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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part II
   Last month we started a discussion on the 
succession from Saul to David.  I remember 
reading these accounts as a young person and 
even then thinking they were unfair.  Saul loses 
favour with God, 1 Samuel tells us, because he 
offered an unlawful sacrifice to God.  This 
seems an overreaction.  There are no rules at 
this time pertaining to the limitation of priestly 
duties to the house of Aaron.  David and Solo-
mon will both offer sacrifices at a later date 
without repercussion.  As a matter of fact, Sam-
uel, who was supposed to make the offering, 
was not of the priestly tribe of Levi either.   
   Additionally, Saul’s situation is desperate.  
He is arrayed for battle against a larger, more 
advanced contingent of Philistines.  The king 
waits for Samuel the prophet to arrive, but 
while he dawdles Saul’s troops begin to lose 
heart and to desert. Finally, after a week, Saul 
offers the sacrifice himself invoking God’s 
blessing upon him and his army.  When Samuel 
arrives, he informs the king that God’s promise 
of an everlasting kingdom has been rescinded 
because of this act of pious petition. The first 
time Saul’s everlasting kingship is mentioned is 
when it is stripped away from him (1 Sam. 13: 
13), and only because he sought God’s blessing. 
   When David enters this story, hints of civil 
divide begin to appear.  There is mention of 
“Israel and Judah” (1 Sam. 17:52; 18:16; 2 
Sam. 19:41 – 20:2; 24:9; 1 Kings 4:25).  As 
with all politics, modern or ancient, changes in 
leadership trickle down and additional fissures 
appear in Israel’s unity (cf. 1 Sam. 22:6+ and 
30:26+).  Furthermore, after the death of Saul, 
David is anointed to be their king by “the 
people of Judah” (2 Sam. 2:4), and only Judah. 
Seven years later David is anointed king over 
all of Israel (2 Sam. 5:3).  And just like Wash-
ington was chosen to be our capital because of 
its location between the northern and southern 
states but belonging to neither, so David chose 

Jerusalem to be his capital on the border of 
Israel and Judah, but which belonged previ-
ously to neither state (2 Sam. 5:6-10).   
   It is in this capital city that David commits a 
heinous crime by first raping Bathsheba and 
then having the honourable and heroic (2 Sam. 
23:39) Uriah, her husband, assassinated (2 Sam 
11). God’s wrath is enkindled and we could ex-
pect that David would soon be rejected just like 
Saul was.  Instead, the child born of David’s 
rape dies, but Bathsheba soon bears another 
son, Solomon, and it is to this heir that God 
promises an everlasting kingdom (2 Sam. 7:12-
17), in spite of David’s grievous sin.   
   Under Solomon the royal bureaucracy grew 
immensely.  He tried to do away with tribal 
designations and created twelve new adminis-
trative districts instead (1 Kings 4:7).  At the 
same time he exempted the people of Judah 
from national taxes (1 Kings 4:19c), which had 
to exacerbate civil tension.  Furthermore, Solo-
mon’s grand building spree was possible due to 
the forced labor of the northern tribes (1 Kings 
11:28), which implies that the men of Judah 
were exempt.  King Solomon is the builder of 
the Temple.  For as grand as the Temple was, it 
is written that Solomon “was seven years in 
building it,” yet he “was building his own 
house thirteen years.” (1 Kings 6:38 – 7:1)   
   Solomon was judged less faithful than David 
because of his syncretism (1 Kings 11:4), even 
though his father raped and murdered. After all 
that was noted above, the Bible tells us he will 
lose most of his kingdom for purely religious 
reasons. An Israelite prophet from the ancient 
northern sanctuary of Shilo (in counterpoint to 
the Jerusalem Temple) reveals to Jeroboam, the 
one in charge of forced labour (1 Kings 11:28), 
that he will rule over the nation except for the 
Judah-coalition (1 Kings 11:33). A critical 
reader may see more than this at play. This has 
connotations for our understanding of the ever-
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lasting kingship of David, which has profound 
Lenten implications that will be broached next. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF FEBRUARY 

February 2, 2016 – Feast of the Presentation.  
Mass of the day with the blessing of candles 
at 7:00pm. 

February 5th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

February 6th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

February 7th – Souper Bowl of Caring collec-
tion for the Franklin County Survival Center. 

   Monthly meeting of the Adoration Society at 
10:00am. 

February 9th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

February 10th – ASH WEDNESDAY.   Mass with 
blessing and distribution of ashes at 9:00am. 

   Mass with the distribution of ashes at 
7:00pm. 

February 12th – Stations of the Cross will be 
recited at 7:00pm. 

February 16th – Requiem Mass on the 
anniversary of death of Bp. Francis Hodur, 
organizer of our church denomination          
(† 1953) at 9:00am. 

February 17th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion 
Series begins, hosted by our parish at 
7:00pm, followed by a light reception in the 
parish hall. 

February 19th – The Bitter Lamentations will be 
sung at 7:00pm. 

February 21st – Women’s Ordination Now 
meeting at 10:00am. 

February 24th – Ecumenical Lenten Discussion 
at the Conway Congregational Church at 
7:00pm. 

February 26th – Stations of the Cross will be 
recited at 7:00pm. 

February 28th – YMSofR Lasagna Dinner at 
5:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
   “[Harvard], like many institutions founded in 
eras of fundamentally different social and 
economic systems, must determine how to 
honor its history while embracing a changing 
world. ‘Following a tradition blindly or in an 
uncritical way is actually antithetical to 

thinking.’”  Dean Rakesh Khurana (Boston 
Globe, 1/3/16, B1) 
FEAST OF THE PRESENTATION 
   According to the Jewish tradition that the 
Holy Family would have followed, on the 40th 
day after His birth Jesus would have been 
presented to God.  The story is recounted in 
Luke 2:22-38. The tradition reaches back to the 
tenth plague called down by Moses upon the 
Egyptians.  All the first born males died in the 
land of Egypt except those within the houses of 
the Hebrews who had marked their doorposts 
with the blood of the paschal lamb.   
   According to Exodus 13, as recompense for 
the protection of the Hebrew households the 
Lord counted every firstborn male as dedicated 
to Him.  Eventually, according to Numbers 
3:11-13, the entire tribe of Levi served as a 
substitute for the firstborn.  The Levites served 
in the Temple of God.  The tradition of 
presenting the first born male to God was 
maintained however.   
   Thus, Jesus was presented at the Jerusalem 
Temple on the 40th day after His birth, or Feb-
ruary 2nd.  A part of this day’s liturgy is the 
blessing of candles to symbolize the prophecy 
of Simeon who declared the child “a light for 
revelation.” (Luke 2:32)  Candles in church 
remind us of these words and call us to remem-
ber that Jesus is the light of the world.  The 
faithful are invited to bring their own candles to 
Mass on this day for the blessings.  The blessed 
candles may then be burned in your homes on 
any religiously significant occasion. 
SOUPER BOWL OF CARING COLLECTION 

 
   Our Souper Bowl of Caring collection will 
benefit the Franklin County Survival Center. 
We are accepting your donations of non-perish-
able food items and monetary donations.  This 
food drive began in 1990 when a church youth 
group recognized how fortunate they were to 
spend so much money on comfort food during 
the Super Bowl game while so many others had 
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little or no food.  Last year our church was one 
of nearly 7,000 congregations that collected 
over $8 million in cash and food items for local 
food banks across the country.  This collection 
will continue until Super Bowl Sunday, Febru-
ary 7th.  When you are grocery shopping, please 
throw in a few extra items for this collection or 
drop your monetary donation in our soup-pot 
collection at the end of Mass.  If making a 
donation by check, please make it payable to 
the parish.  And thank you for caring.  
BP. HODUR REQUIEM 
   Our organizing bishop died on February 16, 
1953.  He served this church for nearly 56 
years.  He gave his entire adult life to the 
church.  It was his vision and energy that gave 
us birth and direction.  We honour him and his 
memory by celebrating Mass on the anniver-
sary of his death.  I invite you to join me in 
church on this day.  
SEASONS OF PRE-LENT AND LENT 
    Easter falls on March 27th this year, which 
means that Ash Wednesday will be observed on 
February 10th.  It is a stark transition from the 
seasons celebrating Jesus’ birth to that which 
remembers His suffering and death.  The 
church tries to ease this liturgical transition 
with the short, three week Season of Pre-Lent.  
On the three Sundays prior to Ash Wednesday, 
Lenten themes and practices will be introduced 
slowly, thus marking our remote preparations 
for the great mysteries of Holy Week. 
   Lent begins on Ash Wednesday.  This is the 
beginning of the church’s 40 day period of 
penance and contemplation.  It is impossible to 
approach the cross and the empty tomb without 
some spiritual preparation.  The meaning and 
mystery of a crucified God and the rebirth of 
hope promised in the resurrection are the 
greatest truths of our faith.  They must be 
approached with piety, awe and humility.  This 
is the reason for Lent’s 40 days. 
   This year we will have two Masses on Ash 
Wednesday.  The first will be at 9AM and the 
second at 7PM.  I hope and pray that every one 
of our parishioners will make the effort to 
attend one of these Masses and to receive the 

imposition of the ashes.  The ashes come from 
the burned palms of previous Palm Sundays.  
We know that the cries of “Hosanna” changed 
quickly to “Crucify Him!”  The concepts of 
false praise and worship are conveyed in the 
palms – once used to glorify Jesus – that have 
been burned to ash.  When Jesus was recog-
nized as not being the Messiah that was 
expected, He was rejected.  The lesson is clear 
concerning the teaching that we must look to 
what God reveals, which does not have to 
equate with what we expect.  Thus, again, the 
purpose of Lent’s 40 days.  It is our opportunity 
to seek God’s way and truth. 
   The ashes remind us of our mortality, that our 
bodies will die.  And by extension, they remind 
us that we need to devote attention and effort 
not only to what the body wants, but to what 
the immortal soul needs as well.  The church 
offers ways in which we can do this.   
   Below is the schedule for this year’s Ecumen-
ical Lenten Discussion Series.  These will be 
held each Lenten Wednesday between Ash 
Wednesday and Holy Wednesday.  They will 
be presented at the various churches involved 
by five different presenters.  Our parish will be 
hosting on February 17th.  The talk will be 
followed by a light reception.  If you can help 
by bringing in something to eat or drink, please 
speak to Pat Blakeslee or Fr. Calvo. 
   On Lenten Fridays we will alternate between 
the Lenten Devotions of the Stations of the 
Cross and the Bitter Lamentations.  These 
sparsely attended Services are designed to 
remind us of Jesus’ willing sacrifice that He 
accepts out of His complete devotion to us and 
His ineffable love for all creation. 
   Lent also calls upon us to offer personal acts 
of devotion as we stand before the cross of 
Christ.  As one example, the faithful are to fast 
and abstain from meat on Ash Wednesday and 
Lenten Fridays, and for those who choose they 
are encouraged to  fast  on  Lenten Wednesdays  
as well. 

   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory.
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2016  -  Nineteenth Annual Ecumenical Lenten Discussion Series  -  2016 

Seeking Hope in a Broken World  
February 17th 

First session offered by Rev. Dr. Cynthia Crosson Harrington  
at Holy Name of Jesus Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  One Square of the Quilt 

 
February 24th 

Second session offered by Steve Damon  
at the Conway Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  "I Never Promised You a Rose Garden" 
 

March 2nd 
Third session offered by Rev. Dr. Candice Ashenden  
at the Whately Congregational Church at 7PM. 
Session Title:  I’ve Flipped.  Have You? 

  
March 9th 

Fourth session offered by Fr. Randy Calvo 
at the South Deerfield Congregational Church at 7PM. 

        Session Title:  “God Isn’t Fixing This” 
 
March 16th   

Fifth session offered by Rev. Roger Daly  
at the Montague Congregational Church at 7PM. 

 Session Title:  “Suffering Succotash”   

-----     -----     ----------     -----     ----- 

Refreshments will be served after each gathering by the host parish. 

All Are Welcome 
In case of inclement weather, please contact your pastor for 

information about a possible cancellation. 
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Lasagna Dinner  
with our Homemade  

Bolognaise Sauce 

 
Sponsored by the Holy Name of 

Jesus 
YMSofR Men’s Club 

Sunday, February 28th at 5pm 
on Thayer St., So. Deerfield. 

frrandy@holynamedeerfield.or
g or  

413-665-2129 for 
reservations 
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Also includes salad, garlic 
bread, dessert and beverage. 

$10/adult                $5/child 12 
or under 


