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The CommunityÕs Authority
   The last article concluded with reference to Mk.
3:19b-35, which is an amazingly honest story
about “Jesus Christ, the Son of God.” (Mark 1:1)
Unflattering biblical stories are judged extremely
trustworthy because there is no reason to fabricate
them.  This pericope indicates Mary’s uneven
acceptance of Jesus’ identity, but it also speaks
dramatically of Mary as His mother.  She worries
about Jesus and is frightened for Him.  Mary, as
would any good mother, tries to protect her son.
   This reality of Mary’s relationship of faith to her
son and then her Easter conversion to a full faith
in Jesus as Christ may lie behind the later Evan-
gelist John’s story of her at the cross, the only
Gospel story of her presence at Golgotha.  The
“Behold your son,” “Behold your mother” lines
referring to the Beloved Disciple and Mary may
signify a post-Easter integration of Mary within
the group of Jesus’ closest followers.  Mary is not
separate or above the church; after the
resurrection, she becomes a part of it.
   The church is the Spirit-defined community of
faith.  It is the community that empowers and
sanctifies.  No one is above the community, not
even Mary who is remitted by Jesus into the care
of the Beloved Disciple.  We can’t imagine that
the Beloved Disciple and all that he may represent
supersede the authority of the community either.
In John’s Gospel, the Beloved Disciple may ac-
tually represent all believers.  If, however, he does
instead signify a particularly inspired mediator and
interpreter of Jesus’ message, then his example
still points to the authority of the community.
   This can be said based on the example of John’s
own disciple, St Ignatius of Antioch.  Garry Wills,
the Pulitzer Prize winning author and history
professor explains:  “What makes the bishop the
principal symbol of such oneness?  The fact that
they elected him.  The contemporary document,
Didache, the next-earliest text that speaks of
bishops’ authority, tells the community, ‘You
yourselves must lay hands on bishops and deacons
that are worthy of the Lord’ (15:1).  The Ignatian
bishop is usually called ‘monarchical’ because

Ignatius wants him to be the single leader at the
top of the community.  But that is a misnomer.  He
is a democratic leader chosen by the people.  All
his authority comes from that election by Christ’s
body.  Those who withdraw from the congregation
into faction are rejecting the people’s choice, the
authority of the body that chose the bishop.”
(Structures of Deceit:  Papal Sin, p. 161)
   Once again we come back to the recurring theme
of every Christian’s sensus fidei (“sense of faith”).
The grace of baptism initiates a person in the faith,
and also empowers that faith as a part of the auth-
ority of the community. The Spirit works through
the voice of the community; it is the community
that authenticates authority.  This same democratic
notion was “self-evident” to Thomas Jefferson
when he wrote the Declaration of Independence
232 years ago this month.  He writes:  “That to
secure these rights, governments are instituted
among men, deriving their just powers from the
consent of the governed.”  Or, as our country was
reborn during the Civil War, Lincoln proclaimed
the same sentiment at Gettysburg: “And that
government of the people, by the people, for the
people, shall not perish from the earth.”
   Bp. Hodur honoured Jefferson by dedicating St.
Stanislaus Church on July Fourth, and paid tribute
to Lincoln by depicting him in a stained-glass win-
dow of the Cathedral. Our church understands and
appreciates that her authority is founded upon the
legitimacy of the Spirit-inspired community.
   Our democracy functions as a means for God to
continually reveal Himself to us.  In 1988 Dr. Saul
Perlmutter was one of the discoverers of the com-
pletely unexpected “dark energy” that is forcing
the universe apart at increasing rates.  No one
knows what it is, but it has been measured with
increasing accuracy.  Dr. Perlmutter reported
recently that the analysis of 300 supernovas has
provided the best measurements of dark energy
available, and then he concluded by saying, “for at
least the next 15 minutes.” (NYT, 6/3/08, p. D4)
What if his faith in collective wisdom could be
appreciated in similar fashion by the church?  …
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS
MONTH OF JULY

July 1, 2008 – Bible study group will meet in the
  parish hall at 7:00pm.
July 3rd – Monthly visitations to the sick and the
  shut-in of the parish
July 4th – Independence Day Mass at 8:00am.
July 5th – Confession for the youth of the parish
  at 10:30am.
July 6th – PULPIT SWAP WEEKEND.  Fr. Sen.
  Soltysiak from Westfield will recite the 7:45am
  Polish Mass and celebrate the 9:00am English
  Mass.
July 8th – Monthly meeting of the Parish
  Committee at 7:00pm.
July 13th – Outdoor Bring a Friend Sunday Mass
  celebrated on the church grounds at 9:00am.
  Cathedral of the Pines diocesan Prayer Service
  at 3:30pm in Rindge, NH, followed by a meal
  at a local restaurant.
July 15th – Bible study group will meet in the
  parish hall at 7:00pm
July 17th – Bp. Leon Grochowski (2nd Prime
  Bishop of our church) Requiem Mass at 7:30am.
July 21st – National Youth Convocation at Roger
  Williams College in Rhode Island.  Fr. Calvo
  will return on the 25th.  In case of an emergency,
  Please contact Fr. Sen. Fryderyk Banas at
  413-967-5233.
July 28th – Fr. Calvo will be leaving on vacation
  and will return on the 30th.

*** ** * ** ***
   “We hold these truths to be self-evident, that all
men are created equal, that they are endowed by
their Creator with certain unalienable rights, that
among these are life, liberty and the pursuit of
happiness.  ” – Declaration of Independence
BIBLE STUDY GROUP
   Our ecumenical Bible study group is reading the
Gospel of St. Matthew.  This will probably take us
two years to complete.  If you would like to know
more about the life of Jesus through the eyes of
Matthew, you are invited to come and join our
group.  God still speaks to us today through His
written revelation, but too often we do not bother
to listen.  If you would like to change that, why
not sit in on a few of our classes.  The parish hall
is a relatively cool place, and a lot of people have
more time to spare in the slower months of
summer.  I hope you’ll think about giving Bible
study a try this summer.

INDEPENDENCE DAY
   Mass on the Fourth of July will be celebrated at
8:00am.  Bp. Hodur and the organizers of our
church took great pride in the freedoms the United
States granted them, freedoms they did not know
in their homeland.  Bp. Hodur realized that in
many countries our experiment as a free and
democratic Catholic alternative would not be
tolerated.  For these reasons the Fourth of July was
always treated with religious significance.  It was
truly believed as was written in the Declaration of
Independence that our country emerged under the
inspiration and guidance of “Nature’s God, [the]
Creator, the Supreme Judge, and Divine
Providence.”  With the same respect for our
country and reverence for our God, we begin our
Fourth of July with Mass.  I hope that you will
think about praying for our nation on this the
232nd anniversary of our independence.
PULPIT SWAP WEEKEND
   Once again this year Fr. Sen. Soltysiak and I will
swap churches.  Fr. Sen. Joe is a past pastor of
South Deerfield, and his parish of Westfield is my
home parish.  He will celebrate both Masses here,
and I will celebrate both of the Masses in
Westfield.  It is nice to share in Mass with a
different celebrate every once in a while and to
hear someone else’s take on the Word of God.
Please make Fr. Sen. Soltysiak welcome here at
Holy Name by making sure to be in church.
BRING A FRIEND OUTDOOR MASS
   Our outdoor Mass for July will be celebrated on
the 13th.  The Parish Mission Team also invites
you to participate in Bring a Friend Sunday on
this date.  There are not too many churches that go
outdoors to worship.  We thought the chance to sit
beneath our shady maple trees and worship in the
relaxed atmosphere of lawn chairs and summer
breezes would be the perfect backdrop to say to a
friend, a neighbour or a relative, “Why not come
with me to Mass outdoors this Sunday?”  What an
easy way to share our church with somebody new.
The Mission Team hopes that all of us will share
an invitation with at least one other person.
Thanks.
CATHEDRAL OF THE PINES
   The annual diocesan worship service at the
Cathedral of the Pines in Rindge, NH will begin at
3:30pm, not the usual 3:00pm, on Sunday the 13th.
After we pray together, we are invited to dine
together at the Cyprus Grove Restaurant just
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around the corner from the Cathedral.  All are
welcome and encouraged to join us at the
Cathedral of the Pines, but if you wish to join us
for our repast at the Cyprus Grove you will need
to sign-up by July 6th.  The cost of the meal is $10.
BP. GROCHOWSKI REQUIEM
   Bp. Francis Hodur, the organizer of our church
denomination, died on February 16, 1953.  His
successor as Prime Bishop of the church was the
bishop of the Western Diocese, Bp. Leon
Grochowski.  Bp. Grochowski had the unenviable
task to leading our church immediately following
the tenure of the charismatic founding bishop, Bp.
Hodur.  Bp. Grochowski served as Prime Bishop
until his death on July 17, 1969.  A Requiem Mass
for Bp. Grochowski will be offered on the
anniversary of his death at 7:30am.
NATIONAL YOUTH CONVOCATION
   Fr. Calvo and Shirley Mietlicki will serve as
chaperones at this summer’s Youth Convo.
Others attending from our parish are:  Amanda
Calvo, Kristin Calvo, Amy Hubbard and Emily
Sanderson.  Young people from throughout our
church gather every two years at these events.
This year’s Convo is hosted by our Eastern
Diocese, and will take place in Rhode Island.
Please keep us all in your prayers for safe travel
and for a meaningful, inspiring gathering.
DIOCESAN YOUTH RETREAT
   Our diocesan Youth Retreat will take place
from August 17 -21, and will again be held at 4-H
Camp Howe in Goshen.  The cost is $110 for
those registering by July 1st.  After this date a $25
late fee will be added.  The theme of the Retreat is
7 Is Word, and will concentrate on the seven
sacraments of the church in anticipation of the
100th anniversary of the Sacrament of the Word of
God Heard and Preached.
   Registration and health forms for the Retreat are
available through the rectory if you have not yet
received them.  For those wishing to attend for just
one day to see what Retreats are like the cost is
$25 and the day is Tuesday the 19th.
PLEASE REMEMBER
   Our parish is a monthly contributor to St. JudeÕs
ChildrenÕs Research Hospital.  A bulletin board
in the parish hall is full of the pictures and stories
of some of the children we have helped.  If you
would like to make a contribution to this cause,
please mark your check clearly for this purpose –
And thank you.

   Also, our parish website  is performing a
necessary function in our internet savvy world.  It
lets others know about us and the events taking
place here, and it helps to keep our own members
informed as well.  Take a visit if you have not
recently.  If you would like to become a site
sponsor for any given month, please speak with
Lynnette Poe or call the rectory for details.
CHICKEN BARBECUE
   Barbecue dinner and raffle tickets have been
distributed at church and mailed to others.  We
hope that you will support this important parish
fundraiser.  We are trying something new this
year, as you hopefully already know.  We have
hired the Dennis Polisky and the Maestro’s Men Band
(http://www.maestrosmen.com/index.html) to play
from 1:00 – 4:00pm.  We have also arranged to
have beer and wine for sale.  Hamburgers, hot
dogs and kielbasa sandwiches will be available for
purchase, as well.  The barbecue will be held at
the Hatfield Lion’s Club pavilion.  We hope that
you will invite others to come with you to this fun
afternoon.  And as you can imagine, there are a lot
more jobs to be done now that we have expanded
our barbecue like this.  If you can help in any way,
and we do need extra volunteers, please don’t
hesitate to contact Don Skroski (665-3435) or the
rectory.
   Due to our limited time at the microphone
because of the band, we have had to condense our
barbecue raffle.  Rather than having 100+ prizes,
we are combining prizes into gift baskets.  We
have several gift basket ideas planned.  We are
looking for parishioners to donate the various
items placed in those baskets.  A sign-up sheet is
available at the church.  If you would like to
donate a complete basket on your own, that is
welcomed as well.
   If you can help defray our costs by donating
some of the charcoal we will need, it would be
appreciated.  Bags may be brought to the church
for storage at your convenience – and thank you.
   With all of this going on at this year’s Barbecue,
we all hope that you will keep the first Sunday of
August open, and tell others about it too.

----------------------------

   If someone you know needs a hospital visit, please
notify the rectory.
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HOLY NAME OF JESUS PARISH
OF THE NATIONAL CATHOLIC CHURCH
15 Thayer Street
South Deerfield, MA 01373
413-665-2129
www.holynamedeerfield.org
Rev. Randolph Calvo, Pastor

Dear Parishioner,

We are writing to you in regard to our Annual Chicken BBQ. This great event, fundraiser and
time of fellowship has been part of our parish for over 50 years now.

This year the BBQ will be held on Sunday, August 3, 2008 at the Hatfield Lions Pavilion in
Hatfield, MA. In addition to the great food, fellowship and raffle, we are very excited to
announce that this year we will provide music and dancing from the very popular polka band
Dennis Polisky & The Maestro’s Men. Beer and wine will also be offered this year. Our huge
raffle will offer a variety of enticing gift baskets and more.

In the past few years of this fundraiser we have served our delicious chicken BBQ dinners to
roughly 300 people. This year we are hoping to attract over 450 people, both for the food and the
entertainment.

This event is a crucial fundraiser for Holy Name of Jesus Church. Being a non-profit
organization, our fundraisers are necessary to support our parish. We are asking our parishioners
for their support of this important event.

Please consider becoming one of our parishioner sponsors in any of the following levels. (You
may do so in your name or also in honor of passed loved ones):

Platinum Parishioner Sponsor - $500 donation
- Prominent placement of name on advertising posters and ads
- Prominent placement of name on church’s homepage website, with option for a link to

sponsor’s charity of choice, through December 31, 2008 under ‘Platinum Parishioner
Sponsor’

- Prominent placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Platinum Parishioner
Sponsor’

- Four BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($60 value)
- Four raffle ticket books for the day of the event (24 tickets, $20 value)
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Gold Parishioner Sponsor - $250 donation
- Placement of name on advertising posters
- Placement of name on church website through December 31, 2008 under ‘Gold

Parishioner Sponsor’
- Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Gold Parishioner Sponsor’
- Two BBQ dinner tickets for the day of the event ($30 value)
- Two raffle ticket books for the day of the event (12 tickets, $10 value)

Silver Parishioner Sponsor - $100 donation
- Placement of name on church website through December 31, 2008 under ‘Silver

Parishioner Sponsor’
- Placement of business name on-site the day of the event under ‘Silver Parishioner

Sponsor’

Bronze Parishioner Sponsor - $50 donation
- Placement of name on church website through December 31, 2008 under ‘Bronze

Parishioner Sponsor’
- Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Bronze Parishioner Sponsor’

Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor - $25 donation
- Placement of name on church website through October 31, 2008 under ‘Ribbon

Parishioner Sponsor’
- Placement of name on-site the day of the event under ‘Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor’

In order for us to be able to properly recognize all sponsors it is requested that any donation be
made no later than July 1, 2008. A donor form is enclosed.

All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your time and consideration.

Sincerely,

Don Skroski Fr. Randy Calvo
Parish Committee Chairperson Pastor
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Holy Name of Jesus Parish á South Deerfield, MA

Annual Chicken BBQ Parishioner Sponsor Form

Please fill out and mail (to Holy Name of Jesus Church, 15 Thayer St., So. Deerfield, MA
01373) or drop off this form to the rectory, along with your check made payable to Holy Name of
Jesus Church no later than July 1, 2008.

Name __________________________________________________________________

Street __________________________________________________________________

City _________________________________________State________Zip ___________

Telephone _______________________________________________________________

Email __________________________________________________________________

Sponsorship Level (choose one):
❍  Platinum Parishioner Sponsor - $500 donation
❍  Gold Parishioner Sponsor - $250 donation
❍  Silver Parishioner Sponsor - $100 donation
❍  Bronze Parishioner Sponsor - $50 donation
❍  Ribbon Parishioner Sponsor - $25 donation

SponsorÕs Name
Sponsors will be acknowledged, if they wish and depending on their sponsorship level, in such
ways as a display on the day of the BBQ, and on the church’s website.
Please choose how you would like to be acknowledged:

❍  My Name (your or your family’s name, print below how you would like it displayed):

________________________________________________________________________

❍  In Honor Of (for deceased loved ones, print below how you would like it displayed):

________________________________________________________________________

❍  Anonymous Donation (your name will not be printed)

All of us at Holy Name of Jesus sincerely thank you for your support.


