am. 

May 26th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall at 7:00pm. 

May 31st – Trinity Sunday.  Mass at the special 
hour of 10:00am, with Fr. Sen. Joseph 
Soltysiak as celebrant. 

* ** *** ** * 
MS WALK 
   The annual MS Walk to raise funds to treat 
and eventually defeat Multiple Sclerosis will be 
held at Look Park in Northampton on Saturday, 
May 2nd.  If you would like to join Karen’s 
Krusaders and walk, please contact Sue 
Dibrindisi or the rectory.  If you would like to 

make a donation, please do the same.  We are 
walking because Karen Herzig of our parish, 
and a faithful choir member, has MS, but she 
doesn’t let it get the best of her.  She climbs 
two sets of stairs most every Sunday to share 
her gift of song.  In respect of this spirit and 
dedication, I ask you to help us fight MS. 
MOTHER’S DAY 
   The second Sunday of May is Mother’s Day 
throughout the country and the church will join 
in this celebration as always.  Special prayers 
will be offered during the Mass for our mothers 
living and dead.  After Mass a continental 
breakfast will be served in honour of the 
mothers with us that day.  I hope you will 
choose to make church a part of this special day 
when we say a much deserved “Thank You” to 
all of our mothers for all that they do for us. 
MAY DEVOTIONS 
   The month of May is dedicated to Mary, the 
Mother of God.  The phrase Mother of God was 
favoured by the early church to accentuate the 
teaching that Jesus was born as the Incarnate 
Son of God.  He did not become the Son of 
God at His baptism or His resurrection.  Jesus 
was always the union of divine and human 
from the moment Mary gave birth to Him. Dur-
ing May we will sing the May Devotions to 
honour Mary’s important role in salvation his-
tory as the Mother of God.  The Litany sung to 
Mary is sandwiched between the first and sec-
ond halves of the Exposition and Benediction 
of the Blessed Sacrament.  This conveys litur-
gically that Mary’s dignity is always associated 
and dependent upon her relationship with Jesus.  
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group has reconvened.  We 
meet from right after Easter through the end of 
Day Light Savings Time.  We meet on alternate 
weeks for one hour, but hopefully those couple 
of hours a month will help us to appreciate the 
gift that is the biblical Word of God.  The Bible 
is not magic.  It does no one any good sitting 
closed on a bookshelf.  Its beauty, wisdom and 
inspiration emerge when we open the book and 
read, and the Bible becomes even more enlight-
ening when we study it.  I invite you to come 
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join us as we read and discuss the Epistle to the 
Hebrews.  No one gets put on the spot.  Ques-
tions are encouraged and ideas and reactions 
shared.  Don’t let TV programs or movies tell 
you about the Bible.  Come and read it for 
yourselves with an open mind and an inquiring 
spirit. 
FEAST OF THE ASCENSION 
   According to the Acts of the Apostles, Jesus 
ascends into the heavens on the 40th day after 
Easter.  This year that day falls on May 14th.  
Mass will be celebrated at 7PM.  The Ascen-
sion testifies to the glorification of Jesus in 
heaven.  This is the glorified Jesus referred to 
in the Declaration of Utrecht, which serves as 
the basis of our eucharistic theology, which in 
turn is based upon the Epistle to the Hebrews 
that we are reading this year in Bible study 
group.  We accept the real presence of Jesus at 
our altar because we believe in the real pres-
ence of Jesus at the heavenly altar.  I invite you 
to join me at Mass on this holy day. 
FEAST OF PENTECOST 
   As Jesus ascended into the heavens, He prom-
ised, “‘You will receive power when the Holy 
Spirit has come upon you; and you will be my 
witnesses in Jerusalem, in all Judea and Samar-
ia, and to the ends of the earth.’” (Acts 1:8)  
Ten days later on the Jewish feast of Pentecost 
as the disciples were gathered together in Jerus-
alem, the Holy Spirit descended upon them all 
as was promised.  The enthusiasm shared by 
God’s Spirit compelled Jesus’ followers to 
leave behind their timidity.  They charged out 
into the streets of Jerusalem and began to pub-
licly declare the gospel of Christ.  At that mo-
ment the church was born.  Through the pres-
ence and inspiration of the Spirit, we were and 
are enabled to continue the work and ministry 
begun by Jesus in His lifetime.  Without Pente-
cost, we are not a living church; we are not the 
living Body of Christ. On this extremely impor-
tant feast day of the church, I encourage one 
and all to join us in the celebration of Mass so 
that as we come together the Spirit may again 
be shared and we may again be inspired to do 
the work of Jesus and His church. 

TRINITY SUNDAY 
   On the Sunday following Pentecost, as the 
church completes her sequence of celebrating 
the Father raising the Son from the grave, and 
then the Holy Spirit being shared with the faith-
ful, we tie it all together with Trinity Sunday.  
The Trinity is a concept that took the church 
nearly three centuries to conceptualize.  It is a 
theology born out of the necessity of connec-
ting Jesus of Nazareth with the eternal God.  It 
is essential to our Christian faith even as dif-
ficult as the nature of God is to grasp.  Trinity 
Sunday is part and parcel of the Easter mystery 
and I hope you will join us in church as we 
continue to ponder this idea of three as one and 
one as three. 
   Please also note that Mass this day will be 
celebrated by Fr. Sen. Soltysiak at 10AM while 
I am attending Kristin’s college graduation. 
MEMORIAL DAY 
   On Memorial Day a Requiem Mass for those 
killed in battle will be offered and we will like-
wise remember our departed veterans.  After 
Mass Fr. Calvo will participate in Deerfield’s 
Memorial Day commemoration on the Town 
Common.  Prayers will also be offered at our 
cemetery for our buried war dead and veterans 
as Deerfield’s parade makes its way to the 
town’s various cemeteries.  Memorial Day is 
not simply a three-day-weekend.  It is the 
solemn and somber remembrance of those who 
sacrificed everything for our nation.  Please 
make remembrance an important part of your 
Memorial Day weekend. 
GUITAR IN THE SANCTUARY SERIES 
   On Friday, May 15th at 7:30pm the inaugural 
concert of this series will take place in our 
church sanctuary. Andrew Leonard is a profess-
sional guitarist who travels and plays exten-
sively.  After our concert, he will be playing at 
a series of concerts in California.  Tickets cost 
$12 for adults and $10 for students and seniors. 
Tickets will be available at the door.  If you can 
work the concert, please speak to Fr. Calvo. 
      If someone you know needs a 
hospital visit, please inform the 
rectory.
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