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Advent and Our Chance for a Fresh Start
   Looked up ludicrous in the dictionary and 
there was a link to the seasonal coffee cup con-
troversy playing-out between Starbucks and 
Dunkin Donuts.  Starbucks is taking heat be-
cause they dropped reindeer and ornaments 
from the cup design and replaced it with a solid 
red colour.  Dunkin is being praised, on the 
other hand, because their cup shows pine 
boughs and the word “Joy.”  First of all, neither 
cup proclaims a religiously significant Christ-
mas message.  The Dunkin cup can pass for a 
Christmas cup only because society has toler-
ated the degradation of this religiously signif-
icant holy day.  Maintaining the displays (the 
pine boughs) and extracting the themes (“Joy”) 
of Christmas are not tantamount to proclaiming 
the birth of the Child Saviour.   
   Second, it is not the responsibility of coffee 
shops to advocate our faith.  I love Seinfeld.  
One episode had George Costanza distributing 
“human fund” donation cards to his coworkers 
because in his words:  “I gotta give Christmas 
presents to everyone down at Kruger …”  
George is Jewish.  Why does he have to dis-
tribute Christmas presents?  Why does Star-
bucks or Dunkin Donuts have to come up with 
a Christmas cup?  Are we settling for a Christ-
mas that is so generic that pine trees and pres-
ents stripped of all context define the Incar-
nation?  This is what happens if we imagine 
that the word Joy or a pine branch express the 
wonder and mystery of Jesus’ birth.  It is not 
coffee shops, corporations or television who 
have the sacred privilege of sharing the good 
news of Immanuel, God with us.  It is ours as 
people of faith and as members of the church. 
   Before people get all worked-up over a red 
coffee cup, the question should be asked how 
convincing an example they are setting in their 
own lives that Christmas, the birthday-of-Jesus-
Christmas, matters.  It may be cathartic to vent 
over the “War on Christmas,” “Xmas,” “Happy 

Holiday,” or even coffee cups, but living the 
faith is much more convincing than complain-
ing about how others don’t.   
   Advent is the opportunity to stand-up for our 
faith in a meaningful and constructive way.  In-
stead of worrying about why there are no rein-
deer on a Starbucks coffee cup, we can make 
sure our children know the Bethlehem stories.  
This year marks the 50th anniversary of A 
Charlie Brown Christmas.  I try to watch it 
every season.  It is moving to see Linus recite 
the Gospel of Luke’s Christmas account as he 
tries to teach everyone about the real meaning 
of Christmas, and I love when the cartoon ends 
with all of them singing “Hark the Herald.”  
There are popular expressions out there of a 
real Christmas spirit.  Seek them out and show 
support for them.  
   And go to church.  We cannot complain 
about the absence of Jesus in society if we are 
absent from His church on Christmas and on 
Sundays.  Advent is a perfect time to try and 
attend Mass consistently.  Use this short season 
to get into the habit of setting aside Sunday 
morning for Jesus.  I know life is hectic, but if 
church people do not defend the importance of 
Sunday morning from all other encroachments, 
then who will?  And every one of us knows that 
when we come together for Mass and there are 
other people surrounding us, then the worship 
experience is enhanced.  This is not a 
theological argument; it is a psychological one.  
Jesus is present on the altar if I am the only one 
there, but it so much more up-lifting when one 
hundred are there.   
   Plus, if others see cars in the parking lot and 
on the street, there is no better outreach pro-
gram.  The church will grow if our members 
count church as a priority.  Come consistently; 
give generously; share your time and talents 
here.  This is how we stand-up for Christmas 
and Christ in the world.  Don’t sweat red cups.  
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Let us make a difference by counting Jesus and 
His church important in our lives.    
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CALENDAR OF EVENTS 
MONTH OF DECEMBER 

December 2, 2015 – Advent Marian Mass at 
7:00pm. 

December 4th – Monthly visitations to the sick 
and the shut-in of the parish. 

December 5th – Confession for the youth of the 
parish at 10:30am. 

December 6th – Monthly meeting of the 
Adoration Society at 10:00am. 

December 8th – FEAST OF DIVINE LOVE.  Mass 
of the day at 7:00pm. 

   Monthly meeting of the Parish Committee at 
7:30pm (Please note special time) 

December 16th – Advent Penitential Service at 
7:00pm. 

December 20th – Volunteers will decorate the 
church for Christmas at 10:00am. 

   Volunteers’ Christmas Party at Chandler’s 
Restaurant at 11:30am. 

December 24th – SHEPHERDS’ MASS of 
Christmas Eve at 10:30pm. 

December 25th – Christmas Day Mass at 
10:00am. 

December 26th – St. Stephen’s Day Mass at 
9:00am. 

December 27th – St. John’s Day Mass at 
9:00am with the blessing and distribution of 
wine.  Feast of Humble Shepherds. 

December 28th – Feast of the Holy Innocents 
Mass at 9:00am. 

December 31st – New Year’s Eve Mass of 
Thanksgiving at 6:00pm. 

* ** *** ** * 
NEW MEMBERS 
   On behalf of the parish, I welcome Jeff, 
Monique, Morgan, Allison and Troy Kostiuk to 
our church.  If you know someone who is 
looking for a place to worship, invite them to 
come with you to Mass at Holy Name. 
SEASON OF ADVENT 
   Advent’s four Sundays prior to Christmas 
represent the putative 4,000 years the world 
awaited the birth of Messiah from the time of 
Adam to that of Jesus.  Advent is a time of 
expectation as we today await the coming of 
the Christ Child on Christmas.  During the 

Season of Advent we are to prepare ourselves 
spiritually so that our souls, homes and church 
may serve as the manger for Holy Infant.     
   We do so through acts of charity.  Jesus came 
among the poor and the homeless to remind us 
that all are loved in the eyes of God, and that it 
is our special privilege to help those most in 
need.  What we do for them is a sign that we 
understand the mystery of a Saviour born in an 
animal’s manger.  With this in mind we will 
again participate in the Adopt-A-Family pro-
gram and accept your donations for the USO.   
   The church also provides us special oppor-
tunities to heighten our spiritual anticipation of 
Christmas.  The first and most important of 
these paths to a true Christmas are the four Ad-
vent Sunday Masses.  At the beginning of each 
Mass an additional candle is lit on the Advent 
Wreath, symbolizing the increasing light in the 
world as we get closer to the birth of Jesus.   
   Additionally, on December 2nd we will 
celebrate our Advent Marian Mass.  Mary is 
central to the story of Jesus’ birth.  As the 
Mother of God she is the one who has shared 
our human nature with her son Jesus.  We 
honour Mary’s selection by God and sacred 
role in the incarnation of the Son of God at this 
special weekday Mass. 
   Advent is also a time to look at our lives and 
see how we could better live according to the 
ideals of the real Christmas.  With this in mind, 
the church offers the Advent Penitential 
Service on December 16th.  It is a time to 
meditate on how we can realign our lives to 
better imitate the life of Jesus, and a time to ask 
God’s forgiveness when we have acted 
contrary to His example. 
   Many of our parishioners share the Christmas 
Wafers (Oplatki) among relatives, friends and 
neighbours as Christmas approaches.  They are 
available after Mass and through the rectory.  
Please remember that they have been blessed 
and should be treated accordingly. 
   If we engage Advent seriously, the promise 
of Christmas will be so much more than what 
the stores offer.  Give Advent a chance. 
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FEAST OF DIVINE LOVE 
   On December 8th our church celebrates the 
unique feast day of Divine Love.  Rather than 
speaking about Mary’s Immaculate Conception 
free of a supposed original sin, we profess the 
Divine Love that is evident in the miracle of 
creation and life.  The Bible professes in 
Genesis 1 that God declared His creation good 
and His creation of humans in His image as 
very good.  Physical creation is far from 
perfect, but that is not to say that it is not 
amazing.  The simplest life is a miracle that we 
cannot yet fathom, and truly human life is made 
in the image of God.  For these reasons we do 
not imagine an indelible sinfulness inherent in 
human nature itself.  We celebrate the Divine 
Love of creation.  This is an important and 
uplifting liturgical expression of our theology.  
I hope you will choose to join us at Mass on 
this important holy day. 
SEASON OF CHRISTMAS 
    Even the church succumbs to celebrating 
Christmas a little bit early, but the celebration 
of Jesus’ birth begins in earnest on the night of 
His holy birth.  In order to prepare for the 
Christmas Season, volunteers will be needed to 
decorate the church after Mass on December 
20th.  The manger will be set-up, the Christmas 
trees decorated, the greens hung and the poin-
settias placed in the Sanctuary.  When we fin-
ish, the volunteers’ Christmas party will be 
held at Chandler’s Restaurant, which is always 
a fun time for those gathered. 
   The Shepherds’ Mass of Christmas Eve will 
begin at 10:30pm.  The liturgy starts with a 
child carrying the Holy Infant to the manger.  
The light of the Christ Candle is then shared 
with the congregation as we sing to the new-
born Saviour in a candlelit church.  This year 
we have special addition to the night’s celebra-
tion that I think everyone will enjoy 
immensely. 
   And thanks to a donation from Joseph 
Kisloski in memory of his mother Albina we 
are able to provide the guitar and violin playing 
of Brian Johnson.  He will add his gift of music 
to that of our choir.  The Shepherds’ Mass is 

one of the most heart-warming liturgies of the 
year.  It shares the truest meaning of Christmas 
with all who are gathered in the dark of one of 
the year’s longest nights as we come together 
to celebrate the coming of Light of the World.  
Please take this opportunity to invite friends 
and relatives back to church with you.  
Christmas without Christ just makes no sense. 
   For those who prefer, Mass on Christmas Day 
will be celebrated at 10AM so that families 
have plenty of time to open presents at home. 
   The Christmas celebration continues with the 
St. Stephen’s Day Mass on the 26th, which 
honours the first martyr of the Christian faith.  
On Sunday the 27th we remember St. John.  His 
Gospel tells us that the miracle of water into 
wine at Cana was Jesus’ first miracle.  As such, 
we will bless and distribute wine to the faithful 
at Mass.  The hope is that this will bring good 
health for the New Year just as Jesus protected 
John from a poisoned chalice of wine.  Mass on 
the Feast of the Humble Innocents will be 
offered on the 28th as we recall the children 
Herod ordered killed in his futile attempt to 
assassinate the newborn King of the Jews. 
NEW YEAR’S EVE MASS 
   A Mass of Thanksgiving for 2015 will be 
recited on New Year’s Eve at 6:00pm.  At this 
time Fr. Calvo will present the Annual Pastor’s 
Report to the congregation. 
EDIBLE LANDSCAPING 
   This project has begun with the planting of 
several trees and bushes to the south of the 
church parking lot.  The work continues in the 
Spring and we hope you will come out support 
this worthwhile project for our church and 
community. 
FINANCIAL OBLIGATIONS 
   The end of the fiscal year is December 31st.  
Please take care of your financial responsibil-
ities to the parish by that date.  If you are won-
dering where you stand, please contact Sue 
Dibrindisi after Mass, by phone at 413- 586-
4315 or by email at essr42@comcast.net.  
Thank you. 
   If someone you know needs a hospital 
visit, please notify the rectory. 
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