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The Skeptical Bible Reader - XIV
   Last month we spoke about the discrepancies 
between Matthew’s and Luke’s Christmas ac-
counts.  This month, continuing with the story 
of Jesus’ birth, let us take a brief look at Luke’s 
account of Jesus’ presentation in the Temple.    
   February 2nd marks the 40th day after Christ-
mas and thus the formal end of the church’s 
celebration of the Nativity.  This gets a little 
clouded for a couple of reasons.  First is the 
calendar.  Christmas is a set date, but the date 
of Easter moves according to a lunar cycle.  
This means the Season of Epiphany varies in 
length.  Sometimes the next Season of Pre-Lent 
begins before February 2nd and cuts into the 
celebration of Jesus’ birth, but that is not the 
case this year. 
   Second, the New Testament account of this 
feast day is botched.  Matthew is the Evangelist 
most concerned with Jewish religious prece-
dent, but his Christmas story begins long after 
the 40th day following Jesus’ birth.  Luke tries, 
but he is a Gentile and not overly familiar with 
Jewish customs.  Accordingly, he conflates two 
separate traditions that themselves are 
complicated. 
   Luke references the commandment concer-
ning firstborn males (2:23).  The tradition be-
gins at Exodus 13 where such livestock are sac-
rificed to God and where the human child must 
be redeemed, that is a suitable offering must be 
made to God in place of the child’s life.  This is 
an ancient commandment. Its harshness is mod-
erated in Number 3 when God accepts the en-
tire tribe of Levi as a replacement for the first-
born male child.  By the time these traditions 
are retold in the more settled conditions leading 
to Deuteronomy, the human component is 
completely ignored (15:19+). 
   The 40th day after birth, however, is not about 
the firstborn male.  It is about the ritual purifi-
cation of the mother.  Luke’s quote at 2:24 is 
taken from Leviticus 12:8. The mother is 
judged ritually unclean for 40 days after the 
birth of a male child.  At the end of this period 
her purification is complete (Lev. 12:6).  She 

must then present a “sin offering” and “the 
priest shall make atonement on her behalf, and 
she shall be clean.”  (12:6)  Luke presents the 
tradition incorrectly when he says “their purifi-
cation.” (2:22)  The offering is only for Mary. 
   The Priestly authors of the Leviticus regula-
tions maintained a special concern for the pur-
ity of the Tabernacle/Temple and the people of 
God.  This was especially manifest in the rules 
governing women.  Everett Fox writes in his 
commentary on these passages:  “As a male 
hierarchy, the priests viewed women, with their 
closer connections to the life process (and may-
be also to previous forms of paganism in the 
form of goddess worship), as potentially dan-
gerous, or at least problematic, to their system 
of purity.  The seeming ‘disorder’ of women’s 
discharges (perhaps representing ‘nature’) 
threatened the imposition of order (‘culture’) 
that is so central to priestly thinking.  But as a 
group concerned with the perpetuation of both 
the priestly class and the people of Israel, the 
priestly class could not do without women al-
together, and the inescapable conclusion was 
strict regulation.” (The Five Books of Moses, 
1995, p.556) 
   This primitive thinking that equates the or-
derly process of procreation with “disorder” 
springs from ignorance and chauvinism.  The 
priests did not understand the biology and im-
posed their moral stricture anyway so that 
women would be judged “unclean” and their 
male dominance viewed as sanctioned by God.  
Luke, possibly subconsciously, could not con-
done this contrivance when he told the story of 
mother Mary.  Therefore, both mother and holy 
child are presented for purification.  What is 
foisted upon the woman must be attributed to 
her son as well.  This connection presents obvi-
ous conundrums and forces the skeptical 
reader, and the church, to reevaluate such theo-
logical pronouncements based on a less biased, 
physiological opinion of God’s “natural” order. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

February 2, 2017 – Feast of the Presentation.  
Mass and blessing of candles at 7:00pm. 

February 3rd – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

February 4th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

February 5th – Souper Bowl of Caring Sunday. 
   Monthly meeting of the Adoration Society at 

10:00am. 
February 12th – First Sunday of Pre-Lent. 
February 14th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 

Committee at 7:00pm. 
February 16th – Requiem Mass for Bp. Francis 

Hodur on the anniversary of his death (1953) 
at 7:00pm. 

February 19th – Monthly meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 10:00am. 

*** ** * ** *** 
   “Prejudice is a raft onto which the 
shipwrecked-mind clambers and paddles to 
safety.”  - Ben Hecht, American author. 
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
   As discussed in the article above, the Feast of 
the Presentation falls on the 40th and final day 
of the church’s celebration of the Nativity.  
According to Luke, when Jesus is brought to 
the Temple in Jerusalem, Simeon revealed that 
the Holy Child would be “‘a light for revelation 
to the Gentiles and for glory to your people 
Israel.’” (2:32)  To symbolize this prophecy, 
the church blesses candles for her own use, and 
the faithful are encouraged to bring their own 
candles to church on this day for the blessing.  
Candles represent the light of Christ.  This is 
true as they burn in the church’s sanctuary, and 
this is true when the blessed candles burn in 
your own homes.  They may be lit and dis-
played in your homes at any religiously 
significant time.  You are invited to join the 
faithful at Mass on this holy day. 
SEASON OF PRE-LENT 
   As also mentioned in the article above, the 
Season of Pre-Lent approaches.  This is the 
brief transitional season in the church that 
transports us from the joys of the Christmas/ 

Epiphany Season to the solemnity of Great 
Lent.  During this three-Sunday season, the 
church begins to introduce Lenten themes and 
practices, and this season serves as the remote 
preparations for Holy Week and Easter. 
BP. HODUR REQUIEM 
   Bp. Francis Hodur, our founding bishop, was 
born on April 1, 1866.  He was Ordained a 
Roman Catholic priest in Scranton, Pennsyl-
vania in 1893.  Four years later he accepted the 
call of a fledgling congregation that was buck-
ing institutional formalities by building their 
own church.  He was only 30 years old.  He 
worked tirelessly to help build this church of 
ours.  It was his intellect, faith and vision that 
guided our formation as a progressive, demo-
cratic Catholic alternative.  He was the pastor 
of a sizeable congregation with all that this 
entailed; he fostered the orderly expansion of 
our denomination to areas throughout the 
country and even back to Europe; he wrote 
liturgies, tracts and hymns; and  he defined a 
new, progressive theological course. His energy 
was boundless and his intelligence since 
unmatched.  This humble priest who shied 
away from titles and regalia served our church 
until the moment he died on February 16, 1953.  
We gather annually on this date to remember 
our first bishop in prayer.  I hope you will join 
me at Mass on this solemn day. 
FUEL FUND COLLECTION 
   During the month of February, we accept 
your special donations for the Fuel Fund of the 
parish.  These donations help us to defray the 
cost of heating the church, parish hall and 
rectory.  Your donations may be mailed to the 
rectory or placed in the Sunday collection 
basket as clearly marked for this purpose.  Your 
generosity is both needed and appreciated. 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING 
   This is a nationwide food drive organized by 
people of faith who are fulfilling the gospel 
command to care for each other, especially the 
less fortunate:  “‘“I was hungry and you gave 
me food, I was thirsty and you gave me some-
thing to drink, I was a stranger and you wel-
comed me, I was naked and you gave me 



 3 

clothing, I was sick and you took care of me, I 
was in prison and you visited me.”  Then the 
righteous will answer him, “Lord, when…?” 
“Just as you did it to one of the least of these … 
you did it to me.”’” (Matt. 25:35-40)  Last year 
this food drive collected about $10.5 million in 
monetary or in-kind donations.  100% of this 
nationwide collection benefited the organiza-
tions for whom the drives were conducted.  For 
more information, please visit:   
https://souperbowl.org/collections/view/300
628 

  The Souper Bowl of Caring coincides with the 
Super Bowl, which this year will be played on 
February 5th.  The Super Bowl is a day defined 
almost as much by food as by football.  It is a 
day of leisure and comfort food.  While we 
enjoy this luxury, it is hoped we will also 
remember those who are not certain about their 
next meal.   

 
   A collection basket is in the church vestibule 
for in-kind donations, but what makes the 
biggest impact is our monetary donations. We 
at Holy Name are collecting for the Franklin 
County Survival Center.  Thank you for your 
caring and youe Christian generosity. 
UPCOMING ANNUAL MEETING 
   Our annual congregational meeting will take 
place on Sunday, March 12th.  This is the Feast 
of the Institution, the day we remember and 
celebrate the founding of our democratic 
Catholic church denomination in 1897.  We 
practice what we preach by holding the meeting 
on this date. 
   In preparation for the annual meeting, we ask 
that those who need to prepare reports do so in 
a timely fashion so that they may be printed 
beforehand.  Also, Linda Puchalski, Parish 
Committee chairperson, has named a 
Nominations Committee.  They have been 
charged with seeking volunteers to fill the 
elected and appointed positions of the parish.  
If you are asked, please consider sharing your 

time and talent with Holy Name of Jesus.  If 
you would like to volunteer, please speak to 
any member of the Nominations Committee.  
They are:   Cindy Benjamin, Theresa Billiel 
and Karen Herzig.   
SPOJNIA STIPENDS 
   Now is the time for all students who are pur-
suing an undergraduate degree or a post-secon-
dary certificate to apply for the PNU stipend.  
The criteria for the stipend application is as 
follows: a student currently enrolled in a col-
lege or university, part-time or full-time; a 
member of the PNU having a life insurance 
policy – current paying, single premium, or 
fully paid-up and in good standing for at least 5 
years; current enrollment academic year 
(2016/2017).  This is a great opportunity for 
our families and students to research and 
review the benefits of being a member within 
the PNU and see what this commission repre-
sents so they can become the future leaders 
within our church community! The Education 
and Youth Stipend Application form can be 
downloaded from the PNU website, www.pnu.org.  
All completed applications must be returned by 
April 15th to: PNU c/o Education and Youth 
Commission - Attn: Mary Ann Stankowski, 
1006 Pittston Avenue, Scranton, Pa 18505.  
Any questions or concerns, please direct to 
Mary Ann Stankowski, EYC@pnu.org.  
SHRINER’S HOSPITAL 
   The Central Seniorate parishes are collecting 
aluminum can tabs.  These will be turned over 
the Shriner’s Hospital for Children in Spring-
field as part of one of their fundraising events.  
A collection jug has been placed in the church  
vestibule for your donations. 
PORTABLE DEFIBRILLATOR  
   The Parish Committee will purchase a por-
table defibrillator for the church.  The unit re-
quires no training to be used and the one using 
it is covered under the Good Samaritan laws for 
liability  and  also   by   our   church   insurance  
policy.  We thank everyone who donated. 

   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory.
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Sunday, February 5th 
Super Bowl Sunday 

 
 

 
 

To Our Holy Name of Jesus Family, 
 
As we are getting further into 2017 we wanted to thank everyone at 
HNJ for all your prayers, kind words, gifts & cards to us over the 
past year.  Most of you know what a challenging year 2016 was for us 
-- from our baby boy surprising us a month early and spending some 
time in the NICU, to Brandon's cardiac surgeries and subsequent 
recovery -- we couldn't have made it without the support of our 
church family that we love and appreciate so much. We owe so many 
thank you cards and hugs and we wanted to reach out and say a 
sincere thank you. Here's to a happy & healthy 2017!  
 Lynnette, Brandon 
 & Benjamin Poe 


