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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part III
   Since we are talking about Kings Saul and 
David, I contacted my friends at ABC and they 
agreed to schedule a new series called Of Kings 
and Prophets just for us.  It will begin airing on 
March 8th.  The story of these two biblical 
kings is filled with so much sex and violence 
that the network has said it may offer two cuts 
of each episode, an edited-down version on tel-
evision and racier ones online.  I realize that 
ABC is courting controversy with such a depic-
tion, and I imagine they will play-up the parts 
that sell (I wonder who will play Abishag?), but 
nonetheless these are not two conventionally 
“saintly” men. 
   When David’s son Solomon dies, kingship 
passes to Rehoboam of the next generation.  It 
immediately becomes a tale of succession and 
secession.  Solomon was anointed king “over 
Israel and Judah” in the capital, Jerusalem. (1 
Kings 1:33-35), but when Rehoboam ascends 
the throne, he travels immediately to Shechem.  
This is an historically religiously significant 
site in the north.  It was associated with Abra-
ham, Jacob and Joseph.  The Hebrews assem-
bled here under the leadership of Joshua, and 
Abimelech was named king there in Judges 9.   
   Rehoboam must have come to Shechem to 
assert his authority over the north.  Instead, 
Jeroboam, whom we met last month, is waiting 
for him.  When Rehoboam refuses to correct 
any of the inequalities discussed in the previous 
article and rather promises to amplify them, the 
people of the north proclaim in defiance:  
“‘What share do we have in David?  We have 
no inheritance in the son of Jesse.  To your 
tents, O Israel!  Look now to your own house, 
O David.’” (1 Kings 12:16)  And Rehoboam 
must flee for his life. (1 Kings 12:18) 
   David and his lineage favoured Judah and 
disenfranchised the northern tribes. By only the 
third generation, the north, now called “Israel” 
as opposed to the southern nation of “Judah,” 

reverts to older tradition of the tribal compact 
as opposed to the unavoidable Davidic success-
sion.  Most of Israel walks away from David’s 
kingship because of its abusiveness, which is 
exactly what the unheeded advice of 1 Samuel 
8 warned against prior to the monarchy. 
   A critical reader may then see the Davidic dy-
nasty as a fact of history imposed upon God’s 
revelation.  When the people are allowed to re-
turn to Jerusalem after the Persian exile, the 
hope of a Davidic king lingers in Zerubbabel, 
but he disappears from the story without even a 
whisper.  Kingship was a brief episode in the 
history of the People of God, and even in that 
sliver of time kingship for the most part was re-
ligiously uninspired, and was actually spiritual-
ly detrimental.  The Davidic kingship built and 
protected the Jerusalem Temple. This may sup-
ply its literary raison d’etre because these are 
the ones who needed and maintained the story. 
   However, separate from this history, are the 
prophets.  Third-Isaiah writes from the Persian 
Exile of the people’s hope of return.  He closes 
his account with a diatribe against the Temple 
(66:1-4).  Rather, God reveals: “‘This is the one 
to whom I will look, to the humble and contrite 
in spirit, who trembles at my word.’” (66:2)   
   As Christians we force Jesus of Nazareth into 
the mold of the Davidic king, but Jesus distan-
ced Himself from the regal and came to us in 
poor humility. Jesus likely called Himself Son 
of Man to emphasize His union with others. He 
had little to do with the Temple and her priests.  
His worship was in the synagogue, in prayer 
and among the people. He challenged the idea 
of the Messiah as David’s Son (cf. Luke 20:41-
44) and was left unimpressed by the grandeur 
of Herod’s Temple (Luke 21:1-6).  King was a 
treasonous charge forced upon Jesus by the Ro-
mans. In the Geneva Bible of 1560, brought to 
America on the Mayflower, the word king is al-
ways translated as tyrant. The critical reader 
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can ask what benefit there is to applying king-
ship to our contemplation of God and Christ.     
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF MARCH 

March 1, 2016 – Massachusetts Presidential 
Primary.  Voting is a privilege and a 
responsibility. 

March 2nd – Lenten Discussion at the Whately 
Congregational Church at 7:00pm. 

March 4th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish. 

   The Bitter Lamentations will be sung at 
7:00pm. 

March 5th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

March 6th – FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION.  
Mass of the day at 9:00am. 

   ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING at 
10:00am in the parish hall. 

March 9th – Fr. Calvo will present at the South 
Deerfield Congregational Church at 7:00pm 
as part of the Lenten Discussion Series. 

March 11th – Stations of the Cross will be 
recited at 7:00pm. 

March 12th – Remember to set your clocks 
AHEAD one hour before retiring for the 
night. 

March 13th – Passion Sunday.  Mass of the day 
at 9:00am. 

   Monthly meeting of the Adoration Society at 
10:00am. 

   Central Seniorate Meal in the Upper Room in 
Ware at 4:00pm. 

March 16th – Lenten Discussion Series at the 
Montague Congregational Church at 7:00pm. 

March 18th – The Bitter Lamentations will be 
sung at 7:00pm. 

March 19th – Easter Food Sale in the parish hall 
from 9:00am – 2:00pm. 

   Acolyte practice at 10:00am. 
March 20th – PALM SUNDAY.  Liturgy of the 

palms and Mass starting at 9:00am. 
March 22nd – Diocesan Mass of Chrism in 

Plantsville, CT at 4:00pm. 
March 23rd – Holy Wednesday.  Lenten 

Penitential Service at 7:00pm. 
March 24th – Holy Thursday.  Mass and liturgy 

of the day at 6:00pm.  Followed by a Pot 
Luck Supper in the parish hall 

March 25th – Good Friday.  The church will be 
open from 7:00am for private prayer and 
meditation. 

   The Youth Stations of the Cross will be 
recited at 4:00pm followed by the opening of 
the symbolic grave. 

   The Mass of the Pre-Sanctified will be 
offered at 7:00pm. 

March 26th – Holy Saturday.  Liturgy of the day 
will begin at 8:00am. 

   Easter foods will be blessed in homes by 
invitation and again in church at 5:00pm. 

March 27th – EASTER SUNDAY.  Resurrection 
procession and Mass begin at 9:00am. 

   Children’s activity follows after Mass 
* ** *** ** * 

   “Love without passion is dreary.  Passion 
without love is horrific.” – Abraham Cowley, 
English poet 
SEASON OF LENT 
    Lent is the 40 day period that mimics Jesus’ 
40 days in the desert.  There He fasted, prayed 
and prepared Himself for the work of God that 
lay ahead of Him.  Easter is the glorious celeb-
ration of Jesus’ resurrection and our rebirth.  In 
order to prepare ourselves for that charge of 
new life, for the work of God that lies ahead of 
each one of us, we have to also fast, pray and 
prepare.  Lent is the holy opportunity provided 
to us every year to renew our faith by renewing 
our relationship with a God who loves us as 
much as the cross. 
   To help us in our Lenten journey the parish 
participates in the Ecumenical Lenten Discus-
sion Series.  The full schedule is printed below.  
These will be held each Lenten Wednesday 
until Holy Wednesday.  They will be presented 
at the various churches involved by different 
presenters.  The discussion will be followed by 
a light reception. 
   On Lenten Fridays we will alternate between 
the Lenten Devotions of the Stations of the 
Cross and the Bitter Lamentations.  These 
sparsely attended Services are designed to 
remind us of Jesus’ willing sacrifice that He 
accepts out of His complete devotion to us and 
His ineffable love for all creation. 
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   Lent also calls upon us to offer personal acts 
of devotion as we stand before the cross of 
Christ.  As one example, the faithful are to fast 
and abstain from meat on Lenten Fridays, and 
for those who choose they are encouraged to 
fast on  Lenten Wednesdays as well. 
FEAST OF THE INSTITUTION 
   On the second Sunday of March 1897 our 
church denomination was born.  Fr. Francis 
Hodur accepted the invitation of St. Stanislaus 
Church in Scranton, PA to become their pastor.  
The one parish grew and eventually spread 
across the country, coming to South Deerfield 
in 1929.   
   Ours is a reforming Catholic church that 
respects and empowers all of her members 
through a democratic governance.  Our tradi-
tion is a progressive theology that emphasizes 
the love of God and the potential inherent in 
His people.  We are a church that rejects the 
motivations of fear, ignorance, superstition and 
submission because these do not trust in the 
power of all that is good in the faith and in us 
to bring people to God.  And we believe that 
the church is a constantly evolving body be-
cause ever since Pentecost the Spirit has been 
leading us forward. 
   If this is important to you, then dedicate 
yourself to the work and growth of the church.  
If this is important to you, think about sharing 
an invitation to those you know to come with 
you to Mass, or Bible study, or to help with any 
of our community projects.  The cornerstone of 
Holy Name states that this church belongs to 
the people.  It is our privilege to make of this 
community what we will. 
ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
   As an expression of our democratic Catholi-
cism, we hold our annual Congregational Meet-
ing on the Feast of the Institution.  We celeb-
rate and pray for our church at Mass, and after 
Mass we perform the work of our church by 
gathering as her members to hear reports of 
what has been done, to plan for the future, and 
to elect our new officers.  It is hoped that all 
members of the parish will participate in this 
meeting. 

EASTER FOOD SALE 
   The annual Easter Food Sale will be held in 
the parish hall on Saturday, March 19th.  Volun-
teers have already made pierogi.  We will be 
making golumpki on the 17th.  If you can help, 
please contact Jane Grybko.  On the 18th, we 
will bake apple pies.  Please contact Marge 
Sanderson if you can lend a hand.  We also 
hope you will share your own kitchen special-
ties with us.  These may be brought to church 
on Friday the 18th.  At the Food Sale, we also 
hold a raffle.  If you are able to donate a raffle 
prize, please bring it to church by the 13th.  And 
thank you for your help. 
EASTER FLOWER COLLECTION 
   We adorn the Sanctuary with lilies on Easter.  
They have come to symbolize the joyous prom-
ise of the resurrection.  After our Lenten Sun-
day Masses a special collection will be accep-
ted for the Flower Fund.  If you would like to 
make a memorial contribution, please do so 
through Fr. Calvo for inclusion in the Bulletin. 
HOLY WEEK & EASTER 
   On Palm Sunday the liturgy begins with the 
blessing and distribution of the palms.  A pro-
cession around the church reminds us of Jesus’ 
triumphal entry into Jerusalem, but the scourg-
ing of the cross anticipates what lies ahead. 
   A Lenten Penitential Service is held on Holy 
Wednesday to offer the church’s absolution 
prior to Jesus’ Passion. 
   On Holy Thursday the church remembers 
the Last Supper.  We celebrate Mass and share 
Holy Communion because Jesus said, “Do this 
in remembrance of me,” and we have.  This is 
also the night that Jesus is captured in the Gar-
den of Gethsemane and the disruption of the 
Sanctuary is a powerful reminder of this tragic 
night.  So that as many as possible may receive 
Communion a pot luck supper is held in the 
parish hall after Mass to allow for the two-hour 
fast.  More information about the supper will be 
in the weekly bulletin. 
   The church is open throughout the day on 
Good Friday for private prayer.  At 4PM the 
youth will lead us through the Stations of the 
Cross and at 7PM we are invited to return for 
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the Mass of the Pre-Sanctified.  On the day 
Jesus dies we should refrain from everything 
frivolous.   
   Jesus had promised that He would resurrect.  
Trusting in His word, while He lays in the 
grave on Holy Saturday, the church prepares 
for Easter.  To bring a bit of the church into our 
homes, Easter foods are blessed on this day 
either at your houses by invitation or at the 
church at 5PM. 
   The most glorious day on the church calendar 
is Easter.  Jesus conquers death and God 

vindicates both Him and His gospel message.  
The liturgy begins with a procession.  If your 
child(ren) would like to participate by holding a 
white carnation, please speak to Fr. Calvo.  
After Mass a children’s activity will be held.  If 
you would like to help with a monetary 
donation to help defray our costs, please see 
Maryanna Foster.   
 
   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory. 

 

2016  -  Nineteenth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2016 

Seeking Hope in a Broken World  
March 2nd 

Third session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden  
at the Whately Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  I’ve Flipped.  Have You? 

March 9th 
Fourth session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo 
at the South Deerfield Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  “God Isn’t Fixing This” 

March 16th   
Fifth session offered by Rev. Roger Daly  
at the Montague Congregational Church at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  “Suffering Succotash”   
-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments will be served after each gathering by the host parish. 

All Are Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, please contact your pastor for 

information about a possible cancellation. 
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Lasagna Dinner  
with our Homemade  

Bolognaise Sauce 

 
Sponsored by the Holy Name of 

Jesus 
YMSofR Men’s Club 

Sunday, February 28th  at 5pm 
on Thayer St., So. Deerfield. 

frrandy@holynamedeerfield.or
g or  

413-665-2129 for 
reservations 
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Also includes salad, garlic 
bread, dessert and beverage. 

$10/adult                $5/child 12 
or under 


