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The Skeptical Bible Reader – Part XII
   Now that we have looked at the various ac-
counts of Jesus’ baptism, or almost baptism in 
John, let us investigate the differing accounts of 
the start of His public ministry.  Mark, the old-
est Gospel, is succinct.  Jesus had traveled from 
Galilee to the Judean desert to be with John the 
Baptist.  After John’s arrest, Jesus returns to 
Galilee and begins to preach.  There is no indi-
cation offered that His first disciples heard 
Jesus preach, yet when they are called by Him, 
they leave everything and follow.  This account 
is basically repeated in Matthew.   
   Luke is writing for what appears to be a more 
sophisticated, urban community.  In Mark and 
Matthew, the reader has every right to ask why 
in the world Jesus’ first disciples abandoned 
their trade and followed Jesus. Luke, sensing 
this quandary, adds a reference to Jesus’ high 
profile:  “… a report about [Jesus] spread 
throughout all the surrounding country.  He 
began to teach in their synagogues and was 
praised by everyone.” (4:14-15)  Filling in 
some of the details, Luke adds the account of 
Jesus’ preaching in His hometown synagogue, 
and for extra measure includes two separate 
miracle accounts, the latter of which involved 
Simon Peter directly.   
   Since Luke has added this extra material to 
make the later decision of Jesus’ first disciples 
more palatable, he must change the Marcan 
account that he is using as his Gospel’s tem-
plate. When, in Mark, Jesus sneaks away to 
preach the gospel in other places throughout 
Galilee, it is “Simon and his companions” 
(1:36) who search Him out.  Since, at this point 
in Luke, Jesus has not yet called these first dis-
ciples, this presents a difficulty, which is 
patched-up by the simple change to “and the 
crowds were looking for him.” (4:42)  Now that 
Jesus is about to begin His itinerant preaching, 
according to Luke, He finally calls His first 
disciples. This adheres to Luke’s plot line that 
continues through his volume two, which is the 
Acts of the Apostles, where the gospel proc-

lamation continues through the efforts of Jesus’ 
disciples. 
   But let us not forget Matthew, and let us not 
imagine that Matthew simply forgot to tell this 
story of Jesus sneaking away to preach in other 
venues.  Matthew, instead, emphasizes that 
from far and wide people come to Jesus.  
Matthew does not deny that Jesus is constantly 
on the move, but he emphasizes that wherever 
He is, the people come to Him:  “Great crowds 
followed him from Galilee, the Decapolis, 
Jerusalem, Judea and from beyond the Jordan.” 
(4:25)  Accordingly, at the conclusion of his 
Gospel, Matthew reports that the resurrected 
Jesus appears to “Mary Magdalene and the 
other Mary” and tells them to inform the other 
disciples to “‘go to Galilee; there they will see 
me.’” (28:10)  The theme is intact.  The place 
where Jesus’ ministry begins is the place where 
it culminates; the people come to Jesus.   
   John, as with the baptism accounts, is clearly 
dependent upon a separate tradition with a dif-
ferent set of main characters, which is clear by 
even a cursory reading of his first chapter. 
   These discrepancies are not to call into ques-
tion the authenticity of the biblical revelation.  
They are to point out that the biblical authors 
interpret the received tradition in order to con-
vey a truth that is far greater than the details of 
the story. The differing accounts reflect the dif-
ferent communities and different experiences of 
those earliest Christians.  And this human com-
ponent must be included in Bible study.  We 
confuse the proclamation when we haphazardly 
combine the four separate Gospel stories into a 
mixed-up, mashed-up conglomeration of a 
single one. We are not protecting the sanctity or 
truth of the Gospels by an embarrassment over 
their obvious differences.  The differences are 
part of its inspiration and voice, and they help 
lead us to a fuller appreciation of the eternal 
Word of God that is behind and within them. 
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF DECEMBER 

December 2, 2016 -  Monthly visitations to the 
sick and the shut-in of the parish. 

December 3rd – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

December 4th – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

December 8th – FEAST OF DIVINE LOVE.  Mass 
of the day at 7:00pm. 

December 11th – Monthly meeting of Women’s 
Ordination Now at 10:00am. 

   Volunteers’ Christmas Party at Chandelier’s 
Restaurant at 11:30am. 

December 13th – Monthly meeting of the Parish 
Committee at 7:00pm. 

December 14th – Advent Penitential Service at 
7:00pm. 

December 18th – Volunteers will decorate the 
church for Christmas at 10:00am. 

December 24th – SHEPHERDS’ MASS OF 
CHRISTMAS EVE at 10:30pm, with a visit by 
a very special guest. 

December 25th – Christmas Day Mass at 
9:00am. 

December 26th – St. Stephen’s Day.  Mass of 
the day at 9:00am. 

December 27th – St. John’s Day.  Mass of the 
day with the blessing and distribution of wine 
at 9:00am. 

December 28th – Feast of the Holy Innocents.  
Mass of the day at 8:00am. 

December 29th – Diocesan Winter Youth 
Gathering in Westfield from 10AM – 3PM. 

December 31st – New Year’s Eve Mass of 
Thanksgiving and annual pastor’s report at 
6:00pm. 

*** ** * ** *** 
   “An ignorant people can never remain a free 
people, democracy cannot survive to much 
ignorance” – Justice David Souter 
SEASON OF ADVENT 
   Advent is the time of spiritual preparation 
prior to the celebration of Jesus’ birth.  Its four 
Sundays represent the putative 4,000 years 
between Adam and Jesus as the world awaited 
the coming of the Saviour.  We all know that 

Christmas is rushed upon us, but not for the 
most important reason of all – the birth of 
Jesus.  The humble acceptance of our full 
human nature by God is an ineffable mystery, 
but one that fills us with uncontained hope.   
   Advent is our sacred opportunity to prepare 
ourselves to celebrate this awesome event. One 
way in which we prepare is through Confes-
sion.  By confessing our faults and realigning 
our lives in greater imitation of Jesus’ example, 
we prepare our souls to be the spiritual manger 
for the coming Christ Child.  The Advent Pen-
itential Service will be held on the 14th and all 
except the sinless are encouraged to attend. 
FEAST OF DIVINE LOVE 
   This is another of the unique liturgical celeb-
rations of our church.  We emerged in a tradi-
tion that taught original sin, that all humanity 
was fallen by its very nature, not by moral 
choices, but by the way we were made.  Sin 
was unavoidable, and creation itself was fallen.  
Sinfulness was as much a part of our nature as 
breathing in oxygen.  Our church was not naïve 
when it turned away from such a dark notion. 
We realized the prevalence of sin, but we did 
not blame this on our nature.  Sin is a conse-
quence of our choices, and we often make 
choices that are less than altruistic.   
   We and the world are not perfect, but dreams 
of the perfect should not detract from the mir-
acle of creation and the grandest miracle of all:  
human life, of beings intelligent and creative 
enough, to be made in the image and likeness 
of God (!), to stand back and appreciate crea-
tion.  Rather than speaking of one person’s 
freedom from inherited sinfulness, Hodur 
changed this day’s orientation 180° and celeb-
rated the Divine Love that is manifested in all 
of creation and most especially in God’s loving 
creation of each of us. 
   I was extremely pleased to hear from our 
Prime Bishop at the Diocesan Synod that this 
Feast Day will be returned to our church calen-
dar at its next printing.  This is a day we should 
emphasize as one of our most thoughtful inno-
vations.  I hope you will join me at Mass on 
this holy Holy Day. 
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CHRISTMAS SEASON 
   The Season of Christmas only begins with the 
angelic chorus announcing to the shepherds 
that the Holy Child has been born, but what a 
great way to begin the season.  We gather in the 
darkness of night in imitation of the shepherds 
guarding their flocks by night.  In a candle-lit 
church, the Christ Child is carried by an angel 
to His manger.  Gentle carols fill the air and a 
saint dressed in red and bearing the first gifts of 
the season enters and kneels before the new-
born Son of God.  We come together as people 
renewed by this promise of God with us, Im-
manuel. Christmas makes no sense without this 
child. We have to make the effort to come to 
His manger, to leave aside other responsibilities 
and distractions just as did the shepherds.  
Whether it be Christmas Eve or Day, make this 
child’s church a part of our celebrations. 
   The days after Christmas continue to advance 
the mystery of the Incarnation.  St. Stephen is 
our faith’s first martyr.  His example is of com-
plete, unflinching devotion to the Saviour born 
on Christmas.  St. John never abandoned Jesus 
as did all the other disciples and for this he is 
known as the Beloved Disciple.  Wine is 
blessed and shared on this day with prayers for 
a healthy and happy New Year.  And the Holy 
Innocents murdered by Herod remind us that 
even with the Incarnation evil is still strong in 
our world and must be combatted.   
   Society rushes headlong at Christmas and 
then throws it away the day after.  Don’t let the 
stores and their sales define our story of the 
manger.  Through church let us keep the Christ-
mas spirit alive and better defined than by 30% 
off.  Help us celebrate this joyous mystery. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE 
   Early enough on New Year’s Eve so that you 
may still celebrate, we gather for a Mass of 
Thanksgiving for all of 2016’s blessings.  We 
look back at an almost completed year and we 
anticipate the New Year.  At the conclusion of 
Mass, the annual Pastor’s Report will be shared 
as is our tradition. 
 
 

PORTABLE DEFIBRILLATOR  
   The Parish Committee will purchase a por-
table defibrillator for the church.  The unit re-
quires no training to be used and the one using 
it is covered under the Good Samaritan laws for 
liability and also by our church insurance 
policy.  We thank everyone who donated. 
YMSofR WINTER CLOTHING DRIVE 
   Our Parish YMSofR Men’s Club is conduc-
ting a winter clothing drive in conjunction with 
the United YMSofR.  This means that YMSofR 
Branches throughout our church denomination 
will be doing the same.  We are asking for the 
donation of new teeshirts, hats, underwear and 
socks, and for the donation of gently-used or 
new coats, gloves, pants and sweatshirts.  The 
drive will continue throughout November and 
December.  In January this collection will be 
shared, in our case, with Soldier On at the VA 
Hospital in Leeds.  There are men and women 
only a few miles from here who have served 
our nation in the Armed Forces and who are 
now homeless or so impoverished that they 
suffer through the cold of winter without 
sufficient cover.  This is wrong.  We spend 
billions and billions of dollars on being able to 
go to war, but too often forget the men and 
women who have gone to war for us.  Please be 
as generous as you can to help those who have 
served on our behalf. 
SHRINER’S HOSPITAL 
   The Central Seniorate parishes are collecting 
aluminum can tabs.  These will be turned over 
the Shriner’s Hospital for Children in Spring-
field as part of one of their fundraising events.  
A collection jug has been placed in the church 
vestibule for your donations.   
WOMEN’S ORDINATION NOW 
   Fr. Calvo was invited to present a paper on 
women’s Ordination in our church to the Nat-
ional Doctrine Commission on November 29th.  
A fuller discussion of this meeting will be 
posted at https://www.facebook.com/groups/576503072460461/ 

and http://www.womensordinationnow.org/.   
CHURCH DONATIONS 
   As the end of the calendar year approaches, 
we remind our members to fulfill their financial 
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commitments to the parish.  We thank those 
members who give above and beyond what is 
expected.  Without their generosity, we would 
be in dire straits.  Every single month the 
Parish Committee struggles with a tightening 
budget.  Even after successful fundraisers, our 
balance sheet is returned quickly to the same 
problem of insufficient cash flow.  I hate to 
have to address this issue because it distracts 
from the work of church, but money is a reality 
we cannot avoid.  How I would love as pastor 
to not care about finances, but that is not the 
way it works.  So as pastor I ask you to meet 
your financial commitments before the end of 
the year, and if your situation in life permits, 

please think about giving even more generously 
to our church.   
   However, with this said, money can never be 
a reason to not belong to this church.  I know 
that some families struggle financially and that 
they are not capable of paying the standard 
commitments in full.  In such a case, please 
approach Fr. Calvo.  Arrangements will be 
made.  We will ask you to offer what you are 
able and  you  will  still  be  counted  as   a  full  
member.  We are church not corporation. 

   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory. 
 

 
 
 

 
	  

Eastern	  Diocese	  Winter	  Youth	  Gathering	  
Thursday	  –	  December	  29th	  	  

	  	  St.	  Joseph	  Parish	  in	  Westfield,	  MA	  	  
	  Registration	  Fee	  of	  $10	  per	  person	  covered	  by	  the	  parish	  

	  	  
Schedule:	  	  

	  10:00	  A.M.	  –	  Holy	  Mass	  &	  Sermon	  	  (Fr.	  Sr.	  Rob)	  	  
	  11:15	  A.M.	  –	  Interactive	  Presentation	  	  (Fr.	  Michal)	  	  	  

	  12:00	  –	  Lunch	  	  	  
12:30	  PM	  –	  2:30	  P.M.	  	  Swimming	  at	  Boys	  &	  Girls	  Club	  of	  Westfield 
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Please	  share	  this	  invitation	  with	  your	  family	  and	  friends:	  

	  
 

	  
	  

We invite you to make a present of your presence to the Christ Child 
 

 
 

as we celebrate the birth of the Child Saviour 
at Holy Name of Jesus Church, 

Thayer Street in South Deerfield 
on Christmas Eve at 10:30PM 

 
Just as at the manger – All Are Welcome Here! 

 
And expect a special visitor for the young and young at heart 

	  

 
 
 

 
 


