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The Skeptical Bible Reader - XIII
      On Epiphany, January 6th, the church will 
celebrate Matthew’s Christmas story.  There 
are no shepherds and angelic chorus in Mat-
thew, as there are in Luke, and there is also no 
manger.  Matthew 2:11 is explicit.  The Magi 
visit Jesus in His home.  Some people would 
like to reconcile this story with Luke’s account 
of the manger by saying that the Magi arrived 
later and that the Holy Family had found more 
permanent lodging in Bethlehem.  But this con-
tortion has too many obstacles to ignore, and 
they are based on the Evangelists’ different 
over-arching perspectives. 
   Matthew is very concerned about Jesus ful-
filling the Old Testament prophecies, and he 
notes this several times in his birth account.  
Luke says not a word about such matters.  Both 
concur with the idea of Mary’s virgin birth, that 
the birth took place in Bethlehem and that there 
is a connection with Nazareth, but that is where 
the similarities end.   
   Luke begins by telling his audience that Mary 
and Elizabeth, the mother of John the Baptist, 
are related.  Amazingly, once Mary is told of 
her pregnancy she seeks out Elizabeth and 
seemingly travels alone from Galilee to the 
precincts of Jerusalem to do so, which is a 
journey of about 100 miles or about a five-day 
walk.  Both Elizabeth and John, in utero, 
recognize Mary immediately as “the mother of 
my Lord.”  Then after this visit Mary turns 
around and goes back to Nazareth.  At the end 
of Mary’s pregnancy, she is forced to journey 
back to Judea once again.  Jesus is born in 
Bethlehem because of a Roman edict about a 
census that forces a mass migration to each 
family’s ancestral home town. There is no such 
record of such a worldwide census and Roman 
records are abundant.  And it strains logic to 
imagine that everyone in the Empire would be 
forced to travel back to an ancestral home.  
David lived a thousand years before Joseph!  
Could such a migration even be imagined? 

   Matthew has no such Nazareth story.  Mary 
and Joseph do not need to travel to Bethlehem 
because of a Roman census; they live there, 
hence the house rather than the temporary 
abode of the manger.  [Therefore, after retur-
ning from Egypt they seek to reestablish them-
selves in their hometown of Bethlehem.]  As 
credulous as we would have to be to accept the 
Lucan census, we have to struggle with equal 
difficulty to imagine how a star in the sky can 
lead travelers from far off lands to a particular 
house in a crowded village, and how such a 
light would then be kept secret from Herod.  
And for as complicated as it was for Luke to 
get Mary from Nazareth to Bethlehem, it is 
equally complicated in reverse for Matthew to 
then get Mary from Bethlehem to Nazareth.  It 
involves a massacre of children, a flight into 
Egypt and eventually a wandering into Galilee 
(All in Matthew 2 and not coincidently in ful-
fillment of Old Testament prophecies). 
   Additionally, Luke indicates that the Holy 
Family returns to their hometown of Nazareth 
shortly after the 40th day after Jesus’ birth 
(2:39).  In Matthew’s account of the massacre 
for the children, there is a two-year time 
reference (2:16).  This indicates a much longer 
interval than in Luke, and this does not even 
include the time of refuge in Egypt. 
   Obviously, these are two separate accounts of 
Jesus’ birth.  They are created not as history, 
but as theology.  They testify to God’s particu-
lar concern with this event. They create narra-
tives that tie together the Messianic expectation 
of an heir to David, hence Bethlehem – David’s 
city, with the historical fact that this Messiah is 
in actuality Jesus of Nazareth.  That birth narra-
tives were not a part of the original gospel 
proclamation are seen in their absence in Mark, 
the oldest Gospel.  These are later additions to 
later Gospels.  Their truth is in their shared 
message about the special status of this child 
who brings the fullness of God into our world.   
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

January 1, 2017 – Feast of the Circumcision.   
  Mass at 9:00am. 
January 6th – Monthly visitations to the sick 

and the shut-in of the parish. 
   Feast of Epiphany.  Mass at 6PM with the 

blessing of incense, chalk and water. 
January 7th – Confession for the youth of the 

parish at 10:30am. 
   YMSofR Men’s Club annual meeting at 

5:30pm at Johnny’s Tavern 
January 8th – Annual meeting of the Adoration 

Society at 10:00am. 
January 9th – Annual Epiphany visitations to 

the homes of all parishioners begins today. 
January 10th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 

Committee at 7:00pm. 
January 15th – Monthly meeting of Women’s 

Ordination Now at 10:00am. 
January 22nd – Volunteers will remove the 

Christmas decorations from the church at 
10:00am. 

January 29th – Music Scholarship Sunday.  
Special collection accepted after Mass. 

*** ** * ** *** 
   “Those of us who shout the loudest about 
Americanism … are all too frequently those 
who … ignore some of the basic principles of 
Americanism – the right to criticize, the right to 
hold unpopular beliefs, the right to protest, the 
right of independent thought.”  - Margaret 
Chase Smith, Republican US Representative, 
then US Senator from Maine. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS 
   The annual meeting of the Adoration Society 
will take place on Sunday, January 8th.  This 
was the first organization formed in our church 
denomination.  The church emerged in March 
1897; the Adoration Society was organized in 
April 1897.  If any of the women of our church 
who are not yet members of this sodality would 
like to join the Adoration Society, they are 
encouraged to attend the annual meeting. 
   The YMSofR Men’s Club was organized in 
1914.  The annual meeting of the parish branch 
will be held on Saturday evening, January 7th.  

This is an evening that allows the members to 
enjoy each other’s company and to also plan 
our schedule for the New Year.  If any of the 
men of our parish would like to become 
involved in this organization, you are invited to 
attend our annual meeting dinner.  Please 
contact the rectory if you are interested. 
FCAT TAPING 
   Every weekend our Mass is videotaped and 
then aired on a one week delay on Frontier 
Cable Access Television Channel 12.  It may 
be watched on Sundays at 9AM and 9PM.  
They may also be seen on your computer at this 
link: https://www.youtube.com/user/FCATMedia/videos.  
Currently, Marc Laurens, Bill Girardi and EJ 
Lafleur are taping for us.  We could definitely 
use a couple more volunteers.  If you would be 
willing to help in this way, please speak to Fr. 
Calvo, and thank you. 
LAY READERS 
   The Lesson of the Mass is read on Sundays 
by lay readers from the congregation.  At 
present, there are eleven people who serve in 
this way.  If you would like to become a lay 
reader, please contact Fr. Calvo.  It would 
involve reading about once every three months. 
MONTHLY VISITATIONS 
   On the first Friday of the month, I make my 
monthly visitations to the sick and the shut-in 
of the parish.  I bring them Communion and we 
share in conversation.  If you are no longer able 
to get to church, I would be only too happy to 
bring church to you.  Please give the rectory a 
call and your name will be added to the visita-
tion list. 
FEAST OF THE CIRCUMCISION 
   January 1st is the eighth day after the birth of 
Jesus.  According to the Jewish tradition that 
the Holy Family would have observed, Jesus 
would have been circumcised on this day and 
received His name.  This is the name-day cel-
ebration of our local parish.  This year this feast 
day falls on a Sunday so I hope many more 
than the usual will join me at Mass.  I think it is 
significant that anyone’s first act of a new year 
would be to give it to God.  It sets us off on our 
journey into 2017 in the right direction. 
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FEAST OF EPIPHANY 
   According to tradition, and switching gears 
from the Lucan Christmas story to that of Mat-
thew, on the twelfth day after Christmas the 
church celebrates the arrival of the Magi in 
Bethlehem with their gifts of gold, frankincense 
and myrrh.  The gold reveals the royalty of 
Jesus as the son of King David.  The frankin-
cense speaks to us of the divinity of Jesus as 
the Son of God.  And the myrrh anticipates the 
burial spice used after Jesus’ death as the Son 
of Man.  Mass on this day will be celebrated at 
7:00pm.  Part of this day’s liturgy is the bles-
sing of incense, chalk and water.  The incense 
represents the gifts of the Magi, and the chalk 
and water will be used in my Epiphany home 
visitations. 
EPIPHANY HOME VISITATIONS 
   My visitations to the homes of all 
parishioners will begin on Monday, January 9th.  
The planned schedule of the areas I will be 
visiting will be printed in the Weekly Bulletin.  
The Epiphany visits to the homes repeat the 
Epiphany visitation of the Magi to the home 
(Matthew 2:11) of the Holy Family in 
Bethlehem.  They brought gifts to the Child 
Saviour.  The church brings her gift of a 
blessing for the New Year.   
   When I come to your homes for the blessing, 
please turn off radios, televisions and scanners.  
If you have a crucifix and a blessed candle 
from Candlemas, they may be set out in the 
room where the blessing will take place.  If you 
would like to have your doorpost marked with 
chalk (K+M+B), please let me know.  This is a 
beautiful tradition of the church that allows me 
as pastor to spend some time with each family 
in the privacy of your homes.  If you have 
questions or concerns, this is the time to share.  
Thank you for being flexible because I cannot 
plan exactly when I will be at anyone’s house. 
MUSIC SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 
On the last Sunday of January we will observe 
Music Scholarship Sunday.  All of the parishes 
of our denomination are asked to accept a spec-
ial donation on this Sunday for the benefit of 
the National United Choir’s Music Scholarship 

program.  Our contributions allow this church 
organization to award scholarships to deserving 
church musicians so that they may continue 
their musical training.  If any of our parish-
ioners are interested in applying for a scholar-
ship, contact Fr. Calvo for more information. 
PORTABLE DEFIBRILLATOR  
   The Parish Committee will purchase a por-
table defibrillator for the church.  The unit re-
quires no training to be used and the one using 
it is covered under the Good Samaritan laws for 
liability and also by our church insurance 
policy.  We thank everyone who donated. 
SPOJNIA STIPENDS 
   Now is the time for all students who are pur-
suing an undergraduate degree or a post-secon-
dary certificate to apply for the PNU stipend.  
The criteria for the stipend application is as 
follows: a student currently enrolled in a col-
lege or university, part-time or full-time; a 
member of the PNU having a life insurance 
policy – current paying, single premium, or 
fully paid-up and in good standing for at least 5 
years; current enrollment academic year 
(2016/2017).  This is a great opportunity for 
our families and students to research and 
review the benefits of being a member within 
the PNU and see what this commission repre-
sents so they can become the future leaders 
within our church community! The Education 
and Youth Stipend Application form can be 
downloaded from the PNU website, www.pnu.org.  
All completed applications must be returned by 
April 15th to: PNU c/o Education and Youth 
Commission - Attn: Mary Ann Stankowski, 
1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pa 18505.  
Any questions or concerns, please direct to 
Mary Ann Stankowski, EYC@pnu.org.  
SHRINER’S HOSPITAL 
   The Central Seniorate parishes are collecting 
aluminum can tabs.  These will be turned over 
the Shriner’s Hospital for Children in Spring-
field as part of one of their fundraising events.  
A collection jug has been placed in the church  
vestibule for your donations.   

   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory.
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Sunday, February 5th 
Super Bowl Sunday 

 

   In 2016 this nationwide effort raised 
about ten and a half million dollars and 
100% of it was donated to help people in 
need! 
 

   We will have a collection box located in 
the church vestibule throughout January 
for your non-perishable food donations.  
Monetary contributions are also very 
much appreciated.  The collection will 
conclude on Super Bowl Sunday. 
 
   Our collection will benefit the Franklin 
County Survival Center. 
 

Thank you for being as generous as 
possible. 

 
https://souperbowl.org/collections/view/300628 


