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Confession of Faith at 100 - Part XII
   We have now passed through the centennial 
anniversary year of the Confession of Faith, but 
we have not yet completed our discussion of its 
twelve tenets – but we are almost there.  The 
Confession started with an exposition of Father, 
Son and Holy Spirit. Bp. Hodur then proceeded 
onto the topic of grace, the vehicle by which 
God stays active in our lives.  Church next 
appears as the vehicle of Christ’s corporate 
action in us and our world, which then leads to 
our responsibility to be active members of the 
church.  Stepping beyond the doors of the 
church, the Confession then addresses our 
Christian responsibility of fostering social 
justice in the world because as we discussed 
last month all people are sacred to God and all 
people in turn have a sacred obligation to God.  
The last two tenets advance to a discussion of 
God’s promise of immortality, which is where 
we now pick-up Tenets Eleven and Twelve. 
   In these final two tenets dealing with our 
church’s teaching about salvation, Hodur jux-
taposes the subjects of the nature of God and 
the condition of our human souls.  It is the 
interplay between these two themes that define 
our expectations of eternal life.  We teach that 
there is punishment for sins after death.  This 
reflects the importance of the choices we make 
in life.  God rewards the good and punishes the 
evil, which is the second of the Six Truths of 
Faith as listed in our catechism.  However, we 
profess that God’s punishment is remedial not 
vengeful.  As such, it must serve a reforming 
purpose.  The punishment is analogous to a 
parent’s action. 
   This insistence upon professing a remedial 
punishment is based on the nature of God.  If 
we attribute to God the idea of eternal punish-
ment, this entails the sadistic abuse of a person 
who has no hopes of forgiveness.  Eternity 
means everlasting.  Clark Pinnock was a pro-
vocative theology professor and author who 
argued that eternal punishment is “more nearly 

like Satan than like God.”  Many Americans 
were offended by the recently released Con-
gressional report about the CIA’s use of torture 
after 9-11.  The purported torture sometimes 
lasted days or weeks.  This pales in comparison 
to the theology of eternal damnation that God 
would allow for an unending torture of souls in 
hell.  This we cannot accept. 
   We proclaim a universal salvation that is fun-
damentally and primarily based on the nature of 
God.  26 years ago God’s Field printed a Letter 
to the Editor that I had submitted arguing this 
point.  The reason I mention this is that I re-
ceived encouraging letters of support from Fr. 
Sens. Louis Orzech and Jan Chwiej –  priests 
instructed personally by Bp. Hodur. Addition-
ally, if I remember correctly, Fr. Joseph Klim-
czak once shared with me an instruction book-
let he prepared entitled Bp. Francis Hodur and 
His Teachings (1969).  Let me quote:  “Bishop 
Hodur forsook the overbearing emphasis of 
God’s appalling and terrible wrath and awful 
judgment and presented the long neglected at-
tributes of God’s fatherly love, forgiveness and 
mercy. … The thought of unending torture is 
revolting to any sensitive mind. It denies any 
consummation, any complete victory, and any 
real happiness for God or Jesus. … It was be-
cause he knew Jesus and the New Testament 
that Bishop Hodur discarded those barbarous, 
primitive and medieval ideas of an everlasting 
hell.” (pgs. 4-5)  Fr. Sen. John Urban wrote in 
Norwich’s parish bulletin on the Feast of the 
Institution 1996 about our rejection of eternal 
damnation.  He felt that this particular topic 
needed special mention as the church celeb-
rated her founding.  These were all men dedica-
ted to this church and her teachings.  These are 
men for whom I have a great deal of respect. 
   Next month I plan to continue this discussion 
by referring to the first bishops Consecrated by 
Bp. Hodur.  Their action addresses the conun-
drum of universal salvation and human free 
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will because some argue God sentences no one 
to hell, but some choose not-God for eternity. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF JANUARY 

January 1, 2015 – Feast of the Circumcision.  
Mass of the day at 9:00am. 

January 2nd – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish 

January 3rd – Diocesan Winter Youth Gathering 
in Webster, MA beginning at 10:15am. 

January 4th – ANNUAL meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

January 6th – FEAST OF EPIPHANY.  Mass of 
the day at 7:00pm with the blessing of 
incense, chalk and water. 

January 7th – Epiphany home visitations begin 
today and continue throughout the month 

January 10th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish (Please note special week). 

   ANNUAL meeting of the YMSofR Men’s 
Group at Fitzwilly’s Restaurant at 6PM. 

January 11th – Women’s Ordination Now 
meeting at 10:00am. 

January 13th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

January 18th – Volunteers needed at 10:00am to 
help take down the church Christmas 
decorations. 

January 25th – Music Scholarship Sunday.  A 
special collection will be accepted for the 
National United Choir’s Music Scholarship 
Fund. 

* ** *** ** * 
   For the New Year:  “Lord, we know what we 
are, but know not what we may be.” – William 
Shakespeare’s Hamlet, Act 4, Scene 5 
ANNUAL ANNOUNCEMENTS 
   We tape our Sunday Masses for broadcast on 
FCAT – Frontier Cable Access Television.  
The Christmas Eve Mass marked our 250th 
episode!  The Mass is televised on Channel 12 
in Conway, Deerfield, Sunderland and Whately 
on Sundays at 9AM and 9PM and intermittent-
ly during the week.  The Masses may also be 
viewed anywhere at any time by visiting 
www.fcat.tv.  Once there “Video Category” is 
on the right side of the screen, select “Holy 
Name of Jesus,” and choose from the archived 
videos.  To make this possible requires volun-

teers from the parish to tape the Masses.  Cur-
rently Marc Laurens, Bill Girardi, Jeremy 
Farrick and Tristen Orloski are handling this 
task. We could use more help. It only takes a 
few moments to learn how to operate the equip-
ment.  If you may be willing to help videotape 
our Masses, please speak to Fr. Calvo. 
   If you are unable to attend Mass for health 
reasons and would like Fr. Calvo to come to 
you each month with Holy Communion, please 
notify the rectory.  Visitations are made during 
the week of the first Friday of each month. 
   We currently have eight lay readers at the 
parish. These are the men and women who read 
the Lesson at Sunday morning Masses.  If you 
would like to become a lay reader, please speak 
to Fr. Calvo at your convenience. 
NEW YEAR’S DAY 
   New Year’s Day marks the eighth day after 
the birth of Jesus.  According to Jewish custom, 
this would have been the day on which Jesus 
received His name.  This is also our parish’s 
name day.  I hope you will choose to begin 
2015 by joining me at Mass.  An old New 
England and Scottish word is first-footer.  It is 
the traditional word that refers to the first per-
son to enter a home on New Year’s Day.  It 
speaks of friendship and love as people visit the 
ones they care about on New Year’s Day.  
Wouldn’t it be a wonderful message if we were 
first-footers in Jesus’ home as 2015 begins?  
WINTER YOUTH GATHERING 
   The diocesan youth are invited to gather in 
Webster, MA on Saturday, January 3rd.  We 
will celebrate Mass with Bp. Sobiechowski, be 
treated to pizza and then bowling.  This prac-
tice started as an idea of Holy Name’s youth.  
They wanted to see friends made at Retreats 
more than once a year.  I hope you will choose 
to join us for this fun day together. 
FEAST OF EPIPHANY 
   According to church tradition, the Magi 
arrived in Bethlehem on the twelfth day after 
Christmas, or January 6th.  They came bearing 
gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.  The 
gold symbolizes Jesus’ royalty as Son of 
David, the incense His divinity as Son of God, 
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and the myrrh His mortality as the Son of Man.  
Incense will be blessed during the liturgy to 
symbolize these gifts.  Also, chalk and water 
will be blessed, and these will be used in the 
blessing of the houses during the Season of 
Epiphany.  This tradition reaches back to the 
biblical message that the Magi visited Jesus in 
His house.  I invite you to join me at Mass on 
this day as we continue to celebrate the mystery 
of Christmas.  The world outside of the church 
may already have forgotten about Christmas by 
this time, but we continue to rejoice in Jesus’ 
birth as one among us. 
EPIPHANY HOME VISITATIONS 
   As mentioned above, the Magi bring their 
gifts to the house of Jesus (Matthew 2:11).  
Now the church brings her gift of blessing to 
the homes of her parishioners.  My schedule of 
visits will appear in the Weekly Bulletin. When 
I visit your home, please turn off radios, tele-
visions and scanners.  If you have a crucifix, it 
may be displayed in the room where the bles-
sing takes place.  If you have a blessed candle 
from Candlemas, it may be lit.  If you would 
like, I will mark your doorpost with the initials 
of the Magi and the year, thus the blessed chalk 
from Epiphany’s Mass.  This is a wonderful 
opportunity to meet and speak informally.  If 
you have any questions or concerns, this is the 
time to mention them in the privacy of your 
homes. I look forward to sharing time with you. 
SCHOLARSHIP SUNDAY 
   At the end of January the church asks that we 
accept a special collection for the National 
United Choir’s Music Scholarship Fund.  These 
donations then allow that organization to award 
scholarships to church musicians so that they 
may continue their musical training, with the 
hope that they will then share their gift with the 
church.  If you are taking music lessons and 
would like to apply for a scholarship, please 
check the Weekly Bulletin for more informa-
tion once it is made available.   
CHURCH FURNACE / RECTORY KITCHEN 
   The Church Furnace / Rectory Kitchen 
Fundraising Committee is administering a raf-
fle that will run until the Easter Food Sale. First 

prize is a 5x7 handmade braided rug made by 
Pauline Polczwartek. Second prize is a hand-
made quilt by Maryanna Foster.  Third prize 
is a three piece handmade tote, hand bag and 
clutch.  Tickets are $1 each or 6 for$5. 
ANNUAL MEETINGS 
   The Adoration Society will conduct its an-
nual meeting on Sunday, January 4th.  An 
election of officers will be held.  The Adoration 
Society is the women’s organization of the par-
ish.  The group was started when our church 
denomination was only one month old.  Since 
1897, it has prepared the sanctuary of churches 
for the liturgy, and her members have signaled 
the presence of Christ on the church’s altars by 
holding lit candles in the front pews of the 
church.  The ANS is one of the hardest working 
groups in our parish. If you would like more in-
formation about the sodality, please attend their 
annual meeting on the fourth. 
   The YMSofR Men’s group was organized 
by Bp. Hodur in 1914.  The group is just begin-
ning its second century.  Our parish’s branch is 
meeting light.  We see our purpose as bringing 
the men of the parish closer together and to also 
help through the work of our members.  If you 
would like to learn more about the group, you 
are invited to join us as we hold our annual 
meeting at Fitzwilly’s Restaurant in Northamp-
ton on January 10th. If you would like to attend, 
please contact Fr. Calvo.  We would love to 
have more of the men of our parish within our 
ranks especially since we will be hosting the 
National YMSofR Convention in October.  We 
will talk more about the Convention on the 10th 
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   A group of women and men from the parish, 
impatient with waiting for the church to begin a 
serious and open dialogue on the Ordination of 
women priests in our church, is meeting on a 
monthly basis after Sunday Mass.  A website 
(http://womenpriests.pbworks.com) has been created. 
It allows us to share information among our-
selves and also beyond Holy Name.  If you 
wish more information, please contact Theresa   
Billiel, attend our next   meeting on January 
11th after Mass, or visit the website. 


