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   We are now in the Easter Season, but last 

month we began a discussion about the ac-

counts of the crucifixion.  This discussion con-

tinues now.  In this sense, we are like the Gos-

pel authors.  These are people of a resurrection 

faith who are telling us about pre-resurrection 

events.  Their faith influences their stories; 

their purpose is to evangelize not report.  This 

is historical fact combined with a believer’s 

perspective.  A critical reading of the Bible is 

not to point out errors, but to discover the par-

ticular take on the faith of some of the earliest 

Christian communities.  Accordingly, let us 

look further into the crucifixion accounts. 

   Let us now consider when Jesus was cruci-

fied.  While the resurrection is a theological 

belief which most Christians accept as true, the 

crucifixion is an historical event for believers 

and non-believers alike.  Jewish and Roman 

historians make reference to it.   Early oppo-

nents of Christianity used it to ridicule the nas-

cent faith, which testifies to the fact that even 

adversaries accepted its veracity.  Therefore, 

there should not be too much discrepancy as to 

when it happened, unless, of course, theology is 

as important as chronology. 

   According to Mark, the earliest Gospel, Jesus 

gives instruction to His disciples to prepare 

their Passover meal during the day on “the first 

day of Unleavened  Bread, when the Passover 

lamb is sacrificed.” (14:12)  This would be the 

Day of Preparation when the Passover lamb 

was sacrificed in the Temple and the meal pre-

pared.  The meal, for Jesus the Last Supper, 

was eaten that evening, which according to the 

Jewish reckoning where days begin in the even-

ing, was the next day, the Day of Passover. 

   Mark then reveals that after the meal Jesus 

retires to Gethsemane for the night, but is ab-

ducted and brought before the Jewish authori-

ties.  In the morning (15:1), He is brought to 

Pilate who has Him crucified at 9:00 in the 

morning (15:25) and Jesus dies at 3:00 in the 

afternoon (15:33).  This is still the same day as 

the Last Supper, thus the first day of Passover. 

  As straightforward as this is, John tells a dif-

ferent story, which is equally straightforward.  

John’s account of Jesus’ final meal with His 

disciples is radically different than that found in 

the other Gospels, but the next sequence of 

events becomes more familiar.  Jesus is arrest-

ed in the garden after the meal and taken to the 

Jewish authorities.  In the morning (18:28), Je-

sus is brought to Pilate who sentences Him to 

death, and the crucifixion is carried out.  How-

ever, John makes absolutely clear that the exe-

cution takes place on “the day of Preparation 

for the Passover; and it was about noon.” 

(19:14) 

  If you recall, the Marcan Jesus was giving in-

structions for how to prepare for the Last Sup-

per on the Day of Preparation, then He died the 

following day.  The Johannine Jesus is already 

dead before the Marcan Jesus is eating with His 

followers!  This clear discrepancy, surprisingly, 

is not simply an error. It is intentional on 

John’s part and it is because he is more con-

cerned about his theological statement than on 

what day Jesus actually died.  The why of His 

death is more important than the when.   

   John’s Gospel is the only one that refers to 

Jesus with that famous phrase “the lamb of 

God.” (1:29, 36)  As such, Jesus is the Passover 

Lamb and the Passover Lamb is slaughtered not 

on Passover proper, but on the Day of Prepara-

tion.  As the Passover lambs were being slaugh-

tered within the Temple precincts, Jesus was 

being offered up on the cross as the lamb of 

God who takes away the sins of the world.  

John has led up to this major theological state-

ment since the beginning of his Gospel.  The 

chronological discrepancy matters little to him, 

and really it matters little to us unless we are 

biblical literalists.  However, if we can get past 

the albatross of literalism, we can appreciate 

the sublime theology of Jesus as God’s perfect 

sacrifice, the perfect lamb of God.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MAY 

May 3, 2017 – May Devotions will be sung at 

7:00pm. 

May 5th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 

the shut-in of the parish. 

May 6th – Confession for the youth of the par-

ish at 10:30am. 

May 7th – Monthly meeting of the Adoration 

Society at 10:00am. 

May 8th – Bible study group will meet in the 

parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

May 14th – MOTHER’S DAY.  Mass of the day at 

9:00am with special prayers offered for 

mothers living and deceased. 

May 23rd – Bible study group will meet in the 

parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

May 25th – ASCENSION DAY.  Mass of the day 

at 7:00pm. 

May 29th – MEMORIAL DAY.  Mass of the day 

at 7:45am.  Fr. Calvo will offer Benediction 

at the Town of Deerfield’s remembrance, 

which begins at 8:30am, and a prayer at our 

cemetery as the parade visits and honours our 

war dead. 
*** ** * ** *** 

   “Give me the liberty to know, to utter, and to 

argue freely according to conscience above all 

liberties.” – John Milton, English poet. 
MAY DEVOTIONS 

   May is a month the church dedicates to Moth-

er Mary. During this month, we will sing the 

litany in her honour and on Mother’s Day we 

will invoke her name as we celebrate Christian 

motherhood.   

   Mary is often referred to as the Mother of 

God.  Bp. Hodur had a predilection for speak-

ing of Mary as mother rather than virgin.  The 

birth of Jesus was a one-time event entrusted to 

Mary by God, but her role as Jesus’ mother was 

her continuous, lifetime vocation.  Mother 

Mary was privileged to teach her son His first 

lessons of morality, faith, love and compassion.  

She is the one who worried about His well-

being as Jesus became more and more out-

spoken as a religious reformer (Mark 3:19b-

27).  And while she may not have been beside 

the cross (cf. Mark 15:40-41; Matthew 27:55-

56; Luke 23:49; John’s account at 19:25b+ has 

theological motivations that may explain his 

singular divergence on this point from the other 

three Gospels), Mary is recorded as one among 

the original followers of Jesus in Jerusalem af-

ter the resurrection (Acts 1:14).  Mary was sig-

nificant in Jesus’ life and formation, and for 

this reason the church honours her, especially 

during the month of May. 

   Another reason why Bp. Hodur and our 

church favoured the appellation of mother in 

reference to Mary is because her virginity took 

on ulterior motives, not in a necessarily cun-

ning way, but as an indirect support for the as-

cetic practice of sexual abstinence, first among 

Christians in general and later among the Or-

dained.  Mandatory celibacy was not a univer-

sal requirement in the church for about a thou-

sand years, and only became so in the Western 

church not the Eastern or Orthodox church.  

And now Pope Francis may even be entertain-

ing a discussion of rescinding the rule of man-

datory celibacy in his church.  But as Mary’s 

virginity became increasingly emphasized, it 

was in tandem with those factions of the church 

who saw and practiced celibacy as a way in 

which to subdue the evil of the physical.  

   Bp. Hodur, instead, celebrated the gift of 

family life, thus the Feast of the Christian Fam-

ily in the other Marian month of October.  This 

is why Hodur struggled mightily to abolish 

mandatory clerical celibacy, and yet he never 

married so as not to taint this reform with the 

accusation of personal benefit.  And this is why 

our church has traditionally, although less so 

today, spoken of Mary as mother.   
MOTHER’S DAY 

   The nation celebrates Mother’s Day on the 

second Sunday of May annually.  The church 

joins in this acknowledgement of the essential 

role of motherhood.  Mothers are usually the 

first ones to instill in a child those noble attrib-

utes of virtue and morality that hopefully de-

velop and last a lifetime.  Mothers provide the 

direct experience of an unconditional love and 

are often called a child’s “first church.”  At 
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Mass on Mother’s Day we will offer special 

prayers for mothers living and deceased.  I 

hope you will choose to make church a part of 

your Mother’s Day celebration. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 

   Our Bible study group began again in April 

and we will continue to meet through the end of 

October.  We gather on alternate weeks for one 

hour.  I hope that these two hours a month will 

open up the Bible for those attending. In group, 

we are reading the Gospel of John verse by 

verse, but I would like to think that this expo-

sure to a critical Bible reading encourages the 

ones attending to read the Bible on their own, 

to take the examples they learn in Bible study 

and apply them on their own as they read the 

Bible hopefully daily.  The Bible is not magic.  

It won’t speak to you closed on your bedstand.  

The Bible is not unchanging.  The words re-

main the same, but the Word of God continues 

always to speak anew to each of us.  If you 

have two hours to spare a month, I invite you to 

join us for our Bible study group.  No Bible 

knowledge is required and none is expected.  

All we hope to do is get people to read The 

Book and to think as they do so. I have a poster 

in my office facing my chair that reads:  “Jesus 

died to take away your sins.  Not your mind.”   
ASCENSION DAY 

   According to the Acts of the Apostles, and 

only the Acts of the Apostles – here’s a perfect 

example of what is stated directly above (cf. 

Luke 24 where the Ascension takes place on 

Easter Sunday), Jesus ascends into the heavens 

on the 40th day after His resurrection.  After 40 

days of communing with the resurrected Sav-

iour, the apostles’ last question of Jesus re-

mains earth-bound.  They wish to know, still, if 

Jesus’ ascension will lead to the restoration of 

the nation of Israel (Acts 1:6).  After 40 days, a 

number symbolizing fullness, the disciples still 

seem unable to grasp the new reality of the 

post-resurrection Christ.  It is almost as if they 

cannot let go of the Jesus they once knew as 

long as even the resurrected Jesus is with them.   

   Therefore, His ascension is accompanied by 

the promise that the Holy Spirit will be shared 

with them.  The Spirit will change everything, 

and this event the church will celebrate as her 

birthday on Pentecost, ten days after the ascen-

sion.  This need to let go of the Jesus they once 

knew so that they could then embrace the glori-

fied Jesus that all subsequent Christians know 

is portrayed for the reader in the encounter with 

the two heavenly creatures who prod them for-

ward saying, “‘Men of Galilee, why do you 

stand looking up toward heaven?’” (Acts 

1:11a)  In other words, it is time to move on.   

   This is the Jesus we encounter during the lit-

urgy.  As a matter of fact, the ascended and 

glorified Jesus who is the heavenly High Priest 

as described in the Epistle to the Hebrews is the 

basis of our eucharistic theology.  With all of 

this on the Ascension Day plate, I do hope you 

will choose to join the faithful few at Mass on 

this feast day. 
MEMORIAL DAY 

   On this solemn day, we remember and honour 

all of those men and women who have died 

while serving in the Armed Forces of our na-

tion. We will gather to remember them at Mass.  

Fr. Calvo will be a part of Deerfield’s com-

memoration on the Town Common and will 

then say a prayer at our cemetery as the parade 

enters and the gun salute is offered.  This is not 

only a three-day weekend.  Without the sacri-

fice of these men and women, we would not be 

able to enjoy barbecues and picnics.  We must 

make time on Memorial Day to remember why 

this is a vacation day. 
ADDITIONALLY … 

   First, if you would like to help with our Edi-

ble Landscapes project to the south side of the 

parking lot, please check the weekly bulletin 

for further information about our Spring plant-

ing date. Second, five people are interested in a 

CPR course here at the church.  If you are too, 

please notify Fr. Calvo ASAP.  And third, a 

Chicken BBQ Subcommittee to consider possi-

ble alternatives for our 2018 fundraiser is being 

formed.  For more information, please see the 

weekly bulletin for the day of our first meeting.   
      If someone you know needs a hospital visit, 
please contact the rectory.
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