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“Learn to Think for Yourselves” – Part I
   In the biblical account of Israel’s sojourn 
through the wilderness, one can there read of 
the Tabernacle and of the Tent of Meeting.  
The Tabernacle is straightforward enough.  It 
was the cultic shrine overseen by the priests, 
and it was located at the center of the Israelite 
encampment.  The Tent of Meeting, however, 
was located outside of the camp and there the 
people of Israel would petition the Lord 
through Moses. (Exodus 33:7-11)  Further into 
their journey, we read that it was at the Tent of 
Meeting that God distributed some of His spirit 
on the 70 elders so that Moses would not be 
overburdened with the responsibility of leader-
ship.  When Moses’ protégé Joshua witnessed 
this diminution of Moses’ power, he exclaimed, 
“‘My lord Moses stop them!’” (Numbers 
11:28)  Instead, Moses replied, “‘Would that all 
the Lord’s people were prophets and that the 
Lord would put his spirit on them.’” (11:29) 
   But as Stephen Sondheim might say, a funny 
thing happened on the way to the Tent of Meet-
ing.  The Pentateuch, the first five books of the 
Bible, the putative Books of Moses, is an edited 
collection of various writers from different 
times and situations. One of the final authors to 
leave a mark on the Pentateuch is the Priestly 
author.  As the name indicates, this later 
author’s perspective is centered on the priestly 
caste and he edits the earlier materials to re-
fashion an account that reflects his perspective. 
   One of his editorial creations is to conflate 
the accounts of the Tent of Meeting with the 
Tabernacle.  This is seen clearly in Leviticus, 
the book dominated by the Priestly author.  In 
chapter 1, for example, the older tradition is 
heard when Moses is called to the Tent of 
Meeting to converse with God. Then, creative-
ly, the cult and the priesthood appear, not at the 
Tabernacle, but at the Tent of Meeting.  The 
priests have co-opted the prophetic office, the 
office of the more democratic tradition which 
once stated:  “Would that all the Lord’s people 
were prophets …”  

   When I was studying at Smith College, my 
concentration was on the First Epistle to the 
Thessalonians, the oldest extant piece of Chris-
tian literature.  One of the most interesting texts 
on the subject was a book called Prophecy in 
Early Christianity by David Aune.  We do not 
speak about Christian prophets today even 
though the Bible does.  Acts of the Apostles 
mentions individual prophets by name.  1 Cor-
inthians lists them among the charismatic of-
fices of the early church.  Ephesians calls 
prophets part of the foundation of the church 
along with apostles.  And 1 Thessalonians of-
fers the pedestrian sounding advice of listening 
to the prophets, but still test what they say ac-
cording to one’s own conscience.  One of the 
earliest non-canonical books of the Christian 
tradition is The Didache. Prophets abound in 
this book as leaders, teachers, apostles and 
priests.  The question can then be asked, Where 
did they go?  Is it the story of the Tent of 
Meeting-cum-Tabernacle revisited?  I believe it 
is.  The earliest Spirit-inspired democracy of 
the Christian church was overridden by the 
priestly caste who then proceeded to re-tell the 
story according to their prerogative. 
   I think it is not out of place to ask if some-
thing similar is afoot in our church denomina-
tion.  We were born one year after the Plessy 
vs. Ferguson Supreme Court decision, which 
enshrined the separate but equal legal prece-
dent.  Prejudice was not tolerated; it was en-
couraged.  Discrimination was not only racial, 
but also ethnic.  The organizers of our church 
stood up to this injustice in society, in church, 
wherever.  This is why our cornerstone reads:  
“Belonging to the people.”  This is the actual 
and theoretical foundation of our church dem-
ocracy.  The civil rights leader Ella Josephine 
Baker once said:  “Strong people don’t need 
strong leaders.”  This is why our first leader 
confidently declared:  “Learn to think for your-
selves.”  Is this organizing spirit being enfeeb-
led by an over reliance on the clergy? 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JUNE 

June 4, 2015 – Feast of Corpus Christi.  Central 
Seniorate Mass and eucharistic procession at 
7:00pm at a site to be determined. 

June 5th – Monthly visitations to the sick and 
the shut-in of the parish 

June 6th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

June 7th – Monthly meeting of the Adoration 
Society at 10:00am. 

June 8th – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

June 9th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

June 14th – Closing of the School of Christian 
Living classes at the 9:00am Mass. 

June 21st – Father’s Day.  Mass will be 
celebrated outdoors weather permitting.  A 
special collection will be accepted for the 
Clergy Pension Fund. 

June 22nd – Bible study group will meet in the 
parish hall from 7 – 8:00pm. 

June 26th – Silent Auction fundraiser at 5:30pm 
in the parish hall 

June 30th – Organ Historical Society recital at 
the parish at 8:45am. Very limited seating. 

   Diocesan Acolyte Retreat in Woonsocket, RI 
beginning at 10:00am. 

* ** *** ** * 
 SACRED VOCATIONS MONTH 
   During the month of June, during graduation 
season, the church asks that we pray for Sacred 
Vocations.  Jesus calls those whom He needs to 
serve as priest and pastor.  As the people of the 
church, our job is to nurture those who are 
called with our prayers, encouragement and 
advocacy.  Please keep Sacred Vocations in 
mind throughout this month. 
CORPUS CHRISTI 
   Jesus institutes the Holy Eucharist at the Last 
Supper on the night before His death.  Gathered 
in the Upper Room, He pronounces the words 
“This is my body” and “This is my blood.”  
Then, almost immediately, Jesus is arrested in 
the Garden of Gethsemane and His Passion 
begins.  This does not allow the church to prop-

erly celebrate the gift of Holy Communion at 
that time.  Therefore, she waits.  Once the 
Easter celebration of the Father raising the Son 
from the grave is completed, once we celebrate 
the sharing of the Holy Spirit on Pentecost, and 
once we tie Father, Son and Holy Spirit togeth-
er on Trinity Sunday, the church can finally 
return to the Eucharist.   
   Thus, on the Feast of Corpus Christi, we 
come together and finally acknowledge in a 
proper manner the gift of the altar.  The par-
ishes of the Central Seniorate will gather on 
this holy day.  Fr. Sen. Soltysiak will be the 
principal celebrant and the priests of the local 
parishes will concelebrate the Mass with him.  
At the conclusion of the evening’s liturgy, a 
eucharistic procession will take us to the four 
corners of the church to there symbolize the 
universal importance of the sacrament.  The 
ladies of the Adoration Society are encouraged 
to participate by holding their candles, choir 
members may share in the gift of song, any of 
our acolytes are more than welcome to help 
serve, and of course the faithful are invited to 
attend.  After the liturgy a light repast will be 
served. 
BIBLE STUDY GROUP 
   Our Bible study group is making its way 
through the New Testament Epistle to the He-
brews.  No one knows who the author of this 
book is, but it is included as part of the inspired 
Christian canon nonetheless.  We have so far 
spoken about the high Christology of the text, 
but that there remains the problem of Jesus’ 
subordination to the Father.  This is one exam-
ple of how the church is constantly growing in 
her understanding of the faith.  This dynamic is 
still at work today because we remain believers 
in what Hebrews calls the “living and active” 
Word of God.  I invite you to come and share 
in this process of still listening to what Jesus 
has to say to us today that is new and 
challenging.   
SOCL CLOSING 
   Another year of Christian education is coming 
to a close.  We will acknowledge our School of 
Christian Living teachers at Mass on the 14th.  
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They are Anne Lafleur, Barbara Stahelski, 
Christine Piekarski and Aileen Dacyczyn.  We 
thank them for their ministry to our younger 
members.  We also thank the families that 
support our Christian education program with 
their time and effort.  In a democratic church, 
an informed laity is essential, and this begins 
with our SOCL classes.  I wish there were 
some way to get more of our youth involved 
with this program.  Any suggestions would be 
greatly appreciated so that over the summer we 
could mull over the ideas and maybe try some-
thing new in the fall. 
FATHER’S DAY 
   The third Sunday of June is Father’s Day 
throughout the nation and also in our church.  
Prayers will be offered during the Mass on this 
day for the fathers of our parish and nation.  So 
much of what a father does has bearing on not 
only the family but society at large.  If weather 
permits on this first day of summer, we will 
celebrate Mass outdoors in the shade of our 
beautiful maple trees. 
CLERGY PENSION FUND 
   On Father’s Day the church asks that we ac-
cept your donations to benefit the Clergy Pen-
sion Fund.  This fund enables the church to 
give our retired clergy a monthly stipend, and 
then after their deaths this continues if they are 
survived by their wives.  Thank you for your 
generosity to our retired priests and bishops. 
SILENT AUCTION 
   Our third annual “Make It-Bake It-Sew It-
Grow It” silent auction will take place on Fri-
day, June 26th from 5:30 – 7:30pm.  Parishion-
ers are asked to sign-up after Mass to share 
their talents with us for the auction.  Then these 
items will be put up for auction. Throughout 
the event, the YMSofR Men’s Club will be 
grilling hot dogs and hamburgers too.  We hope 
you will consider donating something to the 
auction and that you will invite your friends to 
come and join in the fun. 
ORGAN RECITAL 
   The 60th Annual Convention of the Organ 
Historical Society will convene June 28th – July 
3rd in Springfield.  Day trips are planned 

throughout western Massachusetts to visit 
historically important instruments including 
two right here in South Deerfield.  The fol-
lowing is taken from their 2015 calendar:  
“There [at the South Deerfield Congregational 
Church] we will hear a 1907 Emmons Howard 
(II/15) before crossing town to hear the only 
known surviving instrument by William 
Jackson of Albany, New York, the 1868 (II/12) 
organ in the Holy Name of Jesus National 
Catholic Church.”  A recital will be performed 
for the convention participants in our church by 
Larry Schipull.  I am not sure if there will be 
seating available for any of our interested 
parishioners, but as the date approaches please 
call the rectory if you are interested and I will 
hopefully have more information for you at that 
time.  In the meanwhile, you may check out 
their website:  www.organsociety.org.  Click on 
the “conventions” tab to read more about this 
local gathering.   
DIOCESAN ACOLTY RETREAT 
   Unfortunately, the annual diocesan Acolyte 
Retreat will be held on the same day as the 
organ recital.  I plan to attend the Retreat, but 
will have to arrive late.  The Retreat is hosted 
this summer by our sister parish in Woon-
socket, RI.  The theme of the Retreat is Prepare 
the Way of the Lord.  Along with sessions on 
improving on serving technique, a hike is 
scheduled for Purgatory Chasm.  The registra-
tion deadline is June 25th.  I hope my acolytes 
will think about participating in this helpful and 
fun gathering.  If interested, please let me 
know. 
DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT 
      So that you can mark your calendars the 
Youth Retreat will be held at 4-H Camp Howe 
in Goshen, MA from August 16th – 20th.  Our 
offsite excursion will be to the Mountain 
Coaster at Berkshire East.  The cost is 
$135/person, but a $50 fee is tacked on if you 
don’t register by July 1st.  Registration and 
health forms are available through the rectory.   
      If someone you know needs a hospital visit, 
please inform the rectory.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH 
OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH 
15 Thayer Street · South Deerfield, MA 01373 · 413-665-2129 
www.holynamedeerfield.org · Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor 

 
Dear PARISHIONER, 
 
We are writing to you in regard to our Annual Chicken BBQ. This great event, fundraiser and time of fellowship 
has been part of our parish for over 50 years now. 
 
This year the BBQ will be held on Sunday, August 16, 2015 at the Hatfield Lions Pavilion in Hatfield, MA. If 
you attended last year you know what a great success it was! We are happy to announce that again this year we 
will have music and dancing from Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s Men. Beer and wine will also be offered 
again, and our popular raffles will offer a variety of prizes. 
 
The success of our BBQ last year included serving our delicious chicken BBQ dinners to about 375 people, and 
attracting over 400 people to the event. This year we hope to do even better! 
 
This event is a crucial fundraiser for Holy Name of Jesus Church. Being a non-profit organization, our 
fundraisers are necessary to support our parish. We are asking our parishioners for their support of this 
important event. Please consider becoming one of our Parishioner Sponsors in any of the following levels. (You 
may do so in your name, or also in honor of passed loved ones): 

 
Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 

Prominent placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Platinum Parishioner Sponsor’ 
Four BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($68 value) 

Four raffle ticket books for the day of the event (24 tickets, $20 value) 
 

Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Gold Parishioner Sponsor’ 

Two BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($34 value) 
Two raffle ticket books for the day of the event (12 tickets, $10 value) 

 
Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Silver Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Bronze Parishioner Sponsor’ 

 
Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor’ 
 

All sponsors will also be listed on our website after the BBQ, for the remainder of 2015. In order for us to be 
able to properly recognize all sponsors it is requested that any donation be made no later than August 2, 2015. 
Please complete the donor form enclosed. All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your time and 
consideration. 
Sincerely, 
 
Don Skroski      Fr. Randy Calvo 
Parish Committee Chairperson    Pastor 
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Holy Name of Jesus Parish · South Deerfield, MA 

Annual Chicken BBQ PARISHIONER Sponsor Form 
 

Please fill out and mail (to Holy Name of Jesus Church, 15 Thayer St., So. Deerfield, MA 01373) or 
drop off this form to the rectory, along with your check made payable to Holy Name of Jesus Church  

no later than August 2, 2015. 
 
 

Name __________________________________________________________________ 
 

Street __________________________________________________________________ 
 

City _________________________________________State________Zip ___________ 
 

Telephone _______________________________________________________________ 
 

Email __________________________________________________________________ 
 
 

Sponsorship Level (choose one): 
❍  Platinum PARISHIONER Sponsor - $500 donation 
❍  Gold PARISHIONER Sponsor - $250 donation 
❍  Silver PARISHIONER Sponsor - $100 donation 
❍  Bronze PARISHIONER Sponsor - $50 donation 
❍  Ribbon PARISHIONER Sponsor - $25 donation 

 
 

Sponsor’s Name 
Sponsors will be acknowledged, if they wish, on a display on the day of the BBQ and on our website. 

 
Please choose how you would like to be acknowledged: 

 
 

❍  My Name (your or your family’s name, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  In Honor Of (for deceased loved ones, print below how you would like it displayed): 
 

________________________________________________________________________ 
 

❍  Anonymous Donation (your name will not be printed) 
 
 

All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your support. 
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Eastern Diocese  
School of Christian Living Webinar 
- Christian education for the whole community - 

“A Year of Regeneration” 
Thursday, August 27th beginning at 7PM 

“Remembrance” 
A recorded interview with Fr. Sen. Fryderyk Banas, the last 

remaining clergyman who was taught by 
Bp. Francis Hodur 

"A Year of Regeneration - Into the Future" 
Fr. Robert Fredrickson on parish regeneration as we  

look to the future 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Future Directions Webinar 

“The Feast of Brotherly Love” 
Wednesday, September 9th at 7PM 

Offered by Prime Bishop Anthony Mikovsky 

= = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = = 

Log-in information will be shared with parishes closer to the dates of 
these events 

 


